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TO THE 
BOOKSELLER. 


SIR, 

TFT. NEED not tell-you with what ſucceſs you 
publiſhed the Excellent Treatiſe , THE Þ} 
WHOLE DUTY OF MAN: Itisyour | 
Felicity to be again inſtrumental to the profit of 

this Church and Nation , by your Edition of theſe 

Religious and Prudent Inftrudtions.. And although 

the Addreſs be not ſo Univerſal in this , as 1n the 

tormer ; yet this will have a large influence upon 
other Conditions beſides Gentlemen : Their Com 
verſe, if reformed , will be exemplary and operative 
upon others. A Gentry that would afford an obe- 
dicat Ear to theſe Admonitions , and a Clergy that 
would to Prety and Learning, joyn Humility, Mode- 
/y and Sobriety , will be the beſt Humane means ta 
recover this ſinful Nation , andopprefied Charch, 
trom the Miſeries, Spiritual and Civil, under waich 
wenow groan. So that the Argument is well choſen, 
aditisfo managed, that I know not what a Reader 
thatis ſomewhat moroſe can deſire which is not here. 

The ezthor keeps cloſe to his intended Province 

ndDefign, his Reaſons are finewy and convincing, 

lis Reproofs are ſevere and grave, yet pleaſing ; and 
they whom he chides, muſt nceds love him. There 


$nothing in his Per:ods redundant or defeive; he 
A 2 hath 


4 


—— po 


hath a Vatzve elegancy that invites his Reader; Variet 
of Learning couched not yaunted; anda Perſpicuity 
ſuch , as will make his Reaſonings appear to a weak 


'Eye: A «Manual which is enriched with all theſe | 


graces, ſhall (1truſt ) not only be frequently an 
attentively peruſed, but that it will lively affe&, and MI ;. 
fit cloſe to the Reins, and penetrate the Heart of the 
Reader, eſpecially that Reader for whom it is deſign- 
ed; and forthis Bleſſing on the Gentry,it is ourDuty 


to ſolicite the D:vine Goodneſs, fr 


S ARDU M, 
27. Oflob. 1659. 


Your aſſured Friend, Y ; 
Hum. H, 21 
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HE Authority of Cuſtom hath ſo much amore ||| 
general prevalency than that of Truth; that he 
that shall adventure to aſſault that with this , 
Imay be thought not to have well digeſted the 
prudent Caution of our Saviour, Luk.14:31. 10 
ft down and conſider whether he be able with ten thouſand 
to meet him thar cometh againſt him with rwenty thouſand z; 
for doubtleſs ſuch , and much greater is the odds between theſe 
two Litigants. And tothe imputation of this unwarineſs x 
cannot but foreſee the preſent Deſign very liable. 
2. GENTILITY has long frnce confirted [obs Aphoriſm, 
Man is born. to labour , and inſtead.thereof, has pronounced to 
its Clients the Rich mans Requiem , Soul take thine eaſe, cats 
drink and be merry... A Gentleman # now ſuppoſed to be only 
a thing of pleaſure , a creature ſent into the World. as the Le- 
viathan zzz0 zhe deep , to take his paſtime therein, ( and the Iii 
better to- complete the Parallel , to devour his underlings too ) Ii 
and then "twill be no wonder if it be adjudged a ridiculous So- | 
leciſm to at tempt to define his Calling , whoſe wery Eſſence is I 
thought to conf:ſ# in having none, Nay, perhaps it will be I 
deemed 10t only abſurd but maliciaus ,, a Levelling project , of I 
roboing him of tis Birth-right ,. of degrading. him from thoſe IM 
priviledges , which belong to his quality , and of moulding hims 
again into that vulgar Maſs, from which divine Providence fil 
ard himane Laws have diſtinguished him. But from this I 
Jealoufie I dare truſt the enſuing leaves to be their own Vindi= || 
 Cators, Tl li 
3. I HAVE beer nourconcerned ( much leſs infulting ) 
Pectator of the Depreſſion the Gentry have fallen under ir I 
theſe latter years , but have paid them my juſt Tribute of come | 
taſhon ; yet 1 confeſs 1 think thoſe ſcarce worthy aregret., in || 
A 3 com- 
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compariſon with thoſe voluntary deſcents , too many of they 


have made from true worth and vertue, *Tis ſure a far leſs ge. 
Plorable ſpectacle to ſee a Gentleman ſpoiled of his Fortune by 
bis Conſcience , than his Luxury., and to behold him under th; 
ſtroke of the Headſman, than under thoſe more infamous Exe- 
cutioners, his Luſt, or Intemperance. Tet I fear if the Marty. 
rology even of theſe ſuffering Times were ſcanned , Venus ant 


Bacchus would be found to have had many more Martyr, 


than God and Loyalty. 

4. BUT 1 confeſs it an impertinence thus to balancethe 
zo miſchiefs of doing and ſuffering ill, ſince *tis certain thelat- 
zer is t0 bereſolved into the former , and has noexiſiencefit 
ſelf, but what it derives from that, Punishments are butthe 
reſults of ſin : and therefore whatever Malignity us inthe 
Effect, becomes intirely chargeable upoz the Cauſe, and we are 
fo look upon our Vice not only as our greateſt , but our only un- 
happineſs, This Conſideration shews us the ſource of all ur 


oufferings, ard is it ſeif no leſs obvious, than thoſe ; though 


. oxe would think it as concealed as the headof Nilus , that 


Should only obſerve how many other Originals of our Calami- 
ties are aſſizned , whilſt this is ſcarce dreamt of. This Jonah 
is ſuffered to ſleep ſecurely in the Ship , while her more innocent 
Fraugh# iscaſt over-board, Fonah 1:5. Every the leaſt ſparkle 


from without is charged as an Incendiary , when alas , like 


Arna , our 6wn bowels ſend out that fire , which has ſo near 
reduced us to aches. But as in Diſeaſes we account the Di- 


eovery of the Cauſe the firſt and moſt neceſſary ſrep to the Cure; 
fo certainly is it here , the convittion of our guilt is a moſt indt- 


ql ſperſable Preparative towards the uh: on Preſſures, and. 


we muſt be heavy laden in the Chriſtian ſence, Marth, 11: 26, 
before we shall ceaſe to be ſo in the Civil. | 

5. BUT 1 fear men proceed jn this affair rather like 
Mowuntebanks than good Phyſicians, uſe ſome Palliating Meai- 


” cines t0 allay the effects , or perhaps Anodynes toſtupiſie tht 
Patient, and wholly negle& the Root of the Malady. Nor ao1 
appropriate this Error to the Gentry , *tis t00 viſible that all 

forts and qualities have too juſt a claim tot, "/ 


et any one g0 
away 
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away with the Incloſure, But be "a 
makes them my _ Provmce , 1 we _— = 
wldreſe my ſelf at this time to them only " avith this Ld a 
ſunate Requeſt , that they would not uſe that cruel, pe” 
ves, for which | elty to them- 
elves, for which Amalek ſtands branded towards It I, 
Deur. 25: 18. by their per ſevering Impieties ſmite and d re 
thoſe feeble and faint Remains of their former Feliciti roy 
that they would now at laſt ſeriouſly advert n+ og oy 
meat and important concernment , and pitch u go" cir ſo 
Achan, taz has thus long troubled their pare : _ - = 
in; done , that ſtory directs the next ſtep of ;be Pro = way 
the bringing ſins F0 execution, cutting that off, ob Jill ll 
infallibly bring down a Fatal Exciſion upon t £ y W? ge ſe |f 
_- yo be deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe is _—_— _ _ 1 
Rm | , Zoo dangerous a Crifis, to admit any delay of the 
6. WHEN Egypt had [marted uz | WD 
ample for rening th eat, ht ServentrofPhae | 
_ pr een him toreleaſe them , and prick pr eds - = 1 
#u Pathet; Tr 2 | 
Erypt is deftroyed x yy 'God EE Tn _ £4 
give the ſame edze tomine; For a ay bur 700 properly 
Jour Eſtates waſted, your wy On OO E ay oft 
echpſed , your Perſons reſtraine wer ; your Splendors 
ned os 6; Your Families broken and 
, your Dignities trampled upon by the 
n _ _ 8x. your ſelves quite tran fed fs NT 1 
ade He ail who were once fa ay 2 I 
And is it not yet time t0 diſmiſs x ap ages rn To ps 
thors of all this ? If you are ſtill of Pha ich are the Au- || 
toretain th ba raohs mind, and reſolve 
em, you are cer tainly no leſs obſtinate than h 
much more irrational. He had pla a 0 bl; i 
tage to tempt him to detain the Iſraelites, the her mae 
. Wrought hard at his work , built him Cities ; "Bo: by wn 
= from the Caſe here ! They are not ow Ms 7 "—" 
ers , which you are ſo unwilling to ae a. gy 1" 
hfagos to the vileſt and moſt ſervile rk, _— if 
-9rh ; | [zeries , 
from bringing you in , that I may boldly make the 
oh, Apoſtles 
| | 


—— 
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Apoſtles challenge, Rom.6: 21. W hat fruit haye you had of 


thoſe things > And doubt not the only account you can bring in 
of your Harveſt , muſt be the Inventory ef your Miſeries, 1; 
are witneſſes of many Houſes, many Cities they have demoliſy/q 
ard laid waſte, but we have no ſirufture of theirs Zo/kew, but 
a Babel of Co:fuſtor. 

7. BUT alas, theſe your ſecular Ruines are but their ms 
aeſt and petty out-rages, Take another view of them, andit 
ill like Ezekiels Viſion , Ezek. 6: $.: preſert you with more 


ard greater abominations than theſe, ever the abomination 


of deſolarion in the holy place. Your fins have not only deſe- 
lated your own houſes, but Gods, That Beauty of his Or- 
nament which he ſet in Majeſty , Ezex. 7: 20, hath by 
theſe your deteſtable things been expoſed to ſpoil and pollution, 
F* are not yet grown fo old in our miſeries 8s iohaveout- 
worn the aggravation qf rememoring our happier eftate, And 
how ſad , how wounding a contemplation 1s it to compare the 
paſt and preſent condition of This Church ? When the Temple 
was rebuilding , the joy of that reſtauration could not ſuppreſs 
the grief of thoſe who remembred the ſo much more Glo= 
rious Fabrick of the firſt, but they laid the foundation in 
#heir tears, the Text ſays, They wept withaloud voice, 
Nehem. 3:12. But what tears , what ejulations canbebit- 
Fer or loudenough for us , who are to lament not partialand 
amperfect repairs , but total ruines and vaſtations , that fee 
the materials of our Sion now reduced to duſt and rubbiſh, who 
once ſaw them happily compacted , built together as a Cityat 
unity 1n 1t ſelf, 

8. AND «chile we thus remember Sion , and areom 
ſelves by the waters of Babylon , '#is fre but proper welit 
downand weep, bid, as thoſe Captives, Pal. 137. 4 ſolemn 
Adieu to allentertainments of joy andpleaſure, Andwwould 
God we all, particularly you towhom 1 now ſpear » did at 
exadly parallel them in this ſad and pious reſentment , 45 Ve 
do in the motives of it , that ſo your quarrel to ſm might be 


I'll accended to its full beight , as that which robs you not only of 
I] your ſpiritual, but (that which many of you have maregiſt i } 


your 


——_ 


THE PREFACE. : 
mr carnal joys alſo. *tTis your ſins , I would 1 could ſay yours 
"ole which have been the ann pode Sauls, that have thus 


made havock ofthe Church, The Securities, Profanenels,. 


and Licentiouſneſs of your proſperous days made the firſt 
breaches in her Walls : aud. now. the lrapenitence azd incor- 
rogibleneſs of your calamitous', like the Edomutes, cry down 
with her , down with her evenrto rhe ground, *Tiwas a- 


monzſt the Fews a Capital Guilt 70 curſe @ Parent , and. 


ſtall it now paſs for an eaſie , or nocrime , not only to curſe 
but deſtroy our common Mother , to abet and maintain thoſe 
troops which thus defie, yea invade her ? O wwhy/ſhould you not 
at laſt recal your exiled Piety , and aſſume a holy and become- 


ing indignation againſt theſe her cruel , her implacable Ene-- 


mics £ 
9. BUT this you cannot be ſuppoſed to do , whilſt you ar- 
rain ozuly other mens ſins , and leave your own out of the In- 
difment, T doubt not many of you do with diſpleaſure , per- 
haps more than exough , charge her ruine upon the immediate 
Infruments, accuſe the bold Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, 
of having depraved her Doctrine ; Ambition and Envy of 
mpatient Inferiours, of ſubverting ber Difcipline ; the Pride 
and Faion of buſie Spirit, of diſturbing her Peace ; the greedy 
Avarice of Sacrilegious perſons , of. devouring her Patri- 
mony, Ard theſe I ſtall not deny to have been the W/ ea- 
Dons that thus have mortally wounded her. But let it be 
remembred , that theſe were weilded and whetted by the 
more general impieties , from wience they borrowed their de- 
frafive power. And therefore to transfer the guilt here , is 
but the artifice of ſlaying Uriah with the Sword of the Chil- 
 (enof Ammon , which you kn20W acquitted not David from 
being a Murderer, No , God knows , here lies a Carkaſs of 5 
poor bleeding Church , but which of you our Elders are quali-- 


fied for the purgation the Law aſſigns in that cafe, Nent.21:S. 
With of you can7 ſay, our hands have norshed this bloud, nei-- 


* hayeour eyesſeen it > 
lo, YET. the leſs capable you are of thus washing 
four hands in innocence , the greater need you have to 


nals merely of Temporal , whether Private or Publick Rumes, W ” 
is 70 give you too fair and flattering a portraidFure of them: 
theſe are but the light preluſory shirmishes to a more diſmal ; 
ſlaughter, the Prologue to the Fatal Tragedy. Take their ful WM 


againſt the perſecutions of men , that they can purſue us 90 


1H: PAEF-A-C:E. Ss 
wash zhem iz Penitence, and therefore ſince a5 you are Sons ty 
this Mother, the Office of Avenger of bloud devolves oz you; 
O bring forth fruits of Repenrance , by diſcharging that part 
faithfully; drag out theſe Criminals which have takes 
Sanctuary 27 your breaſts , and there dwell ſecurely , as in4 
City of Refuge, ard hew them in pieces, a5 Samuel did Agap 
before the Lord. Ad as your incentives t0 this are infinite. 
ly greater and more preſſing , than in other murders, ſowil 
the effects alſo vaſtly tranſcend thoſe of common Fuſtice. That | 
ozly revenges ; but this may repair the miſchief, recal thewital 
ſpirits , and weunite the ſcattered limbs of this mangled Buy, 

Such an Omnipotency us there in ſincere R-pentance , thatitis 

able even to effedt a Reſurredtion. O that you would be an- 
bitious of working this Miracle, and by this pious Prodigy beget 

your Mother, that you would weep fo long over her ashes, til 

that moiſture had rendred them prolifical > and you ſee her 

ſpring out of ber Urn. | 

11. I HIS, zhis tis your only way of reverſing that extir- 

pating Decree, which theſe Hamans ( your ſins ) havepri- I 
cured, And if you negle@ this , Mordecais menace to Heſter 
wil] be too applicable to you : if God in his unfathomablemercy | 
Should cauſe deliverance and enlargement to ariſe from ſome 


- other place zo zhis poor deſolate Church , yet your ſelves can lt 


expect nothing but Deſtrudtion. If you have no ſenſe of the Re 
deſolations of Sion , no pity to ſee her in the Duſt , but fil 
«uſe to cherish thoſe impieties which have brought herthi- 
ther ; yet even they will at the laſt, avenge her quarrel, bring 
you thoſe miſeries, the ſenſe whereof it will be impoſſible for you 
Z0 avoid, or extingnuish. | = 

12. FOR 22s, to repreſent your ſins to you as the Orig Wl © 


chara@er from the Apoſtle , Rom. 6: 21. The end ofthoſe a 
things is death , ever death eternal. It is our uſual comfort * 


farther 


THE PKMKE'FACE. 
farther than to the grave : there, as Job ſpeaks, the weary be 
arreſt. But this Tyrant in our own breaſts has no ſuch limits 
toits malice, but then eſpecially begins, when all other cruelties 
eaſe, tortures infinitely by the gnawings of. that worm which 
never dies, and the ſcorchings of that fire which never s/all be 

uenched. | 
13, AND now whocan ſufficiently wonder at the infa- 
tuation , that You ſhould demur upon the diſmiſſing of ſo trea- 
therous a Gueſt , that You Should cheriſh this Viper in your &0- 
ſoms, which You already feel eating your Bowels, devouring all 
your temporal felicities , and yet takes thoſe but in the way to: 
your Heart, your more precious and eternal part * *Tis the com- 
mon maxime even of thoſe that receive advantage by the perfi- 
diouſneſs of others , to love the Treaſon , but hate the Traitor : 
but here is that Rule quite inverted ; You hate the Treaſon, are 
impatient of the afflicting conſequences of your ſin, yet love the 
Traitor , hug that in your cloſeſt Embraces, The Apoſtle in- 
deed forewarns us of the Deceitfulneſs of fin , Heb. 3:13. but 


lure this is a pitch beyond that ; this is not deceit , but inchant-. 


ment , ſome powerful Philtrum it muſt needs be, that can thus 
make men in love not only with deformity but diſeaſe. 

14. BUT al the Magicians of Egypt are nor able to 
ltand before Moſes, this Magick is not ſo irreſiſtible, but that 
Reaſon and Religion will yield You countercharms , able to dif- 
meant Tou , if You will but ſuffer them to core in to your aid. 


Dobut once ſtep out of the Devils Circle, the actual vertizinous 


purſuit of your ſinful appetites, and give your Faculties ſome in- 
termiſſion, ſo much breath from that hot chaſe as may qual:fie 


them for a calm conſiderate view of other things, and then 'tis 


certain you will diſcern , that Vertue has a much moreraviſh- 
ing appearance , infinitely more delectable and enamouring, 
than all the Devils Opricks could put upon your higheſt aud 
moſt guſtful ſenſualities. Do you only beſtow ſome attentive 
books upon her ; let her once in at your eyes , and then leave her 


to make her own way to your heart. Andthis is ſure a very ' 


moderate requeſt ; that Tou will but vouchſafe to look upon 
Wt is thus amiable, And with what pretence can you deny 
4 6 it © 


——_—_—— 
mY 


DEB Sony ere ne > = * 2472 T.nmafs ” 


EL 


po 


hed RS 


o_er angr-oth—e"e 


ren Eee wr uy oo er ny or entre roo gp oo oo wy 
a. 


a. 


Alec. 
Dr 


THE PRETACE. 


it * You who to gaze on thoſe tranſitory Beauties which an 


only your ſnares , ſtick at no difficulty , will be content tocomp 


( thoſe of you that have no other motives ) even to Church. 


upon that errand : O do net here put off your curioſity , awherg 
alone it may avail you, but rather take this opportunity of hal- 
- bowing that (hitherto prophane ) part of your temper, | 
 I5, IT has been none of the Devils meaneſt or unlukieſ 
Arts to infuſe prejudices into mens minds againſt Chriſtian 
Practice , by repreſenting it in the moſt averting forms. He 
changes Shapes with it , and as he transforms himſelf int 
#z Angel of lighr, /o he does this into one :f Darknels, makes 
it appear a State of the moſt diſmal ſadnels ard horror, 4 
region of Antipodes 7o all Foy and chearfulneſs, And 
bow much more ready men are to take the Devil at his word 
#han Chriſt at his , whoprofeſſes his Y oke eaſfie and his Bur- 
den light, appears too viſible in the general aver ſeneſs thiſe 
Gave zo Piety , who never ſo much as tried it , but takeupin- 
plicit confuſed prejudices againſt it, and retain thoſe as faſt, u 
gf they were the produtts of many years coſtly experiences, And 
*F15 to be feared, theſe have taken the deepeſt root inthericheſt 
S021, they ſeeming no where more to flouriſh, than among youf 


| _ Zhe higheſt Quality, Tet ſure, of all others, You are moſt obliged 


80 eradicate them, they implying ſuch a groſs injuſtice, as any jt 
genuous mind muſt be aſhamed of. 

- 16. YOU will your ſelves readily pronounce that Judge 
210t only corrupt, but impudent , that condemms a perſon whoſe 
eauſe he never heard : yet if You will but reflett , you Sg 
Four 0wn verdift rebound upon your ſelves , with a lus 
homo; for *tis evidently your caſe here, It is time far you 
therefore to be ſo juſt, if not toVertue , yet to your own Rept 
Zations,as toretratt that condemnatory ſentence, you bavepaſt 
por her, and put on ſo much at leaſt of the form of Fuſtice, 
#0 give her a fair Trial, But this you cannet ao by hearing 
the tongues of men and Angels plead for her , none but her ſelf 
can manage her cauſe, you muſt admit her into your ſociet a 
converſe , take her into ſuch a familiarity , as may bring ht 
within diſtance of your Obſervation , before you Oey il 


——_———— + 
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fer. Inſhort , if you will indeed render your ſebves competent 
Tudges,uhether aVertuous lite be a pleaſant or @ diſma: thing, 
enter upon. it, and let your own experiences be your informers. 

' 11. | CANNOT ſuſpect the age ſo degenerous ,. as 
wt to believe there are divers particular perſons arong you, 
who have made the experiment , and to their Teſtimony 1 dare 
jel, and doubt not they will from Fudges turn Advocates, 
and recommend it to you , and ſure you will h:veno cauſe in 
this inſtance t9 wave your wonted Priviledge of being tried by 
jur Peers , 70 except againſ# their judgement in the caſe., who 
being placed in equal circumſtances with you gnuſt be ſuppoſed to 
wderſtand your utmoſt Temptations to Vice,from whence alone 
al the ſeeming difficulties and uneaſineſs of Vertue do ariſe. 

18. I T were the work of many Volumes to deſcribe the 
ſereeral diſtintt Advantages towards a pleaſant Being, which 
are wrapt up in this one comprehenſive Felicity, Iſtall inſtance 
mly in that , to which the enſuing Ira&t particularly relates , 
and that is , that it furniſhes you with a ſucceſſion of very 
areeable and chearful Imployments. Vertue is of a buſie and 
ative Nature , and as in its ſeveral Operation it has an oppo- 
| ſition to all the ſeveral ſorts of Vice , ſo in its very Conſtitution 
aud Principle it bears an avowed Antipathy to that one fertile 
Seminary of moſt other Sins , Idleneſs; and ſure the reſcuing 
jou from that is zo contemptible Benefit, For though: you 

ſeem to challenge it as a conſiderable part of your Inheritance , 


that you may live and do Nothing , and are very tenacious of 


that Claim; yet , *tis moſt evident , that what you contend 


for, as your Priviledge , your ſelves eſteem your burden, yea 


Jomuch to, that to be rid of it you caſt away Eſtate, Health, 
Wuland all for company , imploy your ſelves the moſt ruinouſ- 
l, rather than endure to be 1dle ; nay quite confute your own 
Pretenſions to eaſe , by thoſe laborious and toilſome Vices , 
which you are fain to call Pleaſures , to render them tolerable, 
but have certainly no pretence to that Title on any other ſcore , 

tut that they keep you doing. 
I9. AND zow what more grateful Office can poſſibly be 
Yne for men in this Condition , than toſkhew them how they 
""02n  N may 
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I mean the guilt of thoſe things which like Rehoboam cn. 
wverts W/ hips ito Scorpions, yer are now fain to be reſarted 
zo ,. as the only inſtruments of their relief, And this a Chri. 
ſtian Life will be ſure fo do for you ; it will conſtantly provide 


THE PREFAGE 


may free them ſelves of this load without contrating a worſe, 


you with innocent divertiſements, nay much more , it will 
give you buſineſs , ſo excellent , and worthy the dignity of 
_your Nature , fo Noble and anſwerable to the Splendor of your 
Qualities, ſo every way agreeable to the aims of Rational 


Men , that you will have cauſe to acknowledge with Ow 
Church , that Gods Service is perfect Freedom. 

20. I SHALL 0? undertake to give you a partitular 
view of all the Severals of thoſe Employments; Thoſe Precepts 
of the Goſpel which aſſign your Tasks , do ſufficiently inform 


you of the Nature and Excellency of them : my whole Scheme | 


25 compriſed in that One , which directs an Attendance on 


that Calling wherein God hath placed men, and therefore 1 


am to treat only of thoſe particular Duties which are incum- 
bent on you as Gentlemen, and therein ſhexw you that conſuder- 
edas ſuch , you havea Calling, and ſo free: you of that re- 
proach and miſery of being unprofitable burdens of the Earth, 
and then evince to you alſo that that Calling is ſo far fromim- 
plying any thing of real toil or uneaſineſs , that it is only an 
Art of refining and ſublimating your Pleaſures, rendring them 


more guſtful andexquiſite, and ſowill (if attended to) make | 


good to you in earneſt your miſtakenpretence t0a[Like of ſet- 
ſuality and delight, | 


THE 
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SECT 
. Of Buſmeſs and Callmgs in General. 


j, E that by /orhand improvidence difſipates and 
conſumes that Stock which 1s properly his own , 
falls juſtly under the blunt Cenſure of Folly, 
and uſually under the ſharper and more ſmart- 
ing Penance of Poverty and Want: But he that is 

butadeputed Manager , it he neglect his Depoſizum , is liable 

to a heavier weight both of Obloquy and Diſcipline. The 
weakneſs of the one may poſſibly meer with ſomewhat of 
pity; but the falſeneſs and treachery of the other: is the object 
ofan univerſal deteſtation, and is oftentimes very ſeverely ſen- 

tenced by thoſe, who, if they would impartially reflect , 

yould find themſelves deeply involved in the ſame guilt. 

2, GOD hasplaced Mar in the World , not as a Proprie- 
tary, but a Steward; he hath put many excellent things into 
his poſſeſſion , but theſe in truſt to be not only kept , but ne- 
potiated with , and by traffick improved to the uſe of the true 

owner : Yet herein dealing as a moſt bountitul Maſter, by 
not only promiſing tranſcendent Rewards in the future to his 
hdelity, but even annexing at the preſent (as zo the Heifer that 
 treadeth out the Corn) a molt liberal ſubſiſtence, interweaving 
his intereſt ſo with his Duty, that the diſcharge ofit is his 
only means of being happy even in this world. | 

3. THIS certainly is the ſtate of mankind in general ; 
every ( Imean Rational) perſon having ſomething of this kind 
truſted to him. No man that hath underftanding , be that 
ofa higher or lower ſize, but hath variety of abilities of one 
fortor other, and withal that actuating power, which ſhould 


——_— 


ktthem on work. And then ſarely he that hath not been ex- .| | 


cluded from the receits, mult not pretend an exemption from 


the || 
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the disburſements, the tasks,- but.is under a ſtri& obligation 
of improving what he hath thus received, of bringing in fruit _ 
to the Granary, as well in order to his own account andjo 
in the auditing of the Harveſt, as alſo to the glory of Go 
from whom alone he derives (and muſt impute) both the ſeed, a 
and irrigation, and the very increaſe. And he that on theſe MY 
oopys and according to theſe meaſures decently adminiſters. pet 
' hisProvince, ſedulouſly attends his duty in this matter, will | bxet 
find him:elf placed in ſachan ative ſtate of buſineſs, thathe M..* 
ſhall have little cauſe to ſuſpe&t himfelf neglected, or forpot- itt! 
ten by God and Nature, or placed in the world without a 


Calling. led 

4. FROM whatis thus indiſpenſably required of allmen, jo! 
no one rank or individual of that fp-czes can plead an immuni- er: 
ty. And therefore till thoſe whom Birch, Education and Wealth, WM lm: 
and the common dialect of the world hath made known by mn 
the ſtile of Gent/emen , ſhall think fir to expunge the latter part = 
of that title and diſclaim the nature of zen, asrhey arewilling hy 


to do the duty, they muſt certainly retract this error, and 
acknowledge they have their ſhares in this common oblig- WF 


tion. as 
; 5. NAY, indeed if they could ſo far imitate the Princesf wh 


> the Morning, asto ſucceed to that rank which he was willing n 
| to leave, I mean to aſcend above Humanity and aſſumethe A 
| | natureof Angels, yeteven thither would this purſue and over- , 
$i take them. Among all the Orders of that divine Hierarchy th 

| they would not find one Patron or Preſident of Idleneſs. For as "oY 
the ſpirituallity of their eſſence renders them more agile and 
aRive, ſothat activity is perpetually exerciſed in employing 
the divine abilities they have received, to the glory of God 
the Donor : and that not only in bearing a part in that Cele- Ct 
ſtial Quire which inceſſantly Coos his praiſes, but in themore 
laborious and ſervile offices of being miniſtring ſpirits, ya 
even to thoſe to whom both in reſpect of nature and inno- "A 
cence they are infinitely ſuperior. And this they do with 
perfect alacrity and chearfulneſs, thinking it their oreatelt hoſ 
honour and diznity to be thus bulied. Their regirive Power Bit 
over the werld, ſaith Gerſon, ts not ſo ſuitable an ingreaient fora WM l 
Magnificat of cheir compoſing , . as that greater argnity of receivmg Ka 


and performing Gods commands : An evidence: how much the 
meaſures: 


j ” 
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meaſures of honour differ betweerr the Courtiers of Heaven 
nd Earth , the Inhabitants of that refined, -and this groſs 
tegion. Thus then the proſpect lies before the Gentleman : if 
echuſe either to look level on the ſame nature with himſelf, 
ir direct his eyes upward on that of the glorious ſpirits that 
mcompaſs Gods throne, he will not in all the Records of 
farth or Heaven find ever a Parent forſloth , any Clauſe of 
Exemption in this Univerſal Law. 

6. NAY, if this 22an in honour would bid farewell to his 
Birth-right , and become /tke the beaſts that periſh, Pſal. 49: 
10, ifhe could be content , in purſuit ofthis one fancied pri- 
filedge of a Gent/erman, to renounce all the real ones ofa man, 
nd make Nebuchadnezzars puniſhment his option : yet net- 
terthe field nor the foreſt could give him Sanctuary, afford 
limany nuraber ofaffociates to aid , or but countenance him 
n his mutiny againſt this divine decree, they would rather 
thistutors and monitors to obey it. For what rank even of 
hemoſt ſavage animals is there, which we can indict of the 
wtemploying thoſe faculties they have received? Are they 
lot generally in a perpetual and regular motion to thoſe ends 
br wich they were created, in continual exerciſe of thoſe 
pwers with which they are endued? Yeafome of them with 
ich improvement to all their neceſſary purpoſes, that it hath 
iſed 2 doubt whether they a by inſtin& or reaſon , by fancy 
t judgement. Pythagoras is diſcernably on their fide : and 
Anſotle that was leſs kind to them, ſeems by one ſaying to 
re yielded the cauſe , when of thoſe creatures which , he 
aith, wan reaſon , he confeſleth that fancy ſuppiies its place. 
[need not take part in this diſpute ; whatſoever their fa- 
ulties or Talents are, none can doubt oftheir uſe of them , 
tr whether this their uninterrupted obedience to the Law 
| their Creation reflects the proportionable glory on their 
reator, 

7. TO deſcend one degree lower yet ; The very manimate 
tures afford their conſort to this divine harmony; every 
Mcotthem perform thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe of all 

ole (not unaQive)qualities God hath put into them. The Sm 
ecieved a power of cheriſhing and enlivening terreſtrial 
$5,and it folds not up itsrays, but communicatesand diſ- 
Kaſth them freely. The Earth has received a power of fru- 
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reflect, there is little doubt but they would reſign at once their 


_  KRegioncouldnotafford it. For though it muſt be confeſſed, 
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Cifying , giving ſap and verdure to that which grows upon 
It, andit withholds not that vital moiſture, but like a tender 
nurſe ſends it forth liberally to all that expect nouriſhment Min 
from her breaſts; and fo proportionably to all other partsof MW 
this great body. And that all this ſerves to illuſtrate the glory {lc 
of that omnipotent wiſdom which hath placed them in this 


ofa perſpective. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the mapnif- 
cence and regularity of Solomons Court , ſhe brake out intoan 
admiration of his wiſdom : And ſurely afar greater occaſion 
1s miniſtred to all thoſe who contemplate the admirable order 
of the Univerſe, with all tranſportation of ſoul to magnifie 
and adore the divine Diſpoſer of it , as we ſee frequently exe 
plified tous in the ſublime Raptures of the holy Pſalmift,- who 
never better approves his right to be called zhe Sweet Singer of 
Iſrael, than on this raviſhing Theme. 

8. AND nowcan it be fancied a priviledge and dignity, 
to be the one jarring ſtring in this great Inſtrument? To dil-! 
compoſe this divine melody , . and become the only unprofita- : 
ble uſeleſs part of the Creation ? Shall thoſe whom God hath 
made /ittle lower than the Angels, ſubdue and debaſe their na- 
tures beneath the very loweſt rank of Creatures 2. and ſhall this 
(not humble but) ſordid exinanition be lookt upon with reve- 
rence, courted asa preferment ? This certainly isfuch anab- 
ſurdity , as wants nothing to its confutation , but merely to 
be conſider'd : And therefore if Gentlemen would but ſoberly 


claim, and their value of this ſo defaming a piece of honour, 
ſo abaſing an exaltation. — 6 

9. WE can let down our thoughts but one ftep lower, 
and that is into the bettomleſs pit ; and from thence lurenone 
will deſire to fetcha preſident; yet ifhedid, even that black 


thoſe accrrſed ſpirits accord not with the former inſtances, 1N 
reſpect of the end of their actions, yet they do in the acuvity 
it ſelf : theirs isa buſie ſtate, though to an ill purpoſe; $4## 
goes to and ſrointhe earth, Job 2:2. and he walks obo ſn 
whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5: 12. Yea he employesall hi ws 
culties too , makes diligent uſe of all that acutenels and dexte- 


. - - . . | (# 
rity, which either his nature or experience have _—_ 
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lim with towards that end he purſues. So that it were a 
yonging , 1 calumniating even of the very Devil, to charge 
in with idieneſs ; which though it be a fin which yields 
in ach liberal crops, that he may. well ſeek both to plant 
al cheriſh it in humane nature, yet he cannot offer ſuch via- 
ace to his own , as to becomean Example of it. RODE 
io. WE may hence make a meaſure , how ſcandalous re- 
nchful a thing this is, which neither Heaven , Earth, nor 
virſelf will own , but is like an illegitimate birth diſclaim'd 
all, How unreaſonable , nay how infamous will it then 
+, forthoſe to take up this expoſed brat , to foſter this vice 
their boſoms, who have ofall others the greateſt and moſ# 

ticular obligation to deteſt it, as having received the moſt 
lthoſe Talents which engaged them to action? And that ſuch 
ithe Gentlemans condition, a ſlight inſpection will ſerve to 
&nonſtrate, 
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Of Varieties of Callings. 


cumbent upon all , and renders it ſtrict duty to have 


dnen have received from God ſome abilities to auate , ſome Ta- 
"WW to improve; it follows by all Laws of inference, that 
Wwe who have received the moſt of theſe, can of all others 
Wea reaſonably pretend to an Exemption, but muſt on 
\ WW" contrary be acknowledged under the conſtraint of the 
bonger and more numerous ties, the general duty which 
trein lies upon all, extending and ſpreading it ſelf into 
wralBranches, according to the quality and proportion of 
WNsreceits. 

: HENCE it comes to paſs , that mens Callings and 
®lojments become ſo various, not only by the free choices 
AMeleveral men , but even by the direction and afſignation 

wad and Nature, becauſe one man is furniſhed withan 
ity, which qualifies him for one ſort of calling , another 


Wy hisdiſtin& propriety markt out for another, And _— 
| lo 


Neem ince the univerſal obligation, which is in- | 


Y aCalling, reſts upon this undeniable ground, That 


\ 
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alſo it 1s, that thoſe callings, which are diſtin in ſeyery] 
perſons, may come to be united in one man , becauſe th 

ſeveral abilities, which conſtitute thoſe Callings concurring 
in him., the duties muſt by unavoidable conſequence do ſo 
alſo. This is in ſome degree obſervable in moſt men, who 
beſides the general powers common to mankind, do receize 
ſome peculiar in order to ſome ſpecial end., and ſo are obliced 
not only to thoſe Exerciſes which belong indifferentlytothei 

whole ſpecies, but to thoſe alſo for which they are individual 

Iy qualified. Thus thoſe whom God hath called to Chriſtian 

ty, are by that impowred for thoſe performances which that 
holy profeſſion exats, and ſo have the calling of Chriſtians 
faperadded to the other, which either natural or civil obli 

gation had laid upon them ; ſo that the ſame man may have 
various callings, inrelationto his differing capacities, unleſiiM 
as we diltinguiſh mens ſouls into the vegetative, the animal, 
and the rational, vrhich in ſtrifter ſpeaking may be ſaidtobe 
only divers operations of the ſame ſoul , ſo in truth what we 
term ſeveral callings, be but the ſame comprehenfiveone, 
ſtretching it {elf into the ſeveral faculties of the perſon. 

3. I NEED not attemot to evince the impropriety of 
the phraſe, *twill ſerve my end as well that they paſs for ſer 
ral, andthe application I ſhall make of it, is to ſhew thoſe 
who are unwilling to hear of any Calling at all, that they tave 
obligations indiſpenſable to more than one. They have woat 
ever can belong tothem asmen , they havealſo what belong 
to theni as Chriſtians; and they have alſo a peculiar addition 
appertaining to them as Gent/emen, that is by interpretation, 
thoſe whoare diſtinguiſhed from the vulgar , not only b 
empty names and airy titles, but by real donatives, difir 
buted to them by God, as ſo many diſtinct advantages, fertile 
and prolifical abilities, towards the bringing him 1n his &: 
pected harveſt of honour and glory. | 

4. IT istoo much to be doubted , many ofthem may n+ 
admonition concerning the r3wo former of theſe callings; 
duties even of men,much more ofChriſtians being ſo far wok 
out of practice, that they ſeem to be out of memory t003 , | 
if they beatall reflected on, *tis with the ſame ſcorn thatt | 
antiquated habits ofour forefathers are, as things fit only t 


dreſs a man up an. object of laughter and derition. = 
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uld be too vaſt a Theme , and beſides is ſuperſeded by the 
pny pious labours of others. My purpoſe therefore is not to 
matat all ofthem,otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to be link- 
{and interwoven, as in many particulars they are, with 
te third, that of the Gentleman. 
5. AND hero they need not fear that I mean to put the 
wade or Hammer into their hands, to require them to become 
ather Husbandmen or Mechanicks : my whole Deſign 1s 
hunded in their diſtin&tion from theſe, namely, in thoſe 
hings, wherein either in kind or degree they excel them. 
What many ſuch things there are, they will aced no Monitor 
tanothertime, when the Queſtion is only of the Reverence 
nd Reſpe& due from ſuch their inferiours : In ſuch caſes 
ef ocry one can make large Scrolls and Catalogues (Wwrizten, like 
Wikies Roll , within and without) of his Advantages and Pre- 
matjves, and ſtretch them to the exaCting the very laſt mite 
&Tribute they can poſſibly pretend to. But let them remem- 
kr, that God is as jealous of his Honour, as they can be of 
keirown : and theretore as they make thoſe Pre-eminences, 
fſtruments ofattracting Glory from thoſe below them , ſo 
MW they muſt alſo of reverberating and returning it home to that 
lvine Power above them , W beſtowed them to that end, 
Wd will not finally be deluded; but if they will diſappoint 
lsprimary intention, that of having his Grace glorified in 
licir faithful managery of thoſe Talents, they ſhall not be 
ldle to defeat his Somers , thatof having his Zu/iice magni- 
tedinthe fatal doom of ſuch /orhficl ſervants ; if they will envy 
Im the more agreeable ſatisfaction of beſtowing Rewards, 
ley cannot defraud him of that (though inferiour) of execut- 
tg vengeance. : 


Ares 
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The nes of the Gentlemans e A, advantages above 
tthers. 


L UT to dwell no longer on Generals, I ſhall deſcend 
tO particularize thoſe Advantages , by whick they are 
levered and diſcriminated from the yulgar,and which 

nequently by being peculiar to them, devolve onthem an 

"pxaon of a difine} Duty, And here I ſhall be careful to 
prevent 
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prevent diipute, and therefore take in none but what are 
obvious, as to be univerſally acknowledged ; and then havin 
my premiſſe-granted, I ſhall hope they will not betray them 
me” ſuch ill Logicians, as to reſiſt or diſclaim the Con. 
clufion. 


2. I BEGIN with that Advantage which they are ar. 
lieſt poſſeſt of, that ofan ingenuous and refined Eaucation; off is: 
which, I hope, none that hath had it, will fo far confuteMi:te 
the efficacy , as to deſpiſe and undervalue it. What the Apoltle(ſWſir! 

urges in a higher argument , Rom. 9. may be appliable here, M'rll 
Mens minds are naturally of the ſame Clay : Edacation is thefWiir! 
Potters hand and wheel , that forms them into Yeſls of howurM!; 
or diſhonour. And though experience ſhews us, it is too poſſi. ſuc 
ble for Men to deface thoſe nobler Impreſſions which theyM': 
have thus received, yetthat makes it not ceaſeto be init ſelfaMi'* 
moſt eſtimable Bleſling, any more than that excellency of "1 
Gods Image wherein Man was created , could be defaced byM 4 
his Fall. Itis certain, there is no hamane means more effe-i 01 
Etual towards the refining and ſharpening 'Mens intelle&s, '; 
 givinpthem an edgeand quickneſs; and that the more, be." 
cauſe it rakes them in that age wherein their facultiesare, as 6 


their joynts, pliant and tractable, and ſo capable of being by 
exerciſe improv'd into great degrees both of ftrength andaRtt- 
| vity. This Advantage the meaner ſort generally want , theex+ 
I penſefulneſs of ſuch a breeding ſets it beyond their reach :W* 

1 The indigence of whoſe condition, doth on the contraryde-*!! 
termine their purſuits to that'only , which may bring tem "i. 
ina ſubſiſtence, faſteris them to the Shop or Plough ;-and ſo i 
leaves their minds uncultivated and unapt for thoſe more ex- lps 
cellent productions which the happier Inſtitution of Gentlemmn 
enables them for; as we ſee it obſerved by the Wiſe-mat 0d 
Eccles. 38:25. to the end of that Chapter. - i 

3. A SECOND Advantage is that of #a/th, which to v" 
Gentlemen ſeems to be, as it were rained down from the 
Clouds, both in reſpec of the plenty and the eaſincsot15F 7 
acquiſition. Fair Patrimonies , large Inheritances deſcend 00 
them without one drop of their ſweat, one minutes toil of 
ſolicitude, as ifthey were the undoubted Heirs of the Ifravlites 
ming: ,  Succefſors in their Canaan , who were t0 pf 


Houſes full of all good things which they filled nat , and Wells agg 


Il "9 Gentlemens Advantages. 9 


wich they digged not » Vineyards and Olivetrees which they planted 
yr, as it is Deut. 6: 11. The Poet hath placed it in the front of 
i: [Inventory » the prime ingredient in the completeſt felicity 
Cthis life. Res 107 parta labore ſed reliffa : whereas on the other 
{is the lower rank of Men fetch their mere neceſlaries out of 
\zFarth , which being as it were, hardned and petrified by 
M {mms fin, muſt be mollified and ſuppled with their ſweat, 
fore it will become penetrable , will not yield them food, 
ut gives them alſo a portion of ſorrow with it. They muſt 
Ii} be torn with thoſe Thorns and Briars which cover her 
irface, before they can fetch nouriſhment out of her Bow- 
{; they muſt Buy their Bread with their ſweat ,- asif they 
ac ingroſſed the penalty of their firſt Fathers {ſin , whilſt 
1tlemen ſweat only at the engagement of their ports, or by 
he direction of the Phyciſcan , to digelt their fulneſs of Bread. 
Fhichevery one muſt confeſs a ſufficient inequality. 
i A THIRD isthat of Time, This depends by way of 
onſequence on the former. For God having made ſuch libe- 
alproviſions for them,thus prevented them with the Bleſſings 
thi;zGoodneſs, they can have no nced to employ their time 
ppainthat, wherewith they already abound ; and ſo being 
tempted from that one devouring expence of it , have a great 
1M {ck t© beſtow on other more excellent purpoſes : whereas 
i-M ic poor Man hath ſcarce any vacant minute, or ſuch as he 
WW call his own, They are all foreſtalled by thoſe prefling ne- 
WM (iti which lie nnremoveable upon him. His day-hours are 
n paged by his labour , his nights by his reſt ; and the ſatis- 
off its of theſe Claims ſo neceſſary , that hisown ſupport , per- 
r-W 25 that alſo of a numerous family depends upon it; and 
mY "crcfore he may not attempt to defeat them. So that if Time be 
1M 0 accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly it is, hereis 2 
0nd ſort of Poverty to which he is expoſed as a reſult of the 
oF ber; and another manifeſt inequality between him and 
io Ml it Gentleman. | | 
ol 4 FOURTH is that of Authority, by which Tmean 
0 "that which belongs to thoſe which are advanced toPublick 
xr Ml Vice; for that being peculiar to ſome few only , will not 
ex A a diſtinct part in my preſent conſideration : but Iunder- 
jo by It that more private influence which Gentlemen gene- 
cal FU) ave on thoſe that are their Depenaents. And this alſo _ 


io THE GENTLEMANS CALLING © 


— — — —”——— 


be reckoned an effect of the former, their Wealth : Forin 
proportion to that, the number of Servants, Tenants, and 
Penſioners, (yea, perhaps of Friends tco) is to be meaſured 
And overall theſe they have ſomewhat ( though not ofabſy. 
lute deſpotical dominion,yet) ofſway and prevalency.On the 
other ſide, the poor Mans authority is bounded within the 
narrow circuit of his little cottage, being in effe& no other 
than the propagation of that Power Nature hath given him 
over his own body, to thoſe Branches which (pring from it, 
his Children ; and to that Cicn which is ingrafted intoit, his 
Wife. And it he ſhall but peep out of this little Principality, 
attempt teenlarge his Territories, and preſcribe to any For- 
Eigner, he will ſoon be taught how little his power is acknow- 
ledged, and conſequently how great a diſtance he ſtands in 
this particular alſo from the Gentleman. 
6. THE fifth is that of Repuration and Efrem; whichas 
the World goes, is a ſhadow that waits enly on thegreater 
Bodies. Wealth and Honour are the things y iv render any 
perſon conſiderable amongſt Men, prepare them with anapt-! 
neſs to embrace his Dictates, to conſider his Counſcls, to 
tranſcribe his Copies. And though now it often fallsouttobe 
an unjuſt meaſure, yet perhaps it may have no unjuſt Origt- 
nal. For if ſuch perſons did make uſe of thoſe advantapes they 
have, to make their Minds as rich as their Fortunes, this were 
but their due. And therefore if it be paid them upon this ſuppo- 
ſition, it is they only thatare guilty of the injuſtice, bj de- 
feating the ground of1t. But by what tenour ſoever they nold 
it, *tis ſure, it may be madean apt Inſtrument to many good 
purpoſes, and therefore well deſerves to be accounted into 
the number of their advantages. But now if you look on!ir 
poor Man, you ſhall ſee him loaded with Contempts, fron 
which no inward excellencies he poſleſſes can reſcue him. !: 
i5the obſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, that zbe poor man'w)- 
dem #5 deſpiſed, Eccleſi 9: 16. So hated and ſcorned a tiling 
is Poverty , that it ſeems the Fate of it is infectious, 10 
caſts reproach upon the moſt eſtiwable things that cohabit 
with it. The world is ſo full of inſtances of this tritl, 
that we need go no higher than our own times. but! 
' we ſhould look back , we may find one as ancient 4: Jab 
who in his own perſon experimented theſe diſtant ets: 
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of Proſperity and Adverfity. While he was in a flouriſhing 
condition Men gave ear to him, and waited and kept ſilence at his 
r aunſol. After bis words , they ſpake not again, and his ſpeech drop- 
. M.inmbem, Fob 29: 21, 22. But in the next Chapter we find 
WI :he Scene quite changed , and this reverenced and adored per- 


» ſon is become a [org and a by-word to the baſeſ? of men. 1 ſhall 
or fl readily acknowledge this injurious treating of the poor to be 
nM ag7cat Barbariſm. But though there can nothing be inferred 
t, from 1t as de jure, yet its being io defafo, proves all I am 
i,  2bout toaſſert, viz. The great unevenneſs that is (in this in- 
lance, as well as the former) betvreen Gentlemen and their 
h laferiors. : 
7. H4 VI NG given this Schedule of undeniable Privi- 
-1 WM -42:o they enjoy , I ſhall, before 1 proceed farther, beſeech 
them here to make a ſtand , and ſoberiy to conſider whether 
aff itbcimaginable, that God hath put ſo many excellent Inſtru- 
or nents of Action into their hands , only to make them lets 
ny :Hiye 0 That wereto accuſe the Divine Wiſdom of ſuch an 
tt- unskilful kind of managery , as the ſhailowelt Humane Pro- 
oY fidcnce falls not under, Will any of them be at thecareand 


be& cxpenſeto turniin a Servant with all Materials and Utenfils tor 
work, with no other Dehign , butthat he may ſpend his time 
etherin Necp or riot ? It they will not, I ſhall ask how they 
would like a Servant that ſhould ſo ablurdiy pervert their in- 
tentions * And according to the anſwer they give to that , leave 
them to conclude of their own acceptablencts with their great 
Maſter; who not oniy in a fingie inſtance, but inan habi- 
tual courſe behave themſelves as prepoſteroutly. I cannot 
ve how fuchareaection, if made with any ſeriouſneſs, can 
215 of being attended with a ſevere ſelf- condemnation. And 
tnen that being ſo proper a baſis and ground-work, ſhould 
netainks by a kind, even of natural energy, invite them to 
lerſtruCt on ir more Noble and Chriſtian purpoſes ; that 
ney who are ſo apt to expect Adoration from others, ſo wil- 
inp to be [doliz'd may not y<t any longer be willing to be in- 
Cedldols (2ave mouths and jpeak not, Ofc. P{al. 135. as many 
Wttive powers , as thote have Organs) but may rather 
tlpire to ſvme degree of reſemblance to that Divine Efſence, 
Whoſe operations are as Inceſlant as Excellent , and by an 
Wintermitted Induſtry n employing thofe auvantages 
God 
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_ hath put into their hands, anſwer his deſign in beſtowing 
them. | 
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SET. 4-0; 


T he Branches of his Calling founded inthe firſt Advuay- 
tage, that of Education. 


evigent, that a Gentleman hath a Calling ; it is now ſea 
A ſonableto advance, and ſhew what that is. And ofthis 
the ground hath already been laid in the laſt Se&ion by the enu- 
meration of thoſe peculiar Advantages he poſſeſſes ; ' which 
being thoſe Talents committed to his managery , his Calling 
will be the moſt exa&tly anatomized and deſtributed into its 
parts, by unfolding thoſe ſeveral Branches of his Receits, and 
examining what improvements each of them is capableof, 
whichas ſo many diſtin Limbs make up theentire Body of 
his Calling. 
_ 2. THIS I ſhalldo, not only in the groſs, but ſeveral- 
ly, through every one of them, and ſhall take the liberty of 
doing it withthe addition of a double reflection ; the one on 
the contrary prafice, the other on zhe pleaſure and (atisfadtion 
that will infallibly attend the diſcharge ofrh:5 Duty. 
3. I BEGIN with that of their Eaucarion; the former 
part whereof commonly commences as timely as the fir 
Exerciſes of their Reaſon. It is ſo creditable a,thing to have 
Children put into an early nurture, that there are tew Parents 
ſo careleſs of their own reputation , as to neglect it , but do 
either by themſelves, or ſome others, to whom they allign 
thecharge, put them uncer ſuch a Diſcipline as may break their 
natural rudeneſs and ſtubbornneſs, mould them into ſome 
form of Civility,and teach them that firſt Fundamental Leflon 
of Obedience, 'on which all future inſtructions muſt bebuilt 
And this isan huge Advantage, not mn towards the ſuccecd- 
ing parts of Education, but toward the regularity of the 


E; J PRESUME it is by this time rendred ſufficiently 


whole lie. For by having their Infantpaſſions thus checke 
and bridled , they become more tame and governable ever 


after. The next part of Education, is Erudition and inftrac2o 
2 
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and under a Succeſſion of this they are for many years. Scarce 
zny that owns the name of Gentleman, but will commit his 
Gon to the care of ſome Turor, eitherat home orabroad , who 
it firſt inſtills thoſe Rudiments, proper to their tenderer years, 
and as Ag: matures their parts, ſo advances his LeEtures, tilf 
he have let them into thoſe ſpacious Fields of Learning, which 
will afford them both Exerci.c and Dclight. This is that Tree 
of Knowledge , upon which there lies no interdi&t : which in- 
fructs not, as thatin Edendid, by [ad and coſtly experience, 
but by fair and fate intuitions, and may well be looked on as 
aprincipal plant in that Parade wherein God hath placed this 
rank of Men. 

4 THESE two parts of Education united , qualifie a 
Man for many excellent purpoſes. It will be 1mpoſlible to enu- 
merate all, becauſe a mind thus ſubdued and cultivated , muſt 
yet ow the opportunities of many actions to outward cir- 
camſtances and occaſions, which being various and acciden- 
tal, can with no certainty be brought into the account. But 
abftracting from theſe, thereare divers more intrinlick bene- 
fits which nothing but a Mans ſelfcan fruſtrate; and thoſe 
alone I ſhall inſift on. | 

5. FIRST, a Man thus Educated js better prepared to re- 
filt all Errors that may invade his {Jnderſtunaing : his diſcerning 
Faculty is morenimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround a 
Propolition , and diſcover the infirm and feebleparts; and 
{oisnot to be impofed upon by ſuch {light Sophiſms, as capti- 
vate whole herds of the vulgar. This Advantage, it is apparent 
behath, and it is his duty to make ule of it, to examine cau- 
tiouſly the grounds of an Opinion , before he give up his aſſent 
toit, and not to betray his Reaſon, either to his Sloth , by 
neglecting to give it a competent diſcuſſion ; or to his In- 
tereſt, by electing Tenerts rather by their profitableneſs than 
their truth, This certainly is the leaſt that is ſuppoſable to 
be required of thero in this particular, and ſureit is ſo mode- 
ntean injunction, as the moſt mutinous humour can have 


00 temptation to quarrel at. For who could think him a - | 


vere impoſer who having furniſhed a Man with alight to 
dre him through fome dark paſſage, ſhould only require 
him not to blow it out ? 
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6. AND ashehaththis Advantage in reſpect ofhis Unger. 
Panding, ſo hath he, inthe fecond place, in relation to his 
Wl : which though it be a free faculty, and conſequently 
cannot be forcibly determined to anything, yet it is capable 
of perſwaſtons and inducements, and is uſually bended and 
inclined by them. It muſt therefore be a fair ſtep towards the 
rectifying ofthe Will, when the intelle& is ſtored with Ar- 
guments and Incentives to goodneſs. And this Learning muſt 
be ſuppoſed to provide for, unleſs we will exclude out ofthe 
Scheme, both Morality and Divinity ; for each of thoſe will 
yield variety of fuch Arguments. Morality will preſent Vertue 
as perfectly amiable in it ſelf, and ſo fit to beembraced for its 
own ſake : andnotonlyſo, but alſo as hiphly profitable and 
advantageous to us, as being that which gives the ſublimeſt 
perfection to our Natures, the ſweeteſt reſt and tranquillity 
toour Minds; andin a word, a full ſatis!a&tion to all our 
Rational Appetites. Divinity confirmsall this, and ſuperadds 
what infinitely tranſcends it, the aflurance of thoſe eternal 
and glorious rewards in another World. And theſe ſvrely are 
ſuch tempting alle#;ves, as are very proper to attract the Will 
to chuſe what appears thus excellent, thus deſirable, provided 
they bejuſtly repreſented to it. And the doing that, the preſs 
ing theſe motives home upon the Y7:7, and that in refuta- 
tion of all the contrary deceivablepretenfions of vice, is the 
firſt part of their obligation. But then there is alſo a {- 
cond, and that is, that they permit themſelves to be per- 
{waded by ſuch efficacious arguments, and actually con- 
form their wills to theſe dictates of their underſtanding, 
that is , that they really and effectively be ſuch men , as 
their education directs and requires them to be : Which 
being the work of their 77s , *twill be abſurd to plead 
impoſſibility or infirmity , fince *tis manifeſt they may it 
they will ; which is ſuch a degree of liberty , as ſervesin all 
other inſtances todenominate a man a free agent , and ſuch as 
all puniſhments and rewards both divinc and humane arc 
founded on. $ 

\7. A THIRD advantage is in relation to his Afefions ; 
which being the infcriour and morc brutiſh part ofthe man», 
are yet ſo impetuousandaſſuming, that they are very aptt0 


uſurpthe dominion over the nobler faculties ; and where thc) 
ozin 
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where the common people haye wreſted the Scepter, all 1s 


putinto confuſion, Now that which may prevent thefe civil 


broilsin the ſoul, and ſecure the government to the proper 
Sovereign, may well bereputed an advantage. And to this, 
nothing meerly humane is more conducing than Eaucation. 
For firlt, that early diſcipline which we preſumed, one part 


of it putsa bridle in the mouths of theſe head-ſtrong paſſions, - 


which by many repeated acts of reſtraint at laſt forget their 
native ferity , and become more calm and tractable. But then 
erudition compleats this conqueſt, backs this unruly beaſt , 
and by a dextrous managery not only reftrains , but guides 
him , and makes him ſerve to many uſeful purpoles, renders 
theſe mutinous rebels not. only captivated {laves, but good 


Subjects, obedieat to the laws of Reaſon. All this Education | 


tot it ſelfaptly diſpoſed ro do, it Men will not take the Beaſts 

artagainit it, encourage him to plunge till he have thrown 
theRider. Andall that is in this particular required oithem, 
sbut to hold faſt thoſe reins that are thus put into their hands, 


to keep their AﬀeCtions in ſuch ajuſt ſubjeRtion, that they ' 


may receive not give layers. Thus we ſee the influence which 
Education hath on all the efſential parts of a Mans mind. And 
were it here ſo immured and clofed vp, that it could make 
nofallies at all thence, did the ſoul, like Gizeovs Reece, in- 


prols all this precious dew ; yet whilſt that received {uch liberal 


miuſtons, it would irrefragably evince this to be no mean 1n- 
conſiderable advantage. But it is indeed impoſſible it ſhould 
deſoconfin'd ; for if it bepermitted to maketheſe imprefiions 
Within, as heatin the centre fails not to diffuſe it {elf to the 
arcumference; ſo certainly will it extend and manifeſt it ielf 
n the more viſtble effects; all the products and emanations 
of 2 mind thus regulated will own tacir original , beat the 
Mpe of their Parent. 
8. AND firſt his Behavionr will be affable and civil, not 
nſolent and imperious ; as one that knows Humanity and 
gentleneſs 154 common debt to Mankind, and therefore will 
dot think fit to contract or dam up his civility into ſo narrow 
icompaſs, that it ſhall ſwell into complement, and mean 
ery towards thoſe above, and not ſuffer one drop to 


Glcend on thoſe beneath him : but diſperſe its ftreamsſo, 
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that all channels may be filled with it. *Tis true, the depth 
of ſome will requirea greater proportion to that filling than 
others; and there 'tis not to be doubted but he may be more 
liberal; only in the mean time the ſhallower arenotto re. 
main dry. Let the inequality be ſuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subje&s, not from the partiality of the 
Agent, and heprevaricates no part of his duty in this matter, 
9. SECONDLY, his Words will be temperate and de- 
cent, the product of judgement, not of rage. For he that 
hath calmed his paſſions, hath nothing to betray him to raſh, 
angry, or rude language : this isa foam which is caſt upon- 
ly by the billows of a turbulent tempeſtuous mind; and can 
never be the iſſues ofa ſerene compoſed temper. To this it is 
bat proportionable, that they be alſo weighty and material, 
A wiſe mans words, faith the Son of Sirach , are weighed in 
the balance, and therefore he that hath improved his Educa- 
tion to that pitch of proficiency , will ſurely look hisdiſcourle 
be ſuch, as may anſwer that character, which muſtat the 
leaſt ſuppole it to have ſomething of ſolidity , no Man cver 
attempting to put froth and bubbles into the Scales. And not 
only ſo; but it muſtalſo preſume it to have ſomething of uſe 
and value; for, whoever takes pains to weigh what for its 
uſeleineſs and meanneſs he intends to caſt out as refuſe? and 
doth theſe qualifications are very eſſential parts of a Gentlemans 
diolect, the one oppoſed to light and fooliſh, the other to 
enſeaſonable ditco1rfe. For as the one hath nothing of weight 
{onlef{s ib be that ofa burthen to the hearers) ſo the other can 
ravenothing otuſe, nor conſequently of worth , that being 
tro bu meatured by che aptneſGof itto the perſons to whom 1t 
t5 adarci]ed. It ſhould be the endeavour of thoſe whom God 
hath endued with knowledge, to convey as much of bene- 
fir and inftruction to others as they can : in order where- 
unto *tiz neceſſary they adapt their ſpecch to the capacities 
of thoſe they treat with, otherwiie let them diſcourſe ne- 
vcr io elaborately , they will rather confound than edifie, 
and appear to affe& more to boaſt, than communicate their 
knowledge. | | : 
10. LASTLY, his Empleyments will be worthy and in- 
enuous. A Man that hath this ward Nobility of Mind ſuper- 


added to that of his Birth, will abhor to buke hin p 
cio 
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ciouſly or impertinently ; he hath thoſe qualifications , which 
render him uſeful , and he mutt give himſelf thoſe Exerciſes, 
whereby he may become the moſt eminently ſo. 1t by juſt au- 
thority he be aſſigned to any publick charge, he isto embrace 
it chearfully ; not as 2 prize either to Ambition or Cove- 
touſveſs, but as an opportunity of Vertue ; a ſphere wherein 
he may move the moſt vigorouſly in the ſervice of God and 
his Country. But this happening but to few, it is neceſſary he 
have ſome other reſerve of action. And ſuch ſurely, he that 
induſtriouſly deſigns it , cannot want : wherein though per- _ 
haps his influence will not be ſo general as in that, yet it may 
fall very auſpiciouſly on many. And when all thoſe occaſions 
areexhauſted too , when all direct operations are ataſtand, 
he may yet. betake him to the reflexed, employ his activity 


upon himſelf , which will allways remain a proper object of 


his Induſtry , he being though a rich, yet till ſuch an im-. 
proveable ſoil, as will incourage and reward his Husbandry ,. 
though never ſo often repeated. And now I ſhall preſume it 
apparent , That Education is a molt eſtimable Treaſure; a pre-: 
cious Mine that contains ſo many rich veins. O, why ſhould. 
any that poſſeſs it, ſuffer themielves to be poor , meerly for 
want of diligence in digging out the Ore ? = 

11, AND would to God that were an impertinent com- 


' Phint, ſuch as none were concerned in. But they that look 


on the Manners of many that have had this happy inſtitution, 
will find too great cauſe to wonder and bewail, that ſo hope- |} 
fulaSeeds-time ſhould produce ſo ſlender, nay ſo degenerate 
aCrop : As if Fobs curſe were here exemplified, Fob 31: 40. 
Thiftles to grow in ſtead of [Wheat , and Cockle in ftead of Barly. 
Patarch tells us of a woice frozen in the midſt of a River , that 
became audible by the thaw, and applies it to Moral Precepts 
tpht in youth , but aCtuated by age. The Simile ſpeaks 
himto have lived in better times : for in theſe, the voice 
dſlves with the Ice , leaves not ſo much as an Echo be- 
hind it. Men now make it the buſineſs of their riper 
Jears, to unravel not the follies, but the learning of their 
Jouth : tio ſooner are they got from under the Diſcipline of 
others, but the firſt a&t of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe no- 
ons which have been inſtilled into them. And here they are 
luch ſevere Lifors » that the mildeſt infliction is to gag and jill 
B 4. bind ji 
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binJ them, deprive them both of voice and motion. Nor 
are they ordinaily fatisfied with this, bur as if they feared 
they would, like impatient Captives, watch ſome advantzge 
to break looſe zgiin, their final doom is Oftraciſm, they 
and their Lineage; all {uber Counfels derived from them are 
utterly expulit, fc totally raſed out of their minds, that not 
wc leaſt footiteps of crhem remain. And all this under the name 
of Pedantry, atitie, which 1t is probable their great averſe. 
nel to their Teachers ſuggeits to them , as the moſt pathetick 
reproach ; as if they meant now to be revenged on Learnin 
and Turor together, for attempting to make them wile nl 
their wills. . 

12. AND now when the root is thus ſtockt up, there is 
little expectation of Fruit. And therefore hethat ſhall here 
look for thoſe forementioned effects of Education , will be 
more d&i{appointed, than Chriff ſeemed to be by the figh-tree; 
that, though fruitleſs, yet aforded leaves. But here we are 
notto hope for ſo much, no ſign that ever there was ſuch a 
plant inthe ſoil. Let us briefly review thote ſeyerals, and ſee 
what of them is ordinarily tobe met with, 

13. AND firſt for thereſiſting of errors, we uſually find 
Gentlemen no Herozs 1n tnis point : their Under/tandings are 4s 
pliant, as ſeducible, asthoſe who never had their means of | 
tortifying them. And if they do indeed reject Errors, 1t1s 
commonly by the ame Engine , wherewith they caſt off 
Truth, v7. their inconfideration of both , as nut being able 
ro endureſo much {eriouſnchk and tatention oi mind, as may 
| ſerveto enter them of any opinion. They have tranſplanted 
their diſcerning faculty from their intelle& to their Senſes, 
and find it there ſo full, ſo inceſlant imployment, that it can 
neyer beat leiſureto revert to Scholaſtick diſynifitions. Thry 
can diſcern exactly the moſt minutecrror in their garmett, 
hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the Laws ofrhe Mode, are 
moſt exquiſite Judpes in all that relates to vanity or pleaſure, 
and can they ever think fit to trouble their heads (whoſe leat 
Lock muſt not fora world be difturbed) with abCruſcr ſpecu- 
lations, who have found out ſo much a moreeaſic cxerciſeo 
their faculties? If any ſhall think this charaer partakes of 
the Satyr , I ſhall beſeech him to compare 1t with the truCc 


{tate of our young Gallaizs in this point, and then por = 
4M 
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Gmeaccount that cold and ſcanty praiſesgo for derraction, I 
hall expect this very imperfect and partial accuſation may pals 
for a Panegyrick. 

14. NEXT for the regulation of their 7:75, that advan- 
tige depends ſo much on the former, that oftheir Underſtand- 
ings, that what evacuates that, muſt neceſiarily be ſuppoſed 
t5 do the fame for this alſo. It is not imaginable that he who 
hath defaced all his principles, whether moral or divine, or 
:t leaſt never revolves or conſiders them , ſhould receive any 
nfence from them , ſince they operate not but by a diſtinct 
plication. And here ſhould I ask many Gexrlemen, when 
they ever ſo much as attempted any thing ofthis ſort, 1 fear 
they would be forced to quarrel at the incivility of the que- 
ſtion, to evade the neceſſity of anſwering it. But God knows 
their actions ſpeak too loud, that their bulſinels 15 to obey , 
not topreſcribe; to fulfil, not regulate their J/:Ys. Nay mm» 
ded*tis too frequent , that inſtead oſcontorming their wills 
to their principles, they model and transform their princt- 
ples to their wills, hercin verifying Ar:i/or/2s obſervation , 
tat pleaſures ave corruptive of Principles. And fo by this one art 
0: inverſion , tne face of things is quite changed ; Vertue 
wiich their Books repreſented to them as lovely and honour- 
able, is now thought to have gained that luſtre only by the 
lattery and. varniſh of the Painters, and fo is decried asthe 
moſt unamiable, deſpicable creature : and on the other ſide, 
al the contrary vices are taken from under that black veil, 
Ploſophers or Divines have put upon them, and are fur- 
bilt'dand trimm'd up, ſet to open view, as the moſt fplen- 
ud, glorious things, the molt adorning accompliſhments of 
aomtlemar. 

Io, AND to ſecure this tranſmutation,, even God him- 
cif muſt bave his partin it, beconcluded to have been all this 
ville mif repreſented la thoſe.characters oF Purity and Fuſtice, 

3 Word has made of him, and to have laid no ſuch ſevere 
rliraints upon Men, as that telis us of. That Temperance , 
waſity, Self-denial , Mortification , &c. were but the creations 
"ome melancholy Recluſes, who would then enviouſly im- 
pole thoſe bands upon others, wherewith they had fooliſh- 
f itter'd themſelves; that God is more indulgent to Mens 


TpcUtes , which they may ſatiate here , as they pleaſe, 


"75 viith- 
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without thoſe future danyers Preachers fright them with, 
That this is the new Genzile Divinity, we need not appeal to 
Mens lives, their words openly proclaiming is, not without 
much ſcorn and contempt of their eafie ſimplicity , who go. 
vern themſel7es by the other. Yet as if this would not ſuffi 
ciently provide for impiety, as1fthey were conſcions ofthat 
abſurdity, which indeed there isin defining God an abettor 
and favourer of vice, many have advanced a ſtep higher , take. 
inga more compendiouscourſe, and ſince they cannot bring 
God over to their party, make him ſuch as will ferye their 
turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat Atheiſts, Of this 
there are too too many inſtances, and 'tis to be feared will be 
many more, whileſt toall other ſenſual allurements that opi- 
nion makes to its Proſelytes, this is added, that it isbecome 


a creaitable thing , the badge and ſignature of a modern I \ 
Wit , thus to be onc of Davids fools, in ſaying thires mW t 
God. { 
16. IN the next place, Ict vs defcend to the 4fefims, Ml 1 
and ice what effects of their education is diſcernible there, And MI } 
truly that ſeemsto be no other, than what is obſervable ofa IO | 
dam, bat to intercept the courſe of ſome rapid ſtream, which I # 
ſo ſoon as it is either removed or born down, thetorrent WM t 
guſhes with ſo much the greater violence, for having had that WW y; 
oppoſition : ſo here, when the reſtraints, which bridled WM y 
chetr minority, are taken of, their paſſions ſwell toa higher I «; 
degree ofimpetuofity, they ceaſe to be Boys and Men toge- BY th 
ther, the Man is diſmounted , looſes the reins, and isdraggd i «i 
whither the fury ofthe beaſt direts. A fad change, yet day W tr 
200 vifiblein many : foralas, what is more ordinary that WF i; 
to ſee Gentlzzn , under the dominion of theſe brutiſh appe- 
tites? Sometimes tranſported by a Rage to the greateſt Ut- WF 1; 


gecencies, nay Dangers ; ſometimes hurried by a Lu kt WF ti 
the paſſe/? perſon, Mark. 9g: 22. through fire and water , the molt MW ti 
deſperate deſtructive attempts, and have nothing but rotte- I 't 
neſs and diſcaſe as the final prize of all thoſe difficult ad- Wl |, 
ventures; ſometimes drowned in ſwiniſh Intemperance ; 0 oh or 
ſometimes again intombed in the Earch, buried as It WW | 
alive by ſordid covetouſneſs, as if they meant to tranſeride, MW hy 
though not the innocence, yet the ſufferings of the Prom!” Wh (ol 


Chriſtians, in being torn in pieces by wild Beaſts. __— del 
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tude,that thoſe wo laugh at the precept of ?urning the other cheek, 
t Ml Marth. 5: 39. would not here infinitely over-att it ; and pive 
- BY vp themſelves to be buffered , yea flaughter'd by theſe their 
- W cruelleſt enemies, nor be ſuch Platorick lovers of Martyrdom, 
t MW atochuſe only this, whereto there is no Crown annexed, but. 
r Wl whatisworn in the Kingdom of darkneſs. 

- 17. AND now ſince we are thus to ſeek of theſe inivard 
o i effets, we can with no reaſon hope for any of thoſe ou7ward, 
r MW which are the reſults and conſequences of theſe. And then 
; Wl 'twillbe no wonder to obſerve Gent/emen behave themſelves 
diſdainfully and imperiouſly , as if they could not ſet a juſt 
11ueon themſelves, without the unjuſt contempt of others. 
'Tistrue indeed, this is commonly a wind that blows but one 
way, down the hill; only upon thoſe below them , upwards 
they breath gentler gales; it being one of their moſt ſtudied 
faculties, to perform all acts of the moſt ſuppererrogating C1- 
'; Wl viity to thofe above them. But when that Civility is through- 
id WF lv (canned, it will prove a greater injury than the contrary 
Rudeneſs; *tis made up of ſuch hollow profeſſions, ſuch groſs 
flatteries as are much worſe than reproaches, nay ſeldom fail 
tobe aCtually ſeconded with them ; there being nothing more 
uſual, than to revile and deride thoſe at a diſtance, whom, 
vhenpreſent, they admire and adore. And theſe now be- 
come ſuch efſential indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, that 
the want of either inevitably betrays a man to the title of a 
lilly Ruſtick ; Flatteries and Deſpifings being the two con- 
trary elements , whereof he , whom they call a Fine Gentleman » 
to be compounded. . 

18. THIS pives an account alſo of ſome part of his Dia- 
4k, which thus far anſwers little to thoſe requiſite qualifica- 
tions, Weight and Uſefulneſs ; there being nothing more 
vial or aſeleſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 
tverewell ifno worſe epithets belonged to them. Burt if we 
ookalfo into the reſt , they will ordinarily appear to carry 
portion with theſe : Tis every mans obſervation, that 70 
Ipring will riſe higher than its firſf head; and then words being 


" but the iſſues of the Mind , where that wants the ballaſt of 
fp Wer and vertuous Notions, 'tis no wonder if the diſcourſe 
- v upht and airy, *T were ealie to exemplific in the ſeveral ſorts 

| LL I of 


they might once be brought to relinquiſh this abſurd forti- 
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of it adapted to the ſeveral humours of men ; but 'tis alſo ſo 
acedleſs, that the copy would be too exatt by tranſcribins 
the impertinence too. But what ſuch frothy diſcourſe is naty: 
rally, tae moſt ſerious may become by accident : And thus 
welſce it the intirmity of ſome, who ſv far retain their Edu. 
cation, asto have their minds better repleniſhed to vent their 
plenty ſo unſeaſonably or afettedly, that it produces nothing 
of benefit to the hearers, but rebounds injuriouſly with the 
aſperſion of vanity upon themſelves. 

19. BUT ſuchisthe miſery of this Aze, that it were q 
fair compoſition, it Gentlz17en conld be pertyradel to reduce 
their Dzſcoz7ſe only to a privative fort of1!Inefs , *twere ſome. 
what tolerable, ifas on th2 one ide thev did not winifergrace, 
Eph. 4: 29. ſo on the other they did not breath infection onthe 
hearers. But alas! wit are all thoſe propnane {coffings at 
Piety, ſo frequent among them , but as ſ» many blaſtsand 
malevolent vapours to nip and deſtroy the praQtice of it; and 
fo we ſec it too commonly does among thoſe whoſegreener 
reſolutions ſet them not above their malignant influence. 
How docs their immodeſt and obſcene talk diſperſe and 
ſcatter their own 1mpure fires, to the inflaming of others! 
And whilſt they inſcribe upon theie Poyfons the inviting 
names of Ingenuity and Eſpriz; they do not only tempt men | 
greedily toimbibethem , but cven defame and proſtitutethat 
Witthey pretend to, render it a W4lderneſs for all favagerude- | 
neſs torangein ys and make as many Candidates for that repu- 
tation, as there are impious and beſtial men in the world. 
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And to this ſort of 7:7 they have found out a very proportion- W n 
able Rhetorick, I mean that of their Oazhs, that helliſh piece IJ 4 
of Oratory, which ſo overſpreads their language , that (like WF #« 
a profuſe Embroidery that even quite hides the Stuffe) it WW vv 
becomes the moſt remarkable part of it. *Tis not a little l 

| 


Rtrange how this fouleſt deformity hath gotten to paſs for 
an embelliſhment and ornament of Stile; but that it doth 
ſo, is very vifible not only from the no pretence of other ar 
temptation to it , but alſo from that affected and fudied MI th 
yariety obſervable among them , as if they had the ſame 
concernment for their Diſcourſe , which they have for 
themſelves, wiz. that it may every Year appear 1n ſome new Pa 
piece of Dreſs, have ſome Oaths freſh minted to ſetit off. th 
7 op | "20, 
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' 20. TO all theſe we may add their vain Boaſtings and al- 
umings, which are often ſo deplorably ridiculous, that *tis 
lubtful whether more pity or contempt belongs to them. 
Thus oftentimes , he that has but croſt the Seas to fetch a 
eather and fanraſtick Mien, brags moreofhis Travels, than 
f he had paſs'd the Line, and felt the ſcorchings of the Torrid 
Lone. And upon the ſtrength of this he takes authority to 
impoſe on others the moſt abſurd and incredible Relations ; 
jet ſtill impoſing more perniciouſly on himſelf, 5.e. a belief 
thathe appears very 11luftrious and glorious in all this, -and on 
that confidence the ſmiles which his auditors mean in ſcorn; 
ſhall be taken in applauſe of kim, and ſo encourage thoſe tollies 
they derice. 

:1, INDEED where this vain humour dwells, it will 
betray it ſelf in innumerable indecencies of {ſpeech , but never 


 ocsit give it ſelfa fuller or worſe character, than when it lets 


looſe to anger and rage, one of the moſt genuine and fruitful 
branches of this bitter root. And this we frequently ſee over- 
flow in al! the invenomed reproachful language imaginable, 
ſach as one would wonder ſhould fall from the mouth of 
2ty, whoſe education had not been wholly barbarous; an 
nverted kind of Fioquence , "whereto ſome , who. have 
= taugat the rules of better Rhetorick , have a greab 
vency. 


22, IF now we ſnould proceed to takea view of their 7-- 


ployments, there is little doubt but that Tekel, Dan. 5: 27. might 
be a proper inſcription on them, yea a mild one too, Light- 
nels and Vanity being many times the moſt innocent ingre- 
dient in them. And this is but a natural inference from the 
former : tor {ince the Principle of Actions as well as Words Is 
within, it will certainly operate alike in both ; as Water ſent 
from one fountain through ſeveral pipes , is the ſame, and 
lath cqual vertues or faults in each. It were too caſie to give 
« particular an account of theſe as the former ; but foreſeeing 
a occaſion to do that in another place , I ſhall transfer it thi- 
tier, as not detiring to iterate the importunity on ſo ungrate- 
lula ſubject. | 

23. AND now he that ſhall conſider, that all this is but the 
partial Image and repreſentation of thoſe, who have had 
lat Education we ſo much magnified, will ſure be tempted 
B 7 GAS to 
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to ask 7udas queſtion, Ad quidperditio hee? Why was all thi 
waſte of Diſcipline and Literature? To what purpoſe was 
coſtly a foundation laid, when the ſuperſtructure is inthe 
Apoſtles phraſe, 1 Cor. 3: 12. nothing bur hay and ſtubble? And 
I doubt many defeated Parents have cauſe to make this com- 
plaint : but I fear alſo divers of them may with juſtice accuſe 
themſtlves as Acceſſories to their own diſappointments, who 
by an overhaſty deſire of ſeeing their Sons men, do at oncean- 
ticipate and fruſtrafe their hopes, evacuate the benefit ofmany 
years Education , by taking them too ſoon from under itsbe. 
nign influence. Which though it uſually ſpring from immo- 
derate indulgence, is yet really the greateſt ſeverity ; for what 
can be more ſo, than to tie them to all the labour and toil ofthe 
Seeds-time,force theirChildhood to that ſtudy and intenſionof 
which that giddy age is moſt impatient, and then ſnatch them 
away at the Harveſ?; ſuffer them to converſe no more with 
Learning, when once they grow capable of receiving citherde- 
light or profit by it ? Thus of late it hath been the methodof 
Breeding, to polit them with an inconvenient ſpeed from one 
ſtage to another, many times bringing them too ſoon to ti 
Univerſity, but much oftner taking them too early from it, be- 
fore they have near gained what they came thither to furniſh 
themſelves with. And from' thence the next ſtep is overthe 
Sea, which ſoon waſhes away theſe Notions, which lie crude 
in their brains, but have wanted maturity of years to digeftin- 
to their manners. Indeed*tis not imaginable how they ſhould 
retain them, they being at their coming abroad ſolemnly put 
in a dire& courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they formerly 
learnt, their whole time being then by order to be taken up1l 
other unſpeculative exerciſes; wherein if they do happen t0 
attain to ſome eminency, yet 'tisſure but a dry exchangefor 
what they quit for it. But then*tis not one in twenty thatar- 
rivestothat: the negligence of Governours, or their own hea- 
dineſs, when they find the rein thus ſlackned , often make: 
their progres little in any thing they are appointed to ; but10- 
ſtead of that, they run a full career in all debancht pleaſures, | 
advance there in an inſtant to the higheſt proficiency. | ſa 
not thisto decry Travelling 1n general , but only the unicaſon- 
able time that is choſen for it. He that would really 1mpro'*. 


his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at ſuch a maene'g 
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25 
rhen by the help of his fore-going education his Judgement 1s | 
ried and qualified to make uſeful obſervations, his manners 
yell weighed and fixed, that ſo he may be capableofall the 

d, Foreign climes can afford, and ſecured from the infe- 
tion of the 11]; like a Load ſtone, attract things of weight 
only, and not like Jet, draw nothing but chattand ſtraws. But 
[confeſs this a digreſſion , and therefore return to thoſe who 
have thus embezled this precious Advantage-, (and who have 
90 much of their own wills init , to be able to transfer the 
uilt upon any error of their Parents) beſeeching them ſe- - 
ouſly to lay to heart this their ſo ruinous ill husbandry,and to 
et at laſt ſome better fruits of that ſeed appear ; not to ſuffer a 
piece of Plate left to the School or Colledge, to be the only 
Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and ſo bring thoſe So- 
cieties under the reproach of extortion , or fraud of profeſling 
learning but imparting none, of having taken ſomething from 
them without giving them any valuable conſideration , make- 
ingthem any proportionable returns. But that they would as 
aſt take up this Talent thus long buried in the napkin, and yet 
fall atrading with it. And though the time they haveloſt 
ſtould render them deſperate of the reward of the Ten Cities, 
tisyet motive enough to induſtry , to reſcue themſelves from 
the ſentence of the Slorhful Servant. And yet that will not be 
al, for there being no middle ſtate between reward and puniſh- 
ment, he that delivers himſelf from the one, puts himſelf like- 
wiſe intoa certain capacity of the other. But beſidesall he is 
toexpett hereafter, he is ſureat the time of a very fair Antepaſt 
dfpleaſure here, which he will immediately reap from it, as 
the firſt fruits ofthe future rich harveſt, which though the Law 
commanded to be ſacrificed , yet ſuch is the indulgence of the 
Goſpel, that it exa&ts nothing, but that men would themſelves 
enjoy them. | 
24, FOR ſach is theadmirable goodneſs of God , that he 
s generally pleaſed to adapt his commands, not only to our | 
Eternal , but Temporal concernments ; for knowing theim- | 
patience of our nature, that we love not to depend wholly upon _ 
teverfions, he hath been pleaſed to put ſomewhat of preſent | 
puſtand reliſh upon every part of duty. This might beeviden- | 
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eddiſtin&tly through the whole Codex of Chrittian Precepts, | | 


UsNole is eaſie, nay , gracions Yoke ; his burden a light burden, i 
Matih, 
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Matth. 11:28. And from this generalgroungd, I may have war. 
rant ſufficient to affirm the like of this particular Iam now 
upon. But it may be yet more clearly evinced, by retleing 
on the ſeveral improvements of this Talent , which havebeen 
mention'd, as the Dutyofallthoſe that poſſeſs it. 

25. AND firſt, forthat.ofan acuteand elevatedUnderand. 
ing , I need appeal no further than tocommon Vote, to have 
tnat pronounced a very defirable thing, it being hard topick 
out a man of ſuch an avowed brutality , that will own thede. 
ſpilingit. Even thoſe who will be at no pains to acquire, will 
yet profeſs toeſteemit. And we may believe them in earneſt, 
it from no other argument, yet from this , thatevery man 
affects rhe reputation of being Wiſe, is pleaſed when he ſuc- 
ceeds in that aim, and on thecontrary is not moretroubled 
ana diſcomfited at any thing, than to be taxed of Ignorance or 
Error. If any ſhall deny this, I ſhall ſuſpend his confutation 
t:!1] fome body reproach him with folly, and then from the 
diſpleaſurc he finds in himſelf, leave him to conclude hisown 
vaiue of Wiidom. And indeed why do good men look upon 
a fool with to much pity ,, and ill men with ſo much 
ſcorn , if knowledge be not both a Felicity and a Credit? Nor 
15 this tie ſentence only of the vulgar who uſually admire 
thoſe things moſt , from which they ſtand at the greateſt 
Ciſtance, but eſpecially of the more diſcerning ſort of men, 
who from every taſte they have had of it, have had their appe | 
tites ſo raiſed , thar they have infatiably thirſted after the ful- 
Jer draughts. This mado ſo many of the old Philoſophers re- | 
nounce the enjoyment of thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures, that offer- 
ed themſelves, ro go in queſt after this one tranſcendent de- 
light; and Solomon tor prefer this in his election before Riches 
and Honour, the two principal parts of worldly ſplendor, tv 
the rectitude of which choice God himſelf bears Teſtimony, 
And now if this be in it ſelf fo valuable, ſo raviſhioga thing) 
ſhall its being here connected with duty , prove ſuch an 
allay, as to deprive it ofall theguſt? Certainly ifitdo , 't 
mult argue the palate very perverſe and diſtemper'd : torto 
all other, that one conſideration would givea reliſh and fla- 
your to the drieſt, the moſt unpleaſant undertaking. T he gon- 
ſetence that I am now employed as I ought is ſuch a refreſh- 


ment as is able to ſweeten the {evereſt labour , yea the 24" 
A ufter- 
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:Fering. Shame isa thing to which humane nature hathan 
:nzte abhorcence, yer the Apottles made it marrer of joy when 
; beſel then ſor Chrifts ſake, As 5: 41. And ſhall this bleſſed 
opy of theirs be transformed in ſtead of tranſcribed ? Shall 
hoſe who have not ſo much Chri/lian patience, as to bear the 
lighteſt reproach for kim, have yet ſo much znchriſtian ſupiatty, 
* W; to endure the greateſt in oppoſition to him *?-+ Chuſe 
 W:ther to be ignorant , when *tis both their ſin and ſhame, 
han wiſe, when *tis their duty and reward ? Invert S. Payls 
hoice, and be fools againſt Chriſt, as he owns to be for him? If 
here be any ſuch Anzzpsges in our clime, their unhappineſs will 
et ſerve to 1ljuſtrate waat they refuſe topartake of, wiz. the 
icity of having performed this part ofduty in the improve- 
n2nt of the underitanding 
| :6. IN the next place the regularity of che 7/7/[is extreme- 
| MW jboth amiable and profitable. For that being an uncontroul- 
Wot faculty, if it be wrong ſet, what torrents of miſchief 
| Modconfulion does itlet in ? If inall its conceptiens it permit 
hefenſuai appetite to lay, like Faceb , its pilled rods hefore it, 
il its births will be ring-freaked, ſpeckled and ſpotted. The 
unouſneſs of a. peryerſe will is ſo generally underſtood ,. 
tat there 15 nothing renders a man even in common account 
acremilerableand deplored. He whoſe Will runs counter to: 
 Wikkealon; every man is 4/rologer enough to read his deſtiny, 
 Wiprefage his deftruction. And by the undecent and perni- 
10us effects ofa diſordered , we- may make an eſtimate ofthe 
xuty and advantage ofa rectified Will. Theformer, like a 
ious:mprovident Governour, expoſes his Territories to a 
flupe, firſt of luxury, and then of ruine: but this latter 
ke 2 vertuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the in- 
cence ang felicity of his ſubjects. Indeed it is this alone 
ut really and effectively gives us the preeminence above 
aſts, Th y have choices as well as we, and they have affe- 


[ 


tions , but wanting the higher principle of reaſon , their 
mics are nezerity determined by their affections, Now 
ee who have ooth, are guided only by thelatter , wherein 
% our {tate differ for theirs , ſave only that our liberty 
= us guilty , whereas their neceſſity leaves them inno- 
tf Iprelume I need ſay no more, toevince the happineſs 
ivelordered Will, fince nonecan conteſt it, but he muſt 


tacitly 
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tacitly confeſs himſelf weary of his humane nature, and emy. 
lous, not of a greater dignity , but ofa degradation to that of 
the Brutes.. "0 
27. AND as much may beſaid concerning the 4f8iz,, 
which if they be not curbed and held in by the underſtanding, 
will have as free and uncontrouled a ſway in men, as they haye 
in mere animals, but with worſe effe&s , by how much ye 
have more objects to incite them, more inſtruments toaQuzte 
them than theſe have. If any man can be tempted tothink 
this no unpleaſant condition, let him yet further conſider, that 
this metamorphoſis is not like the fancied tranſmigration of 
the ſoul , wherein it was ſuppoſed to aſſume the nature, and 
conſequently the paſſions but of one beaſt alone: no, hereis 
the whole Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, with all theircon- 
trary appetites perpetually combating one with another. He 
that hath the oaſis ofa /Yolf, may yet have the timo- 
rouſneſs of an Hare, and ſo isracked between the defire of haye- 
ing, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the luſt ofa Guat, 
may yet have the intemperance ofa Swine, and be diſtrattedto 
which of the appetites to give himſelf. He that hath the cruel- 
ty of a Tygre, may yet have the wilineſs of the Fox, which will 
give him the pain of many irkſome delays, in attending anad- 
vantageous opportunity. And ſo proportionably in others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie , than to have 
theſe continual tumults within, to be in a ſtate of hoſtility, not 
only with other men, but with himſelf ? Or what can there 
need , beyond thisconſideration , to recommend the contrary 
condition to us? The ſubduing theſe brutiſh Inclinations 1s 
the introducing Peace intoa Land, haraſs'd and waſtedwith 
inteſtine War : And ſurenone need be told (at leaſt inthis Age) 
that that is a moſt raviſhing pleaſure. And I may withtie 
fame confidence appeal to the verdi& ofany who hath tried 
theſe two contrary ſtates, and doubt not but he will from hi 
experience confirm the moſt profuſe andeven Poetick decla-Wuch 
mation that can be made on this Theme. : 
28. ALL I ſhall addis, inajoyntrelationto thisand the 
two former, by obſerving that illuminated underſtandings. '* 
gulated Wills and affections , make up a great part of the cel 
frial yt of lizht would no longer have rightt( 


that title, without theſe. The Spirits of juſ? men made poſe 


—— 
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—eimproperly ſo ſtiled , Heb. 12: 2.3: had they notreceived 
accompliſhment of their nature. And the greater degrees 
weofwe arrive to here , ſo much the moreſenſibleanticipa- 
»n have we Of thoſe divine joys. And ſure thus to partake 
ih Angelsand Saints, is to be happy, and will be acknows- 
loed ſo by all , whoſe value and wiſhes ofa Mahomeran Para- 
; render them not uncompetent to eſtimate theſe purer and 
rined pleaſures. | 
29. IF from hence we procecd to thoſe outward effec, 
hich arethe reſults of theſe inward, we ſhall find they are all 
fll ofdelight and fatisfa&tion. Courtefie and friendlineſs of 
taviour does not only caſt a glorious |uſtre round about, at- 
a& the eyes and heartsof others , but it alſo refled&ts with 
dearfuland comfortable gleams upon our ſelves. For , Man 
ting deſigned by God for a ſociable creature, hath ſuch pro- 
mhons and inclinations put into him, asareproper to that 
ad; and theſe are gratified and pleaſed when we ſo demean 
ar ſelves, as may aniwer that intention, towards which no- - 
ting can be more neceſſary than this debonair and gentle car- 
ne, For that allures people to our canverfation , whereas 
tecontrary roughneſs frights and deters them, ( the churliſh= 
Wrbofa Nabs/ makes men they canner ſpeak to him, 1 Sam. 25: 
h.) itgivesa man part of Nebuchadnezzars fate, ſeparates him 
bm among men, by forcing them to withdraw from him ; 
ndthat the worſt part of it too ; the hairs like Eagles feathers, 
rhe nails like Birds claws, being much the lighter degree of 
betafliction, fit to paſs for dreſs and ornament, gompared 
"ith that more deforming diſguiſe this rugged temper puts 
ponaman. And as on the one fide, this moroſity and ſour- 
Kkof humour is very uneaſie, ſo on the other is that form of 
Wningand flattering compliance, which ſome call Civility : 
voliges men in many circumſtances to renounce their eaſe, 


teirhealth, yea their underſtandings too, and keeps them in. 


la-Wch conſtraint , that one may truly ſay, a leſs meaſure of ſelf- 


{njal would ſerve to conſtitute a man a good Chriſtian, than _ 
0 exaQ Courtier; whereas he that keeps himſelf ina juſt . 
W: ncither drives away one ſort of company, nor buys the | 
hero dear; He has a Standard-meaſure, by whichto diſpenſe 
bUvilities, viz. the quality and worth of the perſons ; and. 
" Wlounds not himſelf with thoſe mare unjuft and mutable 
rules - 


in all who are under ſuch a tranſportation. So in like man« 


Fd 
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rules of their expectations. So 1n the firſt of the inſtanceshe 
keeps himſelfa Man, whilſt the other isin ſomereſpet a Beaſt: 
in the ſecond he preſerves himſelfa Freeman, whilſt theother 
isa Slave: Andſurel may refer it toany mans deciſion, which 
zs the pleafanter ſtate. 
30. NEXT forthe Words, *tis not tobe doubtedbut that 
calm and temperate Languape has the advantage of that which 
1s paſſionate and rageful ; and that not only inreſpe& ofde. 
cency, buteaſetoo ; of which there needs no other teſtimo- 
ny, than that viſible perturbation and uneaſineſs obſervable 


ner, when the words are pertinent and weighty , they give 
not only more ſatisfaction to the hearer , but to the ſpeaker Mi 
alſo : This may be judged by the contrary diſplacency men W;; 
have at themſelves, when they are confcious to have ſpoken 
impertinent!y or undecently. By fatisfa&tion I mean not that WM; 
vanity, which. men too often affect of ſhewing their parts, My 
but a juſt and fober complacency , ariſing from the conſcience M: 
of having regulated their diſcourſe by the meaſure ofa Wife We, 
man and a Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which-may be of Wei 
benefit, butcannot be of miſchiet to his Auditors. And this MWjj 
ſurely is a much more real pleaſure than any can be had inthe 
contrary kind of diale&t. If to this it be objected , thatgene- Wn: 
rally none are ſo much delighted with their own diſcourſes, 23 Wi; 
they who talk the moſt vatnly and abſurdly : I anſwer, that Wy 
even theſc are not pleaſed with the vanity and abſurdity; their Wy 
pleaſure reſults from a miftake , ſoppoling it to be the quite Why 
contrary. And this helps to evince , that ſolid and prudent Wh 
ſpeaking gives ſfaticfaction, ſinceeven the ſhadow and fiction Wi 
of it can be made to yield to tt. 

21. LASTLY, for the employments, they ſurely mult 
afford moſt of contentment, when they are moſt noble and ex- 
cellent : they do ſoat thetime in the direct line, they having 
more of agrecablenef to the nature and dignity of a man but 
they do yet more ſo in the refle&tion , when a man looks back 
upon his day or week ſpent , and finds his buſineſs hasbeet 
worthy of him , it exhilarates and revives him , enables him 
te paſs his own approbation on himſelf, and as it were toant!- 
cipate the Euge he ſhall one day receive from his great Ng . 
But he that gives himſelf only the idle advertiſement” 14 
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Gild, or ſets to the baſer drudgeries of Vice , cannot reflect 
athout confuſion : which 1s ſo well underſtood by fuch per- 
(as, that they are fain to take ſanctuary ina total inconiidera- 
tn, never daring to ask themſelves , what have I done ? 
Thich bears full teſtimony to the excellency and felicity of 
enuous Imploy ments, fince they that decline thoſe, are for- 
ad alſo to decline themſelves, grow out of their own acquain=- 
taceand knowledge. | 
: AND now what objection can there lie againſt this 
bty,which is in all the parts of it ſo advantageous and el1gible, 
vle Wiit it becomes duty not only to God, but even to themſz]ves, 
% Wikir own preſent intereits and ſatisfaction ? Shall pleaſure 
ve Wifelf loſe its nature, adopt the properties of its direct con- 
(cr Wiz, and become irkſome and abhorred, only becauſe tis 
ca Witrilted with Obedience ? ls there ſo perfc& an Antipathy ve- 
tl Wtrecn God and them, that 'tis impoſſible they ſhould have 
nat Wile ſame objects of deligint? Or can no ſoys have any taite 
iS» With them , that are not the cauſes and fore-runners of eter- 
Ice nl forrows ? This were fuch a degree of perverſeneis , as 
ife Wommon Charity bids me not te expect ; and I fee not what 
OL Freie can evacuate the pleaſure that attends the improveracntof 
nis With; Talent of Education. 
ne YZ 23. AFTER allthis, I foreſceit not 1mpoſiible that ſome 
tay plead an Exemption from this Obligation by affirming 
ley want the ground of it, that they never had this Educa- 
wn, 1 amnot willing to fanfie there have been ſo many un- 
[Mand unkind Parentsas may qualifie any confiderable num- 
tr of Genlemen for this Plea : Bur to thoſe few that can real- 
1 makeit, I ſhall not think the foregoing Diſcourſe wholly 
pertinent; for, by ſhewing thera the Advantages of what 
oft ley (ay they thus want , it may inciteth?m (not to mur- 
Wrtthenepligence of their Parents, but) toattempt rhe re-. 
* Ang of it by becoming their own Guardians , putting 
5 emſelves Into Diſcipline, and by the ftrict Laws of Reaſon 
-” Preaingand reſtraining thoſe Patizons ; which by theliber- 
is = breeding havep thead , by this means ſupplying 
4 acmtelves the firſt part ot Education : And the like may 
niy be done for the latter alſo, if they will but depo- 
a: tat common error, of thinking it more manly to be 
Pan! than to learn, and be contenito put themſelves in a 
courſe 
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courſe of Erudition, which a Man may do for himſelfin hi 
Cloſet, as well asa Tutor may do for his Diſciplein a School 
and though he want many of thoſe Advantages theother hath 
yet 'tis poſſible they may be in a good degree ſupplied by tha 
induſtry and deſire, which all thoſe are ſuppoſed to have, whi 
' are thus their own Pupils; and there want not inſtances ofthe 
ſucceſs of them who have thus attempted , but I confeſ; then 
- are too few Examples of the Attempt, Men being apttof 
down contentedly under this want ; whereas let the ſameper 
ſons have an entailed Eſtate alienated from them by any at 0 
their Fathers, they are not then ſo tame, but will trugpſet 
the utmoſt to recover their rights. Yet certainly an Ingenuo 

Education is as properly the Birth-right ofa Genrleman, a5an 
the moſt firmly ſetled Inheritance can be : Why ſhould the 
then acquieſce in that ſo injuriousan Alienation, andnot ſee 
by all endeavours of thetr own to retrieve this ſo precious 


Poſleflion ? 
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Of the ſecond Advantage, I'Vealth. 


I. 'HE ſecond Advantage we are to conſider, istha 
of Wealth, which that it is a bleſſing will I kno 


readily be afſented to by all , Mens deliresandear 
eſt purſuits after it ſufficiently evidencing the general eſteem iſ 
had of it. Yet though the Concluſion be right, it 15toF; 
doubted many infer it not upon due premiſles. Tis not Riche 
imply conſidered that are the felicity , much leſs thoſe luxu 
ries, to which they are often made to miniſter ; but they ar 
like to a fertile ground , which if left without culture, nont 
bears ſo rank Weeds, but it rightly husbanded, yields abundan 
profit; and thus to manage and improve them isnot onlyt! 
Intereſt, but the Duty of all thoſe to whom God hath commit 
ted them, this being the one defigned Advantage , for whic 
they were intruſted to them. | LY 
2. SEVERAL Improvements thereare, of which the 


are capable; but before proceed to them, I muſt mention > 


— 
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«rt of Duty, as fundamental to all the reſt. And that is the 
rell husbanding of them; not ina figurative, butreal ſenſe, 
ie having ſuch a provident care of thoſe goods and poſſeſſions, 
therewith God hath bleſta Man , as may ſecure them from 
tat Conſumption , to which careleſneſs and floth will infalli- 
Wiy betray them. This ſurely is obligatory in many reſpects. 
rſt, in Thankfulneſs (I had almoſt ſaid civility) to God, who 
aving diſpenc'd them asaliberality , *tis 1ngratitude, yea af- 
ront togive them no regard. Secondly, in Juſtice to a Mans 
ofterity : Hethat has received a fair Inheritance from his An» 
«ſors, if he ſuffer his ſupine negligence to cut off the Entail, 
le defrauds thoſe that were to have ſucceeded him in it, and 
xcomes that zroubler of his own houſe , to whom Solomon, Prov. 
1:29. aſſigns no other Inheritance but the Wind , which is 1n- 
kedall ſuch a perſon is like to derive upon his Iſſue , the com- 
nonair being oftentimes their only Patrimony. Thirdly, in 
der to all thoſe ends to which Wealth was deſigned by God, 
yhich depend on this , as Accidents on their Subjects, and 10 
re all at once evacuated and nulled by the diſſipating of that 
zherein they are founded. All which conſiderations do 
naturally inforce upon Men the neceſſity of a prudent 
nanagery. | 

3. THIS being ſuppoſed , and the perſon having as in 
"ur Law-forms 1s uſual, covenanted to ſtand ſeiſed ofthe Eſtate, 
et us "gi ſee what are the proper uſes , to which it isto be 
mited. 

IN the firſt place, we may rank that of Contentedneſs in his 
vrtion; which though to one that is ſet to wreſtle with want 
Wight ſeem a hard precepr, yet to him that flows with abun- 
ance it might be thought rather a needleſs than difficult in- 
anction, if experience did not teſtifie , that contentment is 
iſtentimes as preat a ſtranger in Palacesas Cottages. 

4. OF thisexcellent both vertue and felicity, there are two 
pats, the one a chearful enjoyment of ſo much of his Wealth, 
kmydecently (I fay not vainly) ſupport him in that quality 
herein heis placed : God does not m:ke Rich Men ſuch meer 
Londuit-pipes of Wealth , that they muſt paſsall,, without re- 
oy; any thing themſelves ; but rather like the Earth, which 
gi ſhe conveys the ſprings through her veins, yet is allow- 

o ſuck in ſo much, as may give her a competent refreſh- 

MENT ; 
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ment ; and he that does this moderately, and with a thankfy 
refletion on that liber Providence, which thus gives him! 
things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6: 17. talfifiesno part of histruft, 
nor abuſes his tewardſhip, this being, as it were, the allowed 
Fees of his Place, a Peniion allotted him by the bounty of hi 


Lord. 
5. THE otherpart of contentment is that, by whichthe 


defires are terminated within the bounds of his own poſſel. 
fions, and not ſuffered to range wildly into other Mens, like 
Ahabs into Naboths Vineyard, uting their Wealth, as Anglersdo 
their Fiſh, to bait Hooks for more, by making it an Inſtrument 
of extorting from others; which is fogreat aguilt , thatit 
nearly concerns them to ſecure themſclves againtt it, by aper- 
fect ſatisfaction im what 2s properly their own. Nay, evenin 
what 1s ſaid, there 1s caution to be had, that there be not too 
eagerand vehement endeavours of multiplying it,and thatnot 
only by an unlawful commixture with other Mens, which is 
the fin either ot opprefiion or fraud,” but even from its own 
ſtock, for that may be covetouſieſs, and is ſurely a direc op- 

ofition to the divine ezſpenſation. For when Got hath given 
a Man a ful fortune, and by that manumittedhim from tho 
carkings and {olicitudes to which ncedier Perions are expoled, 
for him to make it his grand buſineſs to projedt how he maj 
add to that heap, or in the Prophets phraſe , /ad? himſelf with 
thick clay, Had. 2:6. What is it but the degrading and pulling 
himſelftrom that Sphere whercin God hath placed him , a v0- 
luntary fale ofhimſelfro the Gallies or Mines ? In this reed 
therefore I may not unaptly apply that exhortation which the 
Apoſtle makes in another , Ga/ar. 5: 1. Stand faſt inthe liverty 
wherewith Chriſt hath max: you free. Let not him whom Go! 
hath by a gracious and peculiar providence exempted from tiz1s 


meaner ſervitude, and vaſiil:ge to the World, relinquiſh that 
ſo valuablea priviledge, give up his ear to be bored by Mann 


when God preciaims a Fubilee, Yet *tis poiliblethe quuity 
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of ſome Mens eſtates may be ſuck, that they may be capadie0! WG 


advancement by a moderate and cafie Induſtiy , ſuch as May 10 
way divert them from more excellent Imployments, but maf 
rather be a recreation than a toil : And in that cale | know 0 Wh: 
obligation lies on them fo to defie an Improvement , as note 


chuſe a profitable, before an expentive diyertifement, t9 ow n 
(20% 1 
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SR. V. | 
thoſe v2cant hours upon that , which remain by way of oyer- 
plus from More worthy deſigns andentertainments. But the 
perpetual folicitous purſuit after more wealth , 15 certainly 4 
culpable inordinacy, as being inconſiſtent with that content- 
ment and acquieſcence which is the duty of every Man for 
whom God hath thus liberal:y provided , and ſuch as will be- 
theW 51e; be likely to undermine another main part of this obli- 
ſel o4tION. 

lie” 6 SUCH in the next place we are to account the 
0M Chxitzble diſpenſing of his ſtore, to ſupply the indigencies of 
it Wl vinting perions; which ſurely is to be lookt on asthe grand 
att 1nd moſt conticerable end of hisreceipts. God, whoisthe 
PYY-W common Friend , as well as Father ofall! Men , is not tobe 
ni im:g:ncd fo partial , as to provide pomps and luxuries for 
t00 ome, and in the mean time leave others detitute of the ne- 
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not eflary ſupports of life; yer it we look no deeper than the vill 


h 6 beportions of Poor and Rich, there is no evidence of the con- 
W1Y trary. Bur when we examine upon what Conditions and 
0M Provido's that Abundance is conveyed, we ſhall haveno tem- 
vel tration ſo to af{perſe or charge Ged ſoolifty : For though he 
1% WY have not diſpenied ſo immediately to the Poor , yet he gives 
10 Mthem, as it were, Bills of Aſſignment upon the plenty of the 
m2) WRich, a right tobe ſupplied by them : fo that the dif- 
"Wil ference ſeems to be only that of an Elder , and Younger 
1102 Whbrethien; the Elder uſually carriesthe bulk of the Eftate, but 
V0 Wthen that is charged with provifions for the Younger. andif 


"y the quantity of thoſe be not diftin&tly expreſt , but left 
11 Windefinitely , that att of Truft in the Father lays the 
- greater obligatioa on him, not to deceive it by too mean 


and feanty a diſtribution ; for now himſelf is become a 
Father to them, and therefore ſhould proportion his boun- 
7 by the tenderneſs and bowels of that moſt affetionate rela- 
wn. And this may not improperly be deemed one reafon, 
Why among ſuch multitudesof commands of Charity in the 
bolpel , there is yet none that expreſly allots the propor- 
lion of our Alms, that by this act of confidence, as 1t were, 
Men might be obliged to the higher liberslity: Andhe that 
al make this Incentiveto it, apretence to excuſe the want 
"It, 18 fure a moſt criminous perverter of the divine in- 
Mon, treackerouſly countermining Gods ſacred arts, as if 

'twere 
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*twere not enough to rebel, unleſs ina further contempt he 
aſſaulted him with his own weapons. Certainly God never 
deſigned Lazarus's portion ſhould be made up only of the 
Crumbs ſrom the Table : For though indeed Dives is taxed that 

he gave him notthem, yetif he had, ſuch adole would ſure 
never have reſcued him from the place of torment. Hewho 


reſts in a Rich Mans boſom in Heaven, isto have ſomepro. WC 
portionable treatment from thoſe on Earth , ſome more ho- i & 
ſpitable reception than a lying at the Gate, ſome better Chirur. Ml i 
gcons than Dogs to cure his Sores ; 5nd thoſe that refuſe it him, Ml i! 
muſt be preſumed to contemn not only the Lazarus, butthe M7 
Abraham , yea the Heaven too that receives him , fincethat M v 
which qualifies him for an admittance there, is not abletorg. I t| 
commend him to their leaſt regard. ta 
7. I SHALL notattempt to proportion Mens Charities, n 

l 


ſince God hath not; yet there are ſome general meaſuresto 
be made to bound them on the ſinking ſide, that they fall not 
to too ſcandalous a lowneſs ; which having been donealready W 0" 
'*® Dr. Ham. Þy 3 © betterPen, I ſhall refer the Reader thi- I jnt 

anonds Practical Fher- But thoſe yet leave Mens Compal- I #1 
Catechiſm, ons full ſcope to grow up to what greater ſh"! 
height Gods grace and Mens exigencics ſhall 

advance them : And ſurely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch, {cl 
that it will become every Rich Man not only to rifle bis 5 
Coffers , pour out whatloever his ſuperfluities have there W** 
amaſſed , but alſo to defalk much of his own accuſtomed Wiicu 
enjoyments, cauſe the Raſor to paſs even upon his whole Fl! 
Equipage, to cut off all Excreſcencies , all exuberant Ex- 
pences, that ſo the ſtream may run the fuller in that one chan- 
nel which Gods providence thus cuts out for it. Whether 
this may not bea proper ſeaſon for it, I leave every conhider- 
ing perſon to judge. At the preſent I ſha!l beſeech every Man 
to whom God hath given Wealth , ſadly to ponder how 
ſcandalous a thingy it will be for him who has been the Ob- 
Ject of ſo great Bounty, to decline the being an Agent 10 
any ; to diſcover himielf to have ſackt in nothing ofthe 
virtue , amidſt ſuch an influence ofthe commodities ; a1 
to defie the Example of that Liberality , by whoſe effeas 
he lives. But withal let him conſider the danger of ! 
alſo , how dreadful a guilt ( and conſequently vengeance) 


= 
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te draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall defeat this ſo main 
nd of tys receipts. It is indeed a complication of many crimes 
not only againſt Man but God a'fo: I ſhall inſtance only in two, 
noſt generally decried, and yet moſt eminently contained in 
t, Unthankfulneſs, and Falſeneſs. 

8. GOD in his wiſdom diſcerning that Equality of 
Conditions would breed confuſion in the World , has ordered 
ſeveral ſtates, defign'd ſome to Poverty, others to Riches, only 
zanexing to the Rich the care of the Poor ; yet that rather as 
anadvantage, than a burden, a ſeed of more wealth both tem- 
poral and eternal. Now in this diviſion of Men, thoſe on 
whom he hath cauſcd the better lot to fall, can ow itto no- 
thing but his gracious diſpolal ; and therefore had been cer- 
tainly obliged to ſubmit to any the moſt difficult tasks he 
ſhould hive diſpented to them. But now thatin his great in- 
o  dulgence he has ſo tempered the command , as to render it not 
{2 allay, but an enhancement ofthe mercy , he that gives it 
y (only a bare taſtleis compliance , betrays himſelf to want a 
i- MW jift ſenſe-of it ; but he that flatly reſiſts it, is inthe moſt 
(. © ranſcendent degree barbarouſly ingrate. - Nay, I think I 
er WI fight have lajd the charge higher, and called it malice;for what 
11 FI beneath that can provoke a Man thus to reſiſt his duty and inte- 
h, MWrelt together ? 
is 9. NOR is this all, *tis alſo the greateſt Perfidiouſneſs : 
reMWEiery rich Man is, as I aid before, Gods Steward, and par- 
ed M'icularly intruſted to provide for the indigent parts of his Fa- 
le Willy, fuch are the poor and ncedy. Now if he leave them 
x- F*rltitute , and ſuffer either his riot or covetouſneſs to 
fed upon their Portions, what more deteſtable falſe- 
(els can be committed , not only in reſpect of them, 
vhoſeright he thus invades, but of Godalſo, whoſe truſt he 
wuſes? Many other enormities there are in Uncharitableneſ, 
Vichas ſo many mis- ſhapen limbs concur to the making up 
tisdeformed Monſter ; but I ſhall ſuppoſe it fufficient to have 
Pinted out theſe two , which being the moſt profeſtly con- 
my to ingenuity, I muſt hope will carry a very avertin 
Ppearance to thoſe who ſo eſpecially pretend to that quality. 

lo. TO this poſitive part of duty , the being rich in good 
Mr, we find the Apoſtle connects a negative, 1 Tim. 6: 17. 
Gaze them that be rich in this world that they be not bigh- 
xo & minaet 
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minded , ner truſt in uncertain riches. And we need not reſortto 
implicite faith in the Author, to perſwade vs of the great pro. 
riety and fitneſs ofrheſe cautions; tis too evident that Pride 
and Confidence are diſeaſes that uſually brecd in full and opu- 
lent fortunes, and as they ſpring from the ſame root, { dg 
they , like neighbouring branches , mutually ſhelter and 
ſupport one another. He that is high minded, zsbhors the 
fubmiſſion of any foreign dependence, and therefore gladly 
anchors on any thing he can call his own ; and thinking 
his wealth moſt properly ſo, he has as great an aptneſs, 
as holy Fob expreſſes an averſion , to make 20i4 his be, 
and to ſay to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence, Fub 31:14, 
On the other ſide he that truſts in his Wea!th , is by that 
fortified in his pride. It is Ariferles obſerystion , that 
wealth makes contamelious and infolent; which I preſume he 
infers not only from experience , but reaſon alſo : for the 
ground-work of humility being the ſenſe of impotence 
and deſet, he that aſſumes a ſelf. {i ficiency , undermines 
that foundation, and inſtead of it lays the Pafis ofthequite 
contrary temper , all havghtineſs and elation of mind, AMI 
memorable example of this we have in the inſolent refle-W ,, 
ions of Nebuchaduexzar, Dan. 4: 30. which had withal ſo 
diſmal a conſequent, as, methink , ſhould like Lots wife, 
remain a perpetual Monument to deter others from all ap-M 4, 
proaches towards the like vanity. {1 
11. AND certainly it is a moſt important concernment Wy || 
of rich Men, to fence themſclves againſt this double tempta-W ,. 
tion; to which purpoſe they can hardly find a more complete WW .. 
armour, than what they may borrow from one ſhortſcn-M ,.. 
tence of the Apoſtle, 1 Cer. 4:7. What haſt thou that thou baſil |, 
not received? Let them look on themſelves as meer Recetvers Wl 
and then with what pretence can they pride themſelves inthat FF ,, 
wherein they are barely paſſive ? Nay indeed if it be throughly I , 
ſcann'd, theſe Receirsimply cauſe rather of ſhamerhan boalt- WM 
ing; the being filled from anothers hand, is a ſure Argu- wh 
ment (and tacite Reproach) of a natural and original emptt- 
neſs ; and if Gad have dealt ſoliberally with them, they MY i ;. 
colle& tis in compliance not with their merits, but infirm 
ties ; his having made them rich is a ſtrong preſumption, Wh 4, 


he ſaw them not prepared to be innocently poor : ”y by 
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crePride muſt be a ſubtle Alchymiſt, that can hence extrach 
matter of vanity, and might with equal Logick have per- 
faded the Fews to glory in thoſe Indulgences , which: were 


- Werantedthem only for the hardzeſs of their hearts. 

do WM” 12. 1 N like manner if they refle& on their riches as re- 
nd WM cived, it renders them alſo a moſt unfit obje& of Trxff. For 
he Wr they were given, they may alſo be takenaway. Wehold 
ly all by that old zenrre , which the Lawyers ſtile Alodium, be- 


cauſe it is from none but God : and his gitts (of this kind at 
I laſt) arc never ſo abſolute, as to exclude power of revocation. 
* 1 MW Hcthen that enjoys a thing not upon right but bounty , muſt 
4 WW ik his benefactor how tar 4 is topreſum2onit. Andif they 
at WY would do ſo in this caſe, they would ſoon be reſolved how 
"tO little confidence were to be repoſed in wealth. They may 
he W hex Gadthe creat Patron tell thcm by Solomon , that riches make 
he thanſelves wings, and fly away as an Eagle, Prov. 23: 5. by Chriſt, 
<Y that the Treaſures which they lay up hereare liable to the Meh, 
0H 1 Ruf, ard Thieves; and by the Apeſ2le, that they are nncer- 
TE tain riches. Nay indeed , if they would but ask themſelves, 
their own daily experience and obieryation , that would 


a. : | 
c bear the ſame teſtimony. Every day almolt gives ſome re- 
0 BN need inftance of it. What multitudes of accidents are there 
% 


to which Mens goods are liable? A rough Wind , a tempe- 
PW fuous Sea fincks at once the Merchant and his Ship; an ill ſea- 
lon, an hungry foil eats out the Husbandman : and they who: 


p rn not either of theſe hazards, thoſe whom neither the water 
WL tne earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume: And 
can there any jecurity be fanci'd in that wealth , which 1s 


F thus a prey to each element ſingle, and yet more often to 
them united in Man , to whoſe frauds or violences more hai e 
owed their impoveriſhing , than to any of the former acci- 
fents? And now what greater infatuation can there be, than 
1. MW Pplaceatruſt on that which is ſo flitting and unſteady, to lean 
004 broken reed, or in Solo909s phraſe , Zo ſet ones eyes upon that 
Which 1s not 2 | 
13. BU T if by an impoſſible ſuppoſition , we ſhould 
Ingine Riches to be as permanent, as they are indeed tranti- 
ory: yet unleſs they had as well Srzrength as conitancy, 
F they could with no reaſon be depended on. He that ſtays 
s 0) his friend to the laſt minute , if he have no power to 
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And zlas, how many miſeriesare Men ſubject to, in which 
wealth can give them no aid! Is a Man afflicted in his body 
with pain ? The nates are not a competent price for a minutes 
eaſe, an hours ſleep. Is he perſecuted in his Name withre. 
proach ?*Tis not whole [gots of gold that will ſtop the mouth 
of Fame : nay oftentimes the obloquy is it ſelf meerly the 
progeny of his wealth , that breeding envy ,. and envy de. 
traction. But ifthe ſore]ye yet deeper, if it be the Soul that 
ſuffers, that is yet farther removed from poſſibility of relief 
this way. If it ſuffer as a ſlave under the dominion of 
fin, notreaſure can redeem from that vaſſalage, Wealth does 
indeed too often by adminiſtring temptation ſtrengthen thoſe 
chains, but it cannot break them, as appears too evidently 
by the number of ſuch iich bondmen. If it groan under the 
guilt of fin, labour under the terrors of an accuſing Con- 
{cience, alas! gold is no balm to a wounded ſpirit: theluxu- 
ries which that has ſupported may help to pierce, but it hasno 
power to heal. Or laſtly, it the ſoul fall finally under the 
puniſhment of ſin , there is no commuting that penance, 
buying off that ſmart; Riches abuſed may indeed ſwelſ[theac- 
compt, and multiply the ſtripes, but they can never bribethe 
remittion ofany. The Wiſe-man hath affored us this, Prov, 
$1: 4. Riches profit ndt in the day of wrath. Nor does this carry 
any oppoſition to the counſel of our Saviour, Like 16: g. of 
making jriends of the Manimon of unrighteonſneſs : for he refers not 
there to any natural or inherent property of riches, but only to 
that extrinſick and accidental advantage may be made of them 
proportionably to what was ſaid beforc of the unjuſ? Stewart, 
whoſe dextrous managery was it that rendred his Lords debts 
ſo uſeful to him ; not that they had any proper innate vertue 
to ſecure him from the necetlity either of begging or digging, 
And therefore we ſee Chriſts words run not in an Annul- 
ciative, but an Exhortatory ſtile : he tells us not that Mammmn 
ſhall make us friends, but excites us to make that onr own Care, 
and by a prudent diſpoſure to make it ſubſervient to an end 
above its native efficacy. But all this is ſure very reconcile- 
able with that natural impotency we have obſerved 10 1t. 
Wealth charitably diſpoſed may have excellent cffect<, but 
yet thole are to be aſcribed to the charity, not the wealth, 


which } 
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Thich ſtill remains in its own eſſence the ſame unaQtive lump 
1 the Cheſt that it was in the Mine, like the heathen Deities, 
ynable to protect its moſt zealous Idolaters. As a further in- 
tance whereof I may add that which will ſound-very like a 
riddle , that riches cannot deliver even from preſent Want : 
which yet is demonſtrably true in all thoſe rich Mifers, whoſe 
bellies are lank, while their coffers are full ; a fort of Tan- 
talized creatures, not peculiar only to this latter age, for we 
fndthem deſcribed by Solomon, Eccleſ. 6:2. Amantowhom God 
bath given riches , wealth and honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing for 
bis ſoul of all that he defireth , yet God giveth him not power to eat 
therf. So unſfignificant a thing is wealth, that without the ad- 
dition of a new power , it enables him-not to receiye the leaſt 
benefit from 1t. | | 

14 WHEN allthis is conſidered, what.isthere in wealth. |} 
that can invite the leaſt confidence, ſince it appears ſo-utterly © | 
unable to ſecure men in their moſt iraportant intereſts, nay 
to do that which it moſt immediately and moſt colourably 
pretends to, the keeping them from want? And therefore he 
that will not run himſelf upon that fad defeat of being diſap- 

inted in his trufts, failed in his greateft ex1gcnts , muſt look 
out for ſome firmer ground whereon to build. But alas! our 
foil affords it not, all here below was long fince pronounced by 
onethat wanted neither wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. | 
Such mutations and viciffitudes attend all ſublunary things, | | 
that he that attempts to ere any durable ſatisfaction on them, 
out-does the folly of that abſurd archite& Chriſt mentions, and 
builds not on the /and, but wa#er : and 1n this ſence the world is 
filunder a deluge, not ſo much dry ground, as wherea dove 
may reſt her foot. 

IF. WE are then driven by way of neceſſary refuge,. | 
to that which ſhould be our voluntary choice , to come: | 
home to the 4rk to ſhelter our ſelves under his wings, || 
where alone we may ſecurely reſt, and according to 
the advice which the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to. theſe cautions. || 
to truſt in the living God. And to do this amidft all the | 
ſducements of Wealth , to ſee through all thoſe miſts 
which the fumes of Plenty raiſe , and whilſt they en- | 
Joy the gift , to confide only in the Giver, is indiſpenſa- | 
bly the duty, and ſhould be the care af every one, to- | 
C 4 | _ whom || 
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whom 8S. Paul cirects this chargs, 4? that are rich in this 
world. 

16. AND ſuch 1n the laſt place are to take notice of ano. 
ther branch of their obligation , and that is to uſc that ad. 
yantage which their Wealth gives them towards the exerciſe 
of Temperance: which indeed can never be known ro be truly 
fuch , but when there are opportunities and temptations to the 
contrary. He that hath nothing wherewith to maintaing 
Riot, leaves it doubtful borh ro others and himſelf , whether 
[is Abftinences be the effects of Poverty or Temper ; buthe 
that has all the fuel for Luxury,and yet permits it not to kindle, 
he approves his Sobriety to be indeed his Choice, not his fate, 
And this is a moſt excellent priviledge of Wealth : and 
though *tis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room. in moit of our 
Catalogues, yet certainly it meritsa principal place, as being 
much the greateſt of all thoſe, which refle& only upon the 
perſon hinfelf, This reſiſting 0j Temprations is truly that 
Heroick courage worthy of thoſe that pretend to Honour, fit 
to denominate a Gallant man. Iwifh thoſe who ſeek thatre- 
putation by many raſh and unwarrantable Adventures, would 
here entertain their youthful Ardours , this being a Field 
where they may be aſſured never to want Combatants. One 
wile Glztrony preſents it ſelf, armed with theallurementsof 
2a full and delicate Table : and though one would think him 
but a deſpicable Afilant, that has only the Kitchin for his 
armory , yet experience ſhews us , thoſe edgeleis weapons 
may vie with the keeneſt for the mortalncſs oi their eſtes, 
At another time Drmkenneſs ſends a Challenge by delicious 
Liguor , cheerful and diverting Company , and that not 
without menace of infamy to him, who ſhall own ſo much 
religious cowardiſe, as to fear to hazard his Sobriety in the 
encounter. Sometimes 2gain Ly? attzches him with the 
piercing darts, the killing glances of a proſtitute Beauty. In 
the mean time Pride , the moſt lie and treacherous of all 
the reſt, is perpetually laying ambuſhes for him in the adora 
tionsof his Flatterers, r'S vanity of his Attire,and } navumeradle 
kinds of Exceſſes. And now what Xniz ht-Errand would wiſi 
for more Encounters ? Or why ſhould men range abroad t0 
invite Quarrels, whilcſt they tamely ſuffer ſuch troops 


of enemies to bid them daily defiance ? *Tis, they tay » 4 
: Maxime 
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Maxime am ong the Swordmen, That he that has once been baffled, 
ever after an incompetent Challenger. I wiſh it might have 
this one ſober application , that men would ſuſpend all 
ther Dizels,till they have righted themſelves on their Vices,and 
by ſome ſignal Conqueſts redeemed themſelves from that ob- 
Joquy and defamation , which theſe mean, yetinſulting Ad- 
reraries hive expoſed them to. 

17. HAVING ſhewed what Uſes are duly to be made of 
Health, let us now look back, and confider whether any of 
them be ordinarily diſcernible in PrafFice. And here we ſhall 
mect with one ſort of men, who ſtumble at the very threſhold, 
that fail in that firſt part of duty, on which all the reſt de- 
pend ; 1 mean thoſe who by a ſupine negligence ſuffer their 
Elates to moulder and conſume inienſibly , for want ofan 
ale inſpetion and overſight. Of ſuch as theſe former 
Ages have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſs the prefent alſo, 
though the number of the luxurious waſters do now ſo over- 
whelm them , that they are theleſs diſcernible. And though: 
thisſeem to be the effect only of ſloth, yet certainly there are. 
other concurrents to it, generally theſe two : firſt fuch an: 
overweening of their wealth, that they think itinexhauſtible z. 
and ſecondly an opinion that it is a mean and peaſantly thing: 
for a G-ntleman to give himſelf the trouble of looking aftec 
his fortune. The motives are too ridiculous to deſerve a con- 


futation ; but in the mean time it cannot but extortpity , to: 


ke Farlies ruined by ſuch vain whimfies. And what toler- 
adle account can ſuch a Parent give to his begger'd Off-ſpringp;. 
to whom *tis very likely he may propagate the pride and ſloth 
wiich made the mere managery of an Eſtate too hard for 
lim, and yet withal bequeaths them the {adder toil of 
getting one? Nay, what account can hegive to God, from 
whom he received it, in order to ſeveral ends, if he thus at 
once defeat them: all? *T'was a Command to the Fews, that: 
tney ſhould not cut down Fruit-trees, though it were for {o ne- 
cſhry an uſe as 70 advance a Siege , Dent. 20:19. But this is the: 
bewing down that Stock, from which ſo much good Fruit 
kould ſpring, and that without any pretence either of necetli= 
tj or reaſon. . 

is, OUR next view will preſent us with anozher ſort of 


frjm,, who as much tranſgreſſes the duty of contentedneſs inu 
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both the parts of it. *Tis no prodigy to ſee men, whom God 
hath afforded the portion of the rich , ſcarce to allow them. 
ſelves that of the poor ; ſo letting their eye be evileven to them. 
ſelves, becanſe Gods is good. The Egyptians were ſuch jealous 
Reverers of thoſe Creatures which they worſhipp'd, thathe 
that violated them was in danger of foning, Exed. 8: 26. $ 
theſe men who have ſet up their Wealth for their God , pajit 
fo much veneration , that as they are impatient to have itin- 
vaded by others, ſo they are afraid to offer the leaſt violence 
to it. themſelves. They have Inſhrined it to receive their 
adorations, and itis now become Sacriledge ( indeed theonly 
onethey ſcruple) todebaſe it to the ſupply of their neceſſities, 
They are ſtrange auſterities which the Yotaries of this Deity 
will endure, even beyond the mortifications of the moſtri 
vid Aſcetick. Their whole lives area perpetual contradiQion 


| to all the appetites of Nature; yet alas ! that infers hereno 


compliance with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meanttoft 
up a Third party in the World , they equally oppoſe theſe. 
And now he that thus oppreſſes himſelf, no wonder if hedo 
the like to others, if he extort the utmoſt that either power 
or fraud can wring from any. And that this work may not 
be retarded, he is provide. of variety of inſtruments forit. 
Sometimes Bribery muſt give him a legal colour torob is 
neighbour. . Or if a Witneſs prove a better pernuy-worth that 
the Judge , Subornation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes 
Extortion ſhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and that not only 
with the flower gnawings of a Canker , but with the more 
Tavenous deyourings of the Vulture. Sometimes the Racks 


| brought,out, and apoor Tenant faſtned on it, and there {o 
| trained and diſtorted, that he can never knit again to any.com- 


petent ſubſiſtence. Sometimes again a poor neighbouring Pro- 
gigal ſhall be ſpurred on to farther riot, fed with money, thit 
fo by a forfeited Morrgage he may ſeize on his Eſtate. In a word 
*twere endle(s to reckon up all the engines of rapine which thi 
greedy Invader hath in his magazine. And of fuch a one Ipr6 
fumeevery man will pronounce, that he notoriouſly violate 
the precept of Contentedneſs. 

' 19. + BUT though this be the groſſeſt , yet ishe notthe 
only —_ efſor. There is alſo another more plauſible ſort, 


who though. they do. not thus ſeek to encreaſe their worn 
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other mens coſts, yet do it too much at their own: whoſe 
brainsare mere forges of Projects, perpetually hammering our 
ſome new Contrivance for gain, that continually travel in 
birth-of ſome freſh Improvement , ſuffer all the pangs and 
throws of a carking ſolicitudein purſuitof it. I know this. 
piece of Covetonſneſs hath better luck than the reſt, and paſſes 
fora creditable ing , Under the ſpecious name of good hus- 
bandry ;” but ſure if1t be throughly penetrated, it will appear 
no leſs oppolite to Contentment than the former. Nor 
can that guilt be invaded by thoſe that ſay, they ſeek to ad- 
yance their Fortunes, not out of the Miſersdeſign of hoard- 
inzup, but out of the more generous purpoſe of living more- 
fplendidly. For ſure he that covets more to ſpend, is as little: 
contented in his portion, as he that covets more to lay up : he 
that thinks his Table too ſcanty , his equipagetoo low , is 
25 far from being ſatisfied , as he that thinks his land too- 
little, his bag too empty. So that tis apparent theſe arrows: 


marks. 

20, AND between both theſe motives of griping no: |} 
wonder it the Dry of Alms-giving be crouded into a very nar- iff 
row compaſs. That excellent vertue of Charity has indeed:  |jff 
much of the image and impreſs of Chriſ? upon it : but the: jj 
World has given ita further kind of conformity with him: than. {i 
he ever delign'd, its crucifixion between. Covetouſneſs and {iff 
Luxury , being the counterpart of his hanging between the ſt 
Thieves, There wants only one member ofthe parallel, the: [if 
breaking the lzgs of theſe MalefaFors, which God:knows our: || 
Sldiers, nay many Armies of them have not been able to do.. || 
The many inſtances theſe times have given of the ſudden diſ-. ||| 
hpation of mens Idolized heaps ,. bave not yet ſo diſciplin'd: i 
the Worldling, as to perſwade him to lay np his: Treaſure in: || 
Heaven. And the loudcalls of God to weeping and mourning. || 
mi girding with ſackcleth , have moſt prepoſteroully been Echo- || 
ed back with the louder noiſe of mens revellings;,. and wild; | 
jollities. And then they who thus deſpiſe the judgement of' || 
God, are very unlikely. tocompaſſionate the miſcries of men, 
and I doubt there are many who thus anſwer the charaQter of | 
tieunjuſt Fudge, Luke 18.that neither ſear God nor regard man,nay | 
that {ar ourgo him in inexorableneſs of temper, He was to be | 
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wrought upon by imporrunity ; but fo petrified are theſe meng 
bowels, that no-prayers nor tears can diffolve them. *Tisa 
much eaſier task to dig Metal out ofits native Mine, than to 
fetch it out of the covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, though 
ſhe hide, yet ſhe guards not her treaſure, *ris acceſſible to then. 
duſtry of any that will ſearch for it : but he like an 4g ſtands 
Centinel about his, and ſounds an alarm upon the remoteſt ap. 
pearance of a poor fuppliant. With whatjealoufie does heeye 
any that he can but fancy to come upon that ungrateful errand, 
and then how many arts has he to prevent the afſault? Or ifby 
fome extraordinary Charm all ks eyes have lo {lept at once, 
that ne happen to be ſurpriſed, yet he has {ſo many weaponsof 
defence, that the aſfiilant ſhall pain lirtle by it , but the ſhame 
of an open repulie , being ſure to find him ijmpregnable. As 
for the Polupzuary, he has ſo many expentive Juſts ro maintain, 
that he has difficulty enough how to gratitfie all them in the 
diſtribution of his wealth : they are competi:ors to each other, 
yet joyn to keep out that which would be a commononeto 
them all, He thit grudges not the wildeſt profulions of his 
wealth, yet thinks an Alms will undo htax. *Tis thegrand 
buſineſs of his life to contrive ways of expence: yet when any 
object of charity preſents one, he becomes thriſty on the ſud- 
den , like the Senſirive plant ſhrinks at that touch, andthat 
open hand of his clutches as faſt , as if fome convulſion 
had contracted it. Thus totally have men forgot upen what 
terms their wealth was given them, and thereby like miſerable 
Chymitlts , extra&t Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curſeoutof a 
Bleſſing. Riches were deligned by God to be ſubferyient 
io that Compaſſion which he has implanted in humane ne 
ture : but now they are become the means of ſuppreſſing and 
eradicating it. Rich men look upon poor, as if they were 
creatures of another ſpecies, things wherein they wereper- 
fettly unconcerned. *Tis Straca's fancy , that there isſuch 
a ſympathy raiſed between two Needles touched by the ſame 
|" Loadſtone , that perſons at the greateſ? diſtance may by the cat 
' ſentof their motion maintain a correſpondency. 1 ſhall not undertake 
' for the truth of the Experiment , but however methinks tis 


{ '' matter of reproach to us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould 


|| Haveſo much obſervableaccord, asto give pretence for ſuch a 
' conjecture, whilſt men who have ſo many undoubted ries 
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liftribution ? | 
11, AND now who can fufficiently deplore,the wants of the 
Poor, ſhall 1 ſay, or rather the inhumanity of the Rich ! This 
ſurely is the adder ſpectacle of the two:the one only ſufters,the 
ther fins. And that ſuffering too may end in eternal retreſh- 
meats, whereas the other in endleſs torment. Lazar reſis in A- 
habams boſom, when the uncharitable Glurton fryes in perpetual 
famer, And oh that this were throughly weighed , that they 
yould conſider that every degree of unmercifulneis they ſhew 
to others, reverts with a rebounded force upon themſelves ! 
Alas, 'tis not ſo much the poor mans body , as their own ſouls 
that ſue for their alms. And whenever they ſhut up their bowels 
ofcompaſion from the one, what do they but 9pex34yeiv rameray 
ſal up Gods fore- bouſes and treaſuries from the other ? When 
ttey deny the crumbs from their table, rhey deny themſelves 4 
11 of water to cool their tongues. | o 
22, BUT [I fear this of Illiberality may paſs for a moderate 
crime 1n this Age, when ſo many are guilty of another ſo far 
aſcending it. For do we not ſee divers, who inſtead of abate- 
Il their Exceſſes to relieve the Poor, do maintain their Riot 
ipon them?Ifthe deſperate Debts of poor Tradeſmen. were exa- 
mined, I doubt not this would appear a fad truth. *Tis become 
ofaſhionable a thing to run into Scores, & ſo unfafhionable te 
ythem,that he is ſcarce thought well-bred, that has not bank- 
upred one at leaſt of each Trade he deals with, Their only care 
5t0pet credulous Merchants, who ſo long as they truſt ſtoutly 
al nave fair words, but if once their faith fail, then , as if the 
Wlfidian doctrine had ſtretcht it ſelf into Traffick as well as 
Virinity, they arc pronounced Reprobates, and as ſolicitouſly 
EE 8 avoided 
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avoided as the Separariſt ſhuns a perſon whom he is pleaſed to 
call carnal. Poſterns and obſcure paſſages are contrived, on 
purpoſe to eſcape them; fo that a poor Creditor muſtgire 
many days, nay months attendances, before he can ſofyr. 
priſe a Gentleman, as to come but to ask his own ; and then 
the beſt return he uſually meets with , is ſome empty promi- 
ſes to bribe a delay. But ſometimes he fares much worſe, and 
as if 'twere a crime not to ſtarve filently , he is reviled andre. 
proached, and harſh and contumelious language become his 
only payment. It has been recelved asa Maxim , That we ae 
all kind to our own creatures : But this caſe ſhews*'tis no unirer- 
fal rule; forthoſe who thus make poor men, are of all other, 
the moſt barbarous to them in their poverty. Butletthoſe 


who thus ſhuffle off their reckonings with men , remember 


that there will comeaday , when they ſhall not be able tode- 
cline their Accountto God. And with what horrour and con- 
fuſion muſt they appear at that Audit, when they ſhall 
charged not only with the miſ<-ſpending their own eſtates, 
" other mens, the having added robbery to unmerctul- 
NEIS, | 

23. IF in the next place we ſhall refle& on the Apoſtles 
caation' of not being high minded or truſting in ancertain richer, 
we mult turn. to our Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever any 
fuch charge given, there is ſo little of it to be readin mens 
practices. Humility isa plant, that is carefully weeded 0 
of all rich grounds, accounted x mean degenerous quality, 
that like Treaſon aztaints the bloud, and forfeits Nobiliy. 
Gentlemen, thoughthey are for the moſt part very guiltleſ 0 
the Phariſzerabſtinence , the faſting twice a 3week , do yet trit- 


fcribe the worſe part of his copy , the thinking they are wi 


other men, ad belicve ita juſtice they ow their birth to do {0 
They have mounted themſelves aloft, and looking dowt 
from thoſe Pinacles of Honour, all below ſeem little #6 
conternptible, creeping things of the Exrth YYerms andno MA 
I am not fo for confounding of Qualities , as fo exaCt the 
ſhould chuſe their Intimates and Companions outof the lov 


eſtrank. 1 know Prudence as well as Pride has. drawn + M 


rition wail between them (though perhaps rhe latter has# 
fed itto an unneceflary height) but I wiſh it might be Fe : 
bred, that as the Precept of Nor eating Bloxd was defignes 880 
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+ſelf, but asan Hedge againſt Murder, fo that juſt diſtance, 
which Order recommends between the Noble and the Mean , 
ie; raluable only as a fence againſt baſe and ignoble practices z 
r-M tucgreatne(s conſiſting in deſpiſing not the perſons, but the 
nM jices of the vulgar. Yet herealas! the ſcene is quite changed, 
i-W nd many who look the moſt faſtidiouſly on the one, will yet 
dM nix freely with the other; and while they ſoar the higher in 
e-M the opinion of their ſuperiority , do yet ſtoop to the ſordid 
is MW beftialities of the moſt abject of men. Nay, indeed this Lure 
ro docs fometimes make many of them deſcend even from their 
r-M puntilioes , and thoſe who at another meeting muſt have 
7, MW jookt for no other treatment but what S. Fames deſcribes, 
el for. 2: 3 Stand thou there , or ſit here under my foet-ſtool, ſhall 
intherounds of good fellowſhip be equal with the beſt : ſuch 
1Leveller is Debauchery , that ic takes off all diſtinEtions. But 
in the mean time how great a ſhameis it, that ſuch vicious 
motives ſhall have force enough to make them thus degrade 
themſelves, when all the Engagements of Chriſtianity are 
notable todo that which is much leſs, to abate any thing of 
thoſe tumours, thoſe ſwelling conceits of their own greatneſs, 
or (in the Pſalmi?s phraſe) to make them know themſelves to be 
but Men, | 
24. NOR has the ozher branch of the caution any better 
ſicceamong them. *Tis in many of them too diſcernible , 
thtthey place that Tru/? in uncertain Riebes , which they ſhould 
repoſe only in the /ivimg God, ſo making his Gifts his Rivals, 
nd raiſing him a Competitor even of his own Bounty. For 
thiswe need no other ways of probation, than only to ex2- 
mine, whither itis, that in any caſe of difficulty or diftrefs 
they make their earlieſt and moſt importunate addrefles, for 
there we may conclude them to fix the greateſt confidence. 
Andlfear*tis roo apparent, that where wealth makes but any 
tieſliphteſt pretences, promiſes the leaſt aid , though but re- 
note, and at the ſecond hand, it has moſt of their applica- 
ons: Thus in caſe of Diſeaſe , they whole plenty enables 
tiem for the coftlier methods of cure, is not their firſt reſort 
Mither! do not their Fees flie faſter than their Prayers? and 
Rthey not much haſtier to-invite the Phyſicran than the Di- 
Me? Nay, indeed the latter is ſcarce ever admitted, till the 
| have forſaken them.; a ſhrewd indication', — 
IT 
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their prime hopesare built. So again jn any diſaitrous event, 
the firſt Eſſay is whether Money will heal the Wound. Hethat 
1s under the diſpleaſure of a Superiour, ſeeks to appeaſe by 
Preſents , or buys the friexd/hip of a Blaſius, Aﬀs 12: 20. to 
mediate for him. He that is brought before a Tribunal, en- 
deavours with the ſame golden Engine to draw off his Proſe. 
cutor, to bend and incline his Judge. He whoſe Wealth makes 
him purſued as a defirable Prey , expects his lafety even from 
that which is the original of his danger; and as if like a Scorpion 
it alone could cure its own ſting, tries whether a part will ſe. 
cure the whole. And in the mean time no attempt is madeto 
call in God to their rei{cue; as if he were an idle unconcern' 
Spectator of humaneaftairs, or ſo inconfiderable an Ally, as 
not to be worth the care ofcngaging him on their fide. Nay 
even in their laſt and dreadtulleſt danger, many ſeem not to 
quit their dependence on their Wealth ; ſome Te/tamentary 
Ckarities mult then do wonders for them, and paſs for all 
thoſe Fruits of Rep:ntance , which ſhould ſecure them trom the 
Vrrath to come. Even thoſe that-have drunk the bloud of the 
Poor, fuffered the moſt of it to incorporate into their Eſtates, 
think by diſgorging ſome ſmall part of it (which perhaps lies 
crude, not yet ſo digeſted) ina Legacy, to caſe their conſcien- 
ces : ſoadapting their Reſtitutions to their Rapines, only in 
this one reſpect , chat thoſe as well as theſe are of another mans 
goods; they never commencing till death hath difleiſed them 
of all propriety, as if the Taiquity of the Fathers wereinthis 
ſence to be viſited upon the Children. Thus their Y/Vills vecoms 
their only Paſs-port, to convey them to Abrahams bolom, 
and by thus cajo/ing the Poor at parting, they truſt to extilt- 

uiſh the clamours ofall former opprefiions, and in ſpightof 
Solomon will hope , that Riches ſhall profit in the day of wrath. It 
will not here be pertinent to inquire how many other objeas 
of Truſt they have , which divert them from that one, 
to which the Apoftle dire&ts them, It may ſufhice1n gene- 
ral to ſay, that none can-be ſuppoſed indeed ro zruft on tht 
living God , but thoſe who by tincere piety qualifie them- 
ſelves for his protection ; according to which meaſure Us 
” -*/ lp many eyen of the faireſt pretenders. will beets 
cluded. | | | 
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" IF now we proceed to the /a/? part of the Rich mans 
Jty, the exerciſe of Temperance , we may without an {ugur 


at : 
by Wivic: the return of that Inqueſt. For ut having tormerly ap- 
to Wriced, that they turn that ſtream, which ſhould flow 1n 


Gharity, to make the fuller current for their Luxury , *tis- 
i6hlethey are far from deſigning any ſeifdeniai. But if that in- 
rence were not proof enough ofir , they daily give us ocular 
emonſtrations : What ſtudious provitions do they make for 
tne fleſh 70 ſul] the Iuſts thereof ? Rom. 13 : 14. Nature affords 


e- Mot Meat delicate enough for their palats; it mult be adulte- 
to Wited with the coſtly mixtures of Art, before it can become 
'd4 Mie nouriſhment. And 1a this they are arrived to ſuch a 
2s Miceneſs, that Cookery 1s become a very myſterious Trade, 
iy MicKitchin has almoſt as many Intricaciesas the Schools. And 
to Mitt: quantity of their Meat is not Jeſs extravagant than the 
ry Weed; One that did but examine their Bulls of Fare, would 


tink the Dogs appetite were the Epidemick Diſecaſeamong 
tiem, if he did not conſider they had Eyes to be fed as well 
3 bellies. Nor will they be ſo Ununiform, as not to have 


S, MWtcirDrink bear a full proportion with their Meat ; and *twere 
& Wvcllifitdid no more, that their Drinking had but thoſe ſet 
n- {hours of their Meals, that ſo there might beat leaſt ſome In- 
in MWtrrals and Pauſes in their Debauches; whereas now many 
ns Mirlonsallow themſelves no longer Intermiſſions than may 


m Wilt qualiie them for a new Exceſs ; recover their wits 
us Wuly fo far, as may put them ia capacity of loſing them 
ne MWo:in, | 
1, MW 26. BUT beſides theſe, there is another ſort of proviſion 
0- Wi f/4, of prhich they are no leſs ſolicitous, and which 
of Wrny buy in at very dear rates. The embraces ofa Wife are as 
It WWiulcous to them, as Mama to the 1/aelites. *Tis Variety 
as ley hunt after; and ſo they might have the Turks Seragho , 
lty would not ſtick to take his Mahometaniſm withal. Nay it 
wt were as agreeable to their Reaſon to believe, as to their 
Cinations to embrace , they would certainly reckon it a 
iderable part of the prize, as that which tothe preſent 
_ ſuperadds a liberal reverſion oi thoſe brutiſh de- 
S's, and would think they hid madea very commodious 
"240, to haye ſoexchang'd the Chriſtians preſent purity , 
Ufuture Heaven, 
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27. TO all theſe Exceſfſes, that of their Apparel does per. 
ſe&tly correſpond : ſo much coſt, ſo much bulineſ 20es to 
it, that one may almoſt as cheaply and eaſily rig out aShip, 
as ſer out a Gentleman in his complete Equipage. How many 
Artificers go there to the piecing him up? He that ſhould 
aſlign him oneto each Limb , would much contra thenum- 
ber, which is indeed {o great, that if 1t were computed'twould 
be found it conſtituted moſt of the Trades in a Common- 
wealth. A ſtrange diſproportion , that the little World ſhould 
ſo much outvy the Greater ; and a lively inſtance itisof the ;; 
multiplying faculty of Vanity , that can improve NaturesW ;, 
{imple neceſſity of covering, to ſuch an exorbitant excef, Ml; 
and has nurſt up the firſt Fig-leaves to ſuch aluxuriant growth, 11 
that the H-rcinian Oaks, which Mela tells ſuch wonders of, M 4; 
are but a kind of Pigmy-plaat to them that thus overſpread the « 
World, and from covering of Shame, are grown to ſhadowill 
and darken Reaſon it (elf, fo creating a Moral nakednels, i i: 
whilſt they hide a Natural. nc 

13. TO allthereft we may add their Sports and Recreation, re 
the expenſiveneſs whereof is no way interiourto all the for- he 
mer. Gaming, like a Quick ſand , ſwallows up a man ina 
moment; and how many ſuch Wrecks have theſe latter Ages 
produced ? Hawks, and Hounds, and Horſes , &c. are fome- 
what ſlower devourers, yet as they are managed by ſome 
tend much to the ſame end : ſo that methinks ſuch men 

ſeem to make the ſame menace to their Eſtates, which Goliah 
did to David, 1 Sar. 17: 44. 1 will give thee to the fowls of the 
Air , and to the beſts of the field. Such vaſt numbers of them 
they bave , and thoſe kept with ſuch niceneſs and curio 
ſity, as ifthey had a deſign to debauch the poor animals, and 
infe& them with their luxury. *Tis now no news inthelite 
ral ſence, to have the Childrens bread given to Dogs; and if 
may within a while beas little, to have not only their Chil 
dren , but themſelves want it. For Frpcigany i of the 
nature of the Viper, and eats outthe bowels of that Wealti 
which gave it birth ; and AZons fate was both Emblem ad 


29. WE have {een now how much their Praice ſwerve 
from their Duty :- Let us nexta little conſider, whether th 
might not be happier if they were regulated by 1t: And 
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Tudent overſight of their Eſtates is ſure far from being ſuch an 
qpreſſing burden as ſome are willing to fancy it. For if it be 
oderate , and ſuch only I recommend, it is ſuppoled to ex- 
ladeall painful and diſquieting ſolicitudes, and then it be- 
omes only of the nature ofa Divertiſement , helps them off 
jth ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, whoſe emptineſs becomes 
1d :cicLoad, and which they wouldelſe be inpain, and pro- 
n-M kbly at no ſmall] coſt to diſpoſe of. AndI ſee not why it ſhould 
14 ot be full as pleaſant at the inſtant, to talk of their own af- 
ieW iirs, asof other mens, (which yet are the uſual entertain- 
res MW nent ofthoſe that negle&t their own ;) to take up Accompts 
: MM thome, as Reckonings at the Tavern : And I am ſure'tis 
hb, nuch more ſo in the conſequences of it, as muchas Peace is 
b hore Diſcord and Tumult, Plenty above Indigence and Nee 
cl clity. | 
W © NEXT for Contentment , univerſal conſent ſupers 
GM des the labour of proving that a happineſs, it being unani- 
nouſly accorded to be the Elixir and Quinteſſence of all that 
", retends to that title; to be to all thrſe outward things, as 
r-W he Soul is to the Body, that which animates and infſpirits 
a em, without which they are but dead, yea noiſom car- 
aſſes, preſſures inſtead of enjoyments. This is the true Phele- 
wphers fone, that turns all it touches into Gold ; the poor man. 
$Rich with it, and the Richeſt poor without it. Whoever 
herefore deſires to improve his Eſtate, let him begin his cul- 
ure or husbandry upon his mind, plant there this Tree of 
fe, the ſhade whereof will yield him a perpetual refreſh- 
08 nent, 't will make him always as rich as he defires to be; and 
10-Wlecertzinly knows not what he asks , that demands more. 
nd 31. THE next Duty , that of Liberaliry, may perhaps be 
hought not to have ſo amiable an aſpet ; but it is only by 
hoſe wo look upon it through falſe Glaſſes : men generally 
Wolieritasa piece of ſpiritual rapine, an Engine framed by 
WPivinesto force open their Coffers, and plunder them with- 
Wt a War. But if they would but turn the right end of the 
þeflive, *t would then havea quite contrary appearance ; 
hey would diſcern that it isthe means to multiply , not di- 
Uniſh their ſtore, a more profitable way of uſury than any 
egreedieſt Extortioner hath ever found out. *Tis a lending to 
Urd, Prov. 19: 17. who ſurely is the moſt ſolyent Debtor 
any 
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pleaſures, would try but this One piece of Epicurifm, and 
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any man can deal with, and one who never makes ſcanty re- 
tributions. This 1 am confident might be atteſteJeventyall 

truc by all thoſe who haveattempred to make the experiment. 
The only prejudice that can lieagainittheir Teſtimony is the 
paucity of thoſe that have ſo attempted (and wouldtoGod 
men would confpire to ſolve that objection) for were all cha. 
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ritable perions ſuramon'd to give in their accounts, I doubt M* 
not it would appear their bounty hadenriched, not impover. 
iſhed them. I am ſare I have met with ſeveral remarkable 
inſtances of it, but never yet with one to the contrary ; and" 
therefore if either reaſon or precedent may have force, he 
that conliders but rightly his own temporal Intereſt cannot il © 
but have appetite to this Duty, in reſpect of himſelf. Andyet MY: 
where there are many bowels this is but a faint inducement Ml” 
compared with that which ariſes from the calamities of the ' 
perſons to be relieved. The wants of the Poor areloudand MY! 
paſſionate Orators, ſuch as cannot miſs to work upon any, 
on whom covetoulſneis hath not firſt wrought the unhap- ; 
py Metamorphoſis, of turning them into ſtone. And theſe 
having once conveyed into a mans mind a compatſionate re- 1 
oret , himicli groans under that preiJure , which he ſeescruſh- a 
ing the other : and then what can be more pleaſant than by 
a {caſonable charity to eale both? None doubts of the Recei- WW | 
yers delight, but ſure that is ſhort of the Givers, by how MW, 


much the intertor {eaſe 1s more ſubtle and acate than the exte- 
rior. Would God thoſe who make it their Trade to huat after 


then I doubt not, they woald acknowl-dge that all meatis 
infipid, compared with that, which th:y eat with the poor 
mans mouth ; the moſt ſplendid apparel ſordid and inglorious, 
1a reſpect of rhat they wear upon his back ; and all pleaſures 
aad recreationsjoyleſs and uneatie, balanced with thoſe tral 
ſcendent delights which attend the excerciſe of Chriſtian libe- 
rallty. 

32. NOR have they in the next place any reaſon to ſuſped 
the Apoſtle trexcherous to their preſent intereſt , when he 
ſeeks to deſpoil them of that either Pride, or confidence which 
their Richcs are apt to create. For the fo:mer 'tis certain al 
haughty perſons may very properly interrogate them ſelves il 
that form , we find 74/4. 5:8. What hath Pride profited " 
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— Mrwbat good hath Riches with our vannting brought u4? It would 
M ” rely puzzle the moſt experienced man to define what there 
iy WinPride, that can afford any felicity. The utmoſt that can 


_ epretended is, that it is lively chearful thing to have good 
the houghts of ones telf; bur he that can in earneſt make this 
yy 4 ator Pride, does in juttice ow as fair an encominm to Bed- 
_ an: toraccording to this meaſure that contains the happieſt 
hs eople, there being thoſe thatare the moſt highly rapt in the 
ble f Pinion oftheir own Excellencies. Yet ſure we ſnould judge 
ad imin good EleEtion for the place, that ſhould look uponit. 


he vichapperite. But aclmit this might indeed paſs for a pleaſure, 
et it is the parent of a far greater uneafineſs, and like a car- 


ot ze breeds a worm that devours it ſelf. For he that looks on 
as imfelf with ſuch reverence, expects that all 8thers ſhould 


the 2/20 too, and when he fails in that aim (as none ſo frequent- 
ydoes, as the proud) what diiquiets and impatiencies is he 
iy WI uct! ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the pleaſure of his 
7 "Win complacencies. A little diſreſpect from Mordecat is able 
FW ociacuate all Hamans proſperity. Such a Cheat and Impoſtor 
Pride, that whiltt it pretendsto exalt, itdebaſes; whilſt it 
levates a man above others, it really ſubje&ts him to them, 
by uts him in their power to torment and cruciate , and 
ef Mbit it makes ſhew of advancing , 'tis but in the ſame 
manner that the Rack extends the ſtature by dif locating the 
joynts, And then I hope twill be no unfriendly officeto per-. 
wade men to keep themſelves from that engine of pain, 
r to recommend to them ſuch an humility of mind,. 
s my preſerve them in that ſecurity and compoſedneſs, : 
YH is fundamentally neceſſary to all true happi- 
neſs, 

33. THE very ſame juJpgement is to he made of the other 
Iranch ofthe Caution , the 1: truſting in unc:rtain Riches, but 
1 the lrving God - which 1s moſt vitibly every mans preſent 
ocernment. He that can entertain 2 doubt of it, let him 
it fall into the hands of ſome treacherous or but impotent. 
he "on, that ſhall in ſome important aftairs betray his truſt, 
r deceive his hopes , and then let him tell me whether it 
mans immediate and moſt preſling Intereſt, to build 
lscontidences on the Rock , not on the Sand. Nothing but 
{amazing exigencies ofa ſinking man can excuſe the folly 
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of catching at Reeds; bur he that ſhould deliberately elect 
ſuch Supporters would be thought as mad, as he is ſuretohe 
miſerable. Yet this is but the faint and imperfe& Em.l; 
blem of him who reſts upon his Wealth : whereas on theother lll 
ſide he that ſhelters himſelf under the ſhadow of the Almigh- 
ty, ispoſleſt of a moſt inexpugnable Fortreſs. For how can 


he fail of ſecurity that has Omnipotency for his Guard, or he, 


deluded in his truſts, that depends on Truth it ſelf ? Let theſe 
ſo diſtant ſtates be compared , and then ſureI ſhall not needto 
anticipate any mans judgement, but may leave himto pro- 
nounce on which fide his Intereſt as well as Duty lies iathis 
particular. 

34. LASTLY, Temperance alſo puts in herclaim to 
Pleaſure, which I preſume thoſe will be ſure to reliſt, who 
x that wholly in the fatisfa&tion of the ſenſual appetite, 

et I believe one might take even theſe men in ſuch a ſeaſon, 
when they ſhould be forced to give up their verdict for it. 
Cometo the Glurton when he is labouring under the load ofan 
overcharged ſtomach ; to the Drunkard when his mornings 
qualm 1s revenging on him his laſt nights debauch ; to the 
Inffful perſon , when the torment of his bones admoniſhechim 
of the fins of his fleſh : and then asks them whether Tempe- 
rauce be not more pleaſant than its contrary. I can ſcarce think 
the Devil has any ſuch ſtout Confeſſors, but will then betray 
his cauſe. But this vertue is in it ſe!f too amiable to need any 
of theſe Foils to illuſtrate it ; the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, 
of denying an Appetite, is notonly nobler, but greater than 
any istobehad in the moſt tran{porting moment of ſatisfying 
them. Every man will call him a Brute , that when an 
Enemy 1s in the Field loſes the opportunity of a glorious 
Victory, and expoſes himſelf to certain Captivity , rather 
than forſake his Liquor, or other fordid pleaſure. And this 
3s the juſtdecition of the preſent caſe; Our Luſtsare our mor- 
taleft Enemies, and every time they aſſault us, 'r151n our 
choice either by reſiſting them to gain a fignal Conqueſt, or 
clfe by ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Lures they hold,out to Us, 
to be yanquiſhed by them. He that chuſes the laſt, if he have 
any ſhadow of pleaſure, *tis only that of a Beaſ?, (11ke4 
Horſe , who though he hath indeed the ſatisfaction of 1& 


cciving Meat, yet he allo takes the Bridle , yea the my 


- = = — 


"  TNBAT " ths 


v& VI. Advantage of 7 Time. 57 


——— 


from the ſame hand.) *Tis the former only, that is the 
afure of 219947, Which I ſuppoſe ſufficient to evince to which 
m-Mje difference belongs. For fure none can think God hath 
her Mien ſo unkind to his own Image in humane nature, asin 
te diſpenſation of felicity to aſſign the larger ſhare to the 
tures, And therefore in this particular as well as the reſt we 
nay conclude , that he is not only the moſt pious but the moſt 
kopy perſon , that makes the right uſe of his Wealth. 


SE $$ $:< 


Of the Third Advantage, that of T ime. 


.'T ET usnow proceed to the Third Advantage, that 
j of Time: which though men do often ſo induſtriouſly 

/ waſte, as if it were rather a burden than an advan- 
te, yet the differing eſtimates they make of it, when it 
rnear expiring , the paſſionate Death-bed wiſhes of a few days 
grieve, witneſs that it has a real value. For were it an empty 
(kleſsthing, it would not then begin to appear conſiderable, 
thenall other vanities grow in contempt with us. The un- 


ak appines of it is, that men learn to prize it, as they do moſt 
i Wither good things, rather by the want than the enjoying, 
uy the 5kill of trading with the loſs of the Talent , which 


hould maintain the Traffick , and then only come to account _ 
tatrealure, when they can no longer diſpoſe it to any bene- 
it; and that diſpoſing alone ts it that can render it truly va- 
mble. It is therefore a moſt neceſſary providenceto learn this 
rt of improvement, this piece of ſpiritual husbandry, with- 
nut which a mans ſelf becomes that accurſed ſoil, the Apoſtle 
mentions, Heb. 6: 8. Whoſe end 15 to be burned. Let us there- 
ex while examine what are thoſe Imployments of our 
lime, which may render it moſt fertile to our preſent com- 
ort, and future account. | 

2. EVERY man fays (though perhaps few conſider) that 
Wie here is but a Prelogue to Eternity e\ſewhere, and thatthe 
dition of that Eternity , whether happy or miſerable, de- 
fends upon the well husbanding of this time. That there- 
ire and that only can be the right managery ofit, m_ 
| tends 
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tends to make our future Ettare as happy, as it is {are to 1Þ civ 
lating. To this purpoie God hath chaiked us out fome grey} 11 
lines of Duty , from whence ſo many leſier do ariſe, as will de! 
if we will permit them, twiſt and wind themſ-Ives with ever for 
hour of our lives. And though thefe Duties arc inthe kinYY ere 
of them obligatory ro all conditions of men, yet trequenſſ 0! 
ter Acts of them are expe&ted from thoſe, whoſe Qu 091 
lities and fortunes give them more vacancy from fecu]a{ff 10! 
tolls. Y ut 
3. FOR certainly it is not to be fancied, that God whaſſ 1& 
has put an activePrinciple into our nature ſhould induſttiouſiy 4! 
provide for the ſuppretling its operations in any , devote ſuchi 
a Sele&t number of men, as an Hzcatomb to be offered up tc in] 
Idleneſs. And vet much leſs can it be thought , that he ſhould e 
ſopromote that Iniquity, which he profeſles to hate, as tdff 0 
delign them to purſuits of that , Manumit them from labour 0! 
to leave them freer for vice. And 1f neither of theſe can be © 
ſuppoſed, if their leiſure were not 1nduJged them either tha 
they might do notiing, or doll, there remainsonly athir he 
end imaginable, and that is the dving good ; (for as for Sporty 
and Paſtimes, the beſt of them come {fo near to idleneſfs, and © 
the worſt of them to Vice, thatas the one is not to be allow 
edany, ſo the other no conſiderable parr of their time.) Now ® 
becauſe none is good but one, that is God, Mark 10: 18. we Ca pre 
take our mexſures of good ations only from his preſcription; ho 
and fo thoſe which he has commended as ſuch to Mankinayp 
in general , point out to this particular rank of men theſj 
ature of their Exerciſes, as their eſpecial Vacancy and leifur 
does the higher degrees of them. 4 
4. AND firſt thoſe of Piery towards God juſtly challenge ® 
a great ſhare of their Time. For whereas God may feem 
to have limited and confined the poor mans zeal, by that 
Rule of preferring mercy to themſelves before ſacrifice to him; 
he does by exempting the rich from thoſe neceilives tacitly 
require their 4-vorion to ſwell up to ſome proportion with his 
bounty to them , who being freed from thoſe weights 
wherewith others are clogged and incumbred , even nature 
it ſelf tuggeſts the expectation of their ſoaring higher. He 
has put them at a diſtance from the meaner cares and ſoli- 


citudes of life, as if he were jealous thoſe might prove I 
r1Vals, 
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als, and keep them from growing into a cloſer inti- 
mey with himfelf, And ſhall this deſign of his love be 
lelerted? And when he has thus ſecured himſelf from one 
fort of Competitor , ſhall more and baſer be ſought out, 


ewery the trillingeſt and vileſt Entertainment be courted to 
come and ſupplant him? This were indeed to anſwer that 
adious char2ter of the Auultereſs, Exzk. 16: 34. which was 


not ſolicited, but 45d ſolicie, And thoſe that can make ſuch 

unworthy and provoking returns to fo endearing a kind- 

neſs, evince themſelves deſtitute not only of grace, butof 
all degrees of common gond nature. For when he fopro- 

es for their familiarity and converſe, what can be more 
inhuman? and inzrate , than thus ſcorntully to decline it ?- 
Yer under this chzrpe a!l thoſe will certainiy fall, who do 

not employ (nay devore) every day ſome conſiderable part 

of this their vacant time to the keeping up their inter- 
courſe with God , by Reading, Prayer and Meditation. 

5. IN thenext plice, Themſelves put in for a part. But 
here I mean not thoſe brutiſh ſenſual ſelves, which have in 
many (like Pharaohs lean kine) devoured the nobler and more 
excelent; but it 1s the more divine and ſublimated part of 
them, on which their time 15 to bz !ard out. And here they 
can never want buſineſs, that b:ing in ſeveral reſpe&s a very 
proper object of their. diligence. For firſt, their Underftandings, 
how clear and vigorous ſoever , attain not their height at 
once, arc not like 44am created in a ſtate of maturity and' 
perieftion , but like his degraded poſterity , make gradual 
motions towards it , advance by {everal ſteps and degrees of 
poicienicy ; nor can we in this life aſcend to ſuch a Non ultra , 
s exclude; 2 pollibility of growth. So that no advantage of 
Eucation can ſuperſede the uſe of Aﬀter- induſtry, that. being 
all able to make farther improvements, bring innew ac- 
ellionsto their Knowledge. And this is ſo invitinganenter- 
lnment, as may very reaſonably expect their companies ſome' 
hours of the day in their Studies. 

9. BUT thovgh this be a conſiderable, yetis it not the 
veizhtieit part of that carethey ow themſelves. For as the 
Sul confider'd in its Intellef, may thus become their Pupil, 
O in its Morals it has often need to be their Patient. For 
though 10 its Original Conſtitution it was perfectly pure 
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and healthy, yet by inhabiting in this peſthouſe the Fleſh, jr 
hath contracted much of its contagion ; and by how much 
the more delicateand refined its compoſition is, fo much the 
more mortal are the diſeaſes to which it is ſubje&. It will 
therefore requirea cloſe and wary attendance, A Phyſician 
that hasa nice and tender Patient, muſt be very aſſiduous in 
his care, obſervant of all ſymptoms , watchful againſt all 
accidents. And ſo certainly ſhould men be here; they ſhould 
make daily obſervations how their ghoſtly ſtrength increaſes 
or decays, what Humour moſt predominates, whether Cho 
ler boil up into rage, Phlegm freez into ſloth ; whether the 
Sanguineneſs of their temper make them luſtful, or the me- | 
lancholy revengeful , and accordingly apply their ſpiritual I 
Purgatives, the Baths , or the Paleſira, preſcribe rules of 
Dietand Exerciſe. And doubtleſs whoever makes theſe dail 
ſtcict inſpections into himſelf, will by the ineſtimable benefit 
hereceives from it, be taught how greata bleſſing his Time 
is, and how much a greater to have grace thus to employ it. 
7. BUT thougha Mars ſelf be a Province wideenough to 
take up a good part of his time, yet muſt he not ſo inprols it, 
as todefraud his Nezghbour, who has alſo a right to ſhare in 
it. God having made man after his own Image, has (as part 
of that) ſtamped upon him the Bounty and Communicative- 
neſs of his nature : and therefore when we live wholly to 
our ſelves, we raſe and deface that Impreſs. And when 'tis 
remembred that the hainouſneſs even of Murder is by God 
pronounced to ariſe from the vio/ation of his Image, Gen. 9:6. 
parity of reaſon muſt conclude this no light guilt. Nor 1s 
it only our Goods we are to impart (for that were a very 
partial Tranſcript of that Bounty weare to imitate, which 
ives us ſo much beſides) but in general whatever other 
Ability we have by which our neighbour may receive ad- 
vantage : and ſo a man has as many employments of his 
time, as heeither finds or can make opportunities of doing 
ood to others. I ſay make; for ſure {ince God hath conſit- 
tuted Love to our neighbour one of the fundamental lawsto 
Mankind, we are not to look upon it only as an accident 
' or caſualty, but as a main and deliberate bulineſs of our 
lives; not refer it wholly to chance whether ever we ſhall do 


2n act of this kind or no ; but induſtriouſly ſeek out and 
| | improve 
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improve occaſions. Thus we find the Liberality of our Bleſſed 
Lord repreſented to us in the parable of the great Supper , Luke 
'© Yi: 6. where there was not only liberal proviſions made for 
Il ſich a5would come in, but importunity ufed to draw them, 
- perticular invitations made to the poor and t/7e maimed , the 
mn Yi dhe 61:n4;and when that brought not in gueſts enough, 
F the High ways and Hedges were to be ranſacked, and general 
fe Wires, 25 it were, made of men, to receive not the Earneſt- 
** Yjeony of Death , ( which is uſually the fignification of our 
** WireG-money) but the Antepaſt of Eternal life. O that all thoſe 


x J who pretend to greatneſs of mind , would copy out this 
al Flunitficence , that they would prevent mens defires , and 


of Fivite them to come and be obliged by them, For want 
ty (ofthis, many occafions of doing benefits are loſt ; the 
Ml nodeſty of forme, perhaps the pride of others, averts them 
fom requeſting thoſe aſliſtznces they moſt need. It were 
therefore the nobleſt Study a Gentleman could entertain him- 
etwith, to ſc-arch the various Wants of thoſe within his 
ſphere, But then he muſt be ſure to do it with a candid 
tpn, the more opportunely to apply himſelf to their aid : he 
nult not treacherouſly inquire , who wants knowledge to 
feride, but inſtruct them ; not hunt out a debaucked per- 
lon, to make him his Companion, but his Convert; not 
ind out quarrels to foment , but compoſe them ; in a 
rord, not pry into other mens concernments, like a butie 
dy, but a Friend ; not to comply with his own curio- 
ity, but their need. And now he that pays a juft Tribute 
_ i his Time to theſe three grand Dutics , will (when the 
ich (Þer dues to Nature, temporal Aﬀairs, and necefary Ci- 
her Wiities are dedpdted ) not have much to facrifice either to 
FF ns or Vice, but will rather thiak he wants Time than 
uſineſs, | 

d. BUT alas, the full leiſure they generally find for the 
rect contrary employ ments, witneſſes too irrefragably that 
Farenot thus taken up. It is true indeed, we find God 
|ten in their Mouths, bar it is rather in Oaths, than Prayers ; 
if they meant their profanations ſhould be the only teſti- 


our il 
1 do "0y that they believed a Deity. How many are there 
and proteſt Votaries to Bacchus , that their Knees are reſerved 


tly for him , never to be bent but in drinking of Healths ; 
D 2 that 
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that ſeem to haveenacted to themſelves the prophaner part 
of Darins's Law , Dan. 6: 7. that of asking no Petition of God 
only herein out-vying him, that theirs is for an incefinite, 
not limited time ; who reckon Saying of Prayers among thoſe 
pedantick tasks of their childhood, which expire with the 
Rod and Ferula, and can never think fit to debaſe their more 
Manly ſtate to it , unleſs perhaps a reſtleſs night may force 
them to call it in to ſupply the place of a more utual and plezſe 
ing Anoadyne, Whether this be not the pitch of many Gentle 
»1ens Devotion, I appeal to any that obſerves their Pra- 
Etice. 

9. NOR have they much more to do in the Library, 
than the Oratory , unleſs it be flored with Romances, any 
dceper fort of reading 1s 3s formidableto them, as the Mites 
or Galleys; nor do they without wonder look :t thoſe whe 
can voJuntarily ſet themſclves to tug at thoſe Oars. Put Divi 
nity is beyond all others under prejudice with them, decried 
not only asa crabbed, but mgenril? ftudy ; ſo that upon pain þ 
of Reproach, none are to know more of it, than may jul h 
qualihe them to deride it; or read the Bible to any otherpur® 

ofe, than to enable them to blaſpaeme God in his own fiile 
If theſe men may be ſaid ar all to convc ſe with God, it is in 
the ſame manner, that the Phariſees did with our Savicur " 
with the inſidious detign of entar:g/ing him in his talk, Matt 
22. And ſure the more time i5 thus ſpent, the worſe. 

10. PROPORTIONABLY to this they acquit them n 
ſelves of the other parts of this Duty ; that Time which the) Fu 
ſhould beſtow either in preventing or curing their ſpiritui "i 
Maladies, they lay out wholly in contracting or increalin”. 
them. They have madea melt ftrict league with the Flel * 
and like faithiu] Conkderates they omit no endeavour 0 , 
Ntcengthen its Paity , to ſupply it with freſh forces, thee 
pence of the whole aay is managed wholly in order to thatenaly: Fh 
Thus that they may be ſure to keep their Luſt high and vige M 
rous, they give ita nomiſting breakfaſt of Sloth) in the morn oy 
ing, a full meal of gluttony at noon, beſides multitudes 6 6 


collations in obſcene Diſcourſe and Fancies , all the dajyg F: be 
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SIREN 
tonour of one Day , how vigilant are they to giveit the firſt 
fault? Scarcea day that they draw not up 1n Batalia againit 
i, and ſeldom miſsgiving ita total Rout; and if Sleep like 
i Miſt befriend it to ſteal upon them in the morning again , 
jet that little ſucceſs 1s but a preparation to a more ſignal De 
fat in the afternoon, which is with many, a time alotted 
wholly to theſe skirmiſhes ; perhaps the chaſe followed all 
nipht, nay, purſued fo far by ſome, till an habitual Sottiſh- 
ref favethem the labour of theſe Quotidian Combats. Nor 
istheir Pride ſo affronted, as to be forgot in the diſtribution 
of their Time, a good ſcantling of it is cut out to its uſe; 
{mein contriving and deſigning their Cloaths, and ſomein 
atting them on ; ſome in admiring themſelves', and ſome 
nprojcting to be admired by others; ſome in hearing flat- 
teries, and more in reflecting and ruminating upon 


them, | 
11. AS for thoſe broken parcels of Time, which are 


. not thus devoted to theſe or fome other ſct and ſolemn Sen- 
ſualities, they are gleaned up by Sports and unſlignificant pa- 


ſimes ; nay even ſome who abſtain from the forrger, do 
jet ſo wholly abandon themſelves to the latter, that their 
lires become utter! unprofirable. Under this number I have 


MWoointention to include all who allow themſelves Recreations; 


[know ſome divertiſement is ſo neceflary both to the Body 
md Mind ofa min, that if it keep within moderate bounds , 
1s but a juſt debt to himſelf, and cannot fall under any ilt 
taraGter ; but that which is reprchenſible in this matter, is 
lteexceſsand inordinacy of it, the making that a buſineſs, 
Fhich ſhould be but a diverſion. And this we ſee too uſual 
vith many, who abſurdly ftretch this priviledge of their 
entility, even till it break; purſue their ſports of Hawking 
nd Hunting, &c. fo vehemently and ailiduouſly, that ere 
liey are aware, they adopt theſe their Callings ; never con- 
idering that a Faulconer or Huntſman is indeed as mean a Vo- -- 
un, as thoſe they moſt deſviſe. But whateyer other 
pllimes of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp his time, he | 
Goes nitextremely reproach himſelf, tacitely confeſſes, that 
. ls unfit for generous and manly imployments, and calls 
"aj Child , while he thus trifles and pla\s away his 

> 126-1 
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"2434 FE NOW. notwherher 1 may rank the great and deep 


Gameſters1n this File; for though the nature of their imploy. 
ment belong to it, yet there are ſuch conſiderable ruinogs 
effects of it, as ſeem to place it in the number of more ſerious 
Ills. And indeed, though Cuſtom hath called it Play, yetthe 
many anx1ous fears and uneaſfie Commotions which uſually 
attend 1t, evince the great impropriety of the Title , and 
would morereaſonably have given it a name of the direc con- 
trary importance. But as feigned names arc commonly an art 
of concealing perſons, ſo this Trade aſſumes the ſtile of Di- 
yertiſement,, indeed to diſguiſe its true original which un. 
doubtedly is Covetouſneſs. For, what imaginable cauſe can 
there be aſſigned, beſides the deſire of Wining, that ſhould 
make men venture what they are ſounwilling to loſet lt is 
certain, he that plays fora Piece, has as much ofthe divertive 
part, as he that ſtakesathouſind : and were that al] werede- 
{iz2ned, men need not , and certainly would not ſo profule- 
ly over-buy what offers it ſelf at ſo much a cheaper rate. I 
know this is a motive men think too ſordid to own, but 
would God they would once learn (in this better ſence) to re- 
vere themſelves as well as others, and deſpiſe to be prevailed 
en by what they are aſhamed to avow. But the event ordinari- 
Iy ſpeaks it as great a Folly , as Meanneſs, of which thereare 
too many ſad inſtances in the ſhipwrackt Fortunes of thele 
Adventurers. And indeed there is nothing wonderful init, 
but that men will be ſo mad as to run the hazard. For that be- 
ing ſuppoſed, itis not at all ſtrange to ſee them {ink under it. 

Fora man has here to deal not with Chance alone (which yet 
were but a tickle bottom to imbark ia) but with ſuch combt- 
nations of Deceit, that even good Fortune it ſelf will not c-1 
cure him : ſo that he that has not learnt to Plough with the 
ſame Heifer, is like to make but ſad Husbandry of it. And 


| 1! | even thoſe that have, if they happen to get ſome few good 


Crops, yet they quite wear out the ſoil with them, forfeit 
that Reputation with all conſidering men , which ſhould let 
them 1n to farther opportunities , and leave themlzlves to live 
not {o much upon their own Wits , as other mens Follies. 
It is true indeed, that hath in theſe latrer days proveda pretty! 
large Common to graze on, and ſome have ſcemed to thrive 


well upon it; but generally ſuch Cattle mect ar laſt with 4 
: pinching 
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pinching Winter, which leaves them as bare and meagre, as 
wer. In ſhort, Cheating has uſually a reflexed efficacy, and 
ous jeceives none more than thoſe that uſe it : yet ſuch a ſtroak 
ous þzth it now got in Gaming , that in moſt Companies it leaves - 
the ncnonly this miſerable choice, Whether they will be aCtive 
ulyY orpaſſivein it. Which methinks ſhould be enough toawaken | 
and FI en, 2s immoderate Tyrannies uſe to do, -to vindicate their 
0n-Wf 1.iberties, and reduce Gaming from this exorbitancy to its 
art WM primitive uſe, make it ceaſe to bea Trade, and becomea Re- 
Di-W creation : and that too bounded within ſuch juſt limits, that 
Ul-Y it may not incroach on thoſe heurs which ſhould be deſtined. 
cal togreater concernments. But as it is between this and the reſt, 

cher Impertinencies or Vices, all their time is ſo pre-ingaged 
T1 YN nd fore-ſtalled , that their moſt important intereſt is left for- 
ell ormnand neglected ; they have as little Leiſure as Will to con- 
de- M fer the poor Soul , or ſcarce to remember that they carry any. 
{e-M fach trifle about them. 

13. AND now they that thus forget God and themſelves, 
but MF to wonder if tney afford little conſideration to 'their bre-. 
ie thren. They will not be guilty of ſuch an Þgecorum, ordeny 
led W the Body of fin its exact ſymmetry , by making this part 
-Y unproportionable to the reſt : and therefore they either 
ic low no part of rheir time to others, or do it to ſuch in- 
rerted perverſe purpoſes , as makes the payment worſe than 
robbery, Thus many beſtow 7//ts on others , not out of 
any purpoſe of kindaeſs , but either to trifle away their 
own time or to make obſervations, what they can ſpy ridi- 
culous to entertain their laughter. A myſtery the London-- 
flitants are generally well read in, who have put this buſi- 
neſs long ſince into a ſetled courſe; fo that the diſcoveries - | 
of one Viſit ſers them in a ſtock of defaming , backbiring 
lſcourſe for the next, and ſo ſucceſſively ad infinitum. So 
gan , many who call themſelves Gentlemen, much to the. 
reproach of that title , if they can find out a young Heir of 
much wealth and little prudence , how officious, how dilt- 
reatare they inattending him? watching him as gladly asa 
Vultur does the fall of a Carcaſe , till they find an advran- 
age to rook him at Play , entangle him in Suretiſhip , or 
Perhaps berray him to ſome mean and unequal Match. So 
ll they hear but of a beartifnl Woman , what Contrivancess 
| D 4 what 
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what deſigns do they lay, firſt to ſee, and then to Corrupt 
her; makeita bulineſs to themſelves, as well as a trad N 
their agentsand factors, to ſpring ſuch game? And upon ſuch 
occaſions as thele can liberally ſacrifice their Time, of which 
when any Charitable office would borrow from them bur 
fome few migutes, they. are then ſuch bufie perſons, the 
can by no meansaffordit. A Nabals blunt and churliſh refu- 
Jal, orat beſt a Felix's put off to a convenient ſeaſon, are the uſual 
returns to ſuch motions. But to anticipate the Propoſal, to 
goin queſt of fuch Opportunities, looks with them like apiece 
of Knight-errantry , has ſo little of their practice, that it ſcarce 
eſcapes their ſcorn. 


+14: AND now what heavy Bill of Indictment is like one 


day to be brought in againit them, when God, their Souls, and 


their Neighbours ſhall alljoyn intheir Charge ! Oh that they | 


would ſcaſonably contider how ſadly obnoxious they areto 
it, 2nd that condemnation which will inevitably follow it; 
that ſo they may according to Chriſts counſel, Marth. 5: 25. 


. agree with theſe adverſaries while they are in the way , and by 
-yiclding to each of them for the future a juſt portion of their 


Time, compound the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſsagainſt them, 
Tiat they would remember, that of all their prodigalitics, 
this of their Time is the moſt deſperate, ſuch as is moſt 1m- 


poſlibleto redeem, and yet that whercin they are of all others | 


the deepliefſt concerned. And this they would certainly be 
convinced of, iftheir Aiery fancies could but ſo condenſe into 
Earth, asto bring them into any acquaintance with their Beds 
of duſt , give them ſome foretaſte of their Dying terrors : 
for let them bar {adly think what thzy would then give 
for ſome few of thoſe Days they now ſtudy to Hing away 
and they cannot chuſe but infer the neceſſity of being bet- 
ter Husbands. We read in Scripture of the Demoniacks 
gwelling among the Tombs : but the Devil has ſure changed 
that habitation ; for thoſe whom he now poſſeſits he pere 
mits not to converſe at all there, as knowing it is the 
propereſt preparative to his diipoſleſiion. And doubtleſs it 
would be the moſt powerful E:orci/, as of all others , ſo 
of this Evil ſpirit (this filching Devil, that thus ſtcalsfrom 
men their precious hours) often to deſcend into the Vault 


or Gharnel-hoxſfe , and by ſerious contideration how _ 
| | their 
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5 Whcir Time is, to inforce upon themſelves a care ofredeem- 
o Mug it. 


15, NOR need they fear, that to redeem their Time, they 
muſt ſel] their Pleaſures, give up themſclves to a joyleſs ſtate 
of life. For though ir is true they muſt reſign their counter- 
fir, they ſhall have rea! Delights in exchange ; they muſt 
part with their Glaſs, but ſhall have Gold inſtead of it. 
And 25 none but a rude dan will repine at that bargain in 
the Literal, ſo none but a ruder Chriſtian can diſlike it in the 
Moral ſenſe. For in the firſt place, he that imploys his 72 
nconverſing with God, is not only more honourably and 
nore profitably , but alſo more pleaſantly buſied than he can 
poſſibly be any other way. We all ſay, That God 75 the Cen- 
ef !elicity : but he gives him{elf thelie, that does not with- 
i confeſs, that the cloſer acquaintance we have with him, 
the nearer approach we make to happineſs. For whoever be- 
leved the Son to be the Fountain of heat, and yet feared to 
frezz by drawing near its Rays? Indeed none but the down- 
7 MW ipht Atheiſt can with any tolerable Logick , diſpute the 
r Wpkafantncſs of this Duty. For can any whoſe Faith has fet u 

:God, ſufier their fancies to dreſs him like a Fiend ? Pat on 
him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as may beget averiion , deter them 
lrom approaching to him ? Can they call him a Deity, to 
vhom they will not attribute ſo much as they will to every 
ingenious man , the honour of being good Company ? 
This is to be not only prophane but abſurd. And it there 
ieany of ſo ſhort Diſcourile , I ſuppoſe him uncapable of 
conv:Ction by Argument : the common Proverb hath athign- 
edhim his Teacher, wiz. Experience, Let him by frequent, 
ſetreverent Addreſſes to God , grow into ſeme familiarity 
whim, bring himſelf within diftance of receiving his re- 
reſhing Influences, and then he will diſcover how very un- 
kind he hath been to himſelf in thus long holding off. In 
bumane Converſations we uſe not to findthe guſt and reliſh of 
tiem, till wearrive to ſome degree of Freedom : they that 
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Andcertainly the main cauſe of that diſguſt men have to this 
Pprritual entercourſe, is their unaccuſtomedneſs to it. They 
res to God perfectly as ſtrangers, now and then pay him 
light Vilitz asit were by way of formality and compiement 3 
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andthen no wonder if it be neither ſatisfactory to God nor 
themſelves. But then 'tis ſure great injuſtice to defametharfl 
as unpleaſant , which becomes ſo only by their own {1M 
managery ; to ſay there is no water in the Well , only « 
becaute they neglect to provide a Bucket for the drawingſi | 
of it up. | 'M' 
16. IN thenext place *tis ſure, their Souls mean them nol { 
malice 1n exacting part of their Time. For firſt, what they t 
beſtow 1n 1mprov:ng and exalting their Under/fandings, does ( 
not only bring them in advantages in the end, but afford; | 
them alſo very fair accommodations by the way, Learning r 
yields ſuch variety of agreeable entertainments, that liketheW r 
] 

t 

c 

t 

t 

l 
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Manna in the Wilderneſs , it adapts it ſelf to every mans taſte, he 
that likes not one ſort may fit hirafelf with another; and ſure 
he muſt have a ſtrangely vitiated palate, to whom none 0 
them will reliſh. I can ſcarce think Nature has produced any 
thing ſo diſtemper'd ; but men take up general and implicite 
prejudices, and will look on Books in no other notion but as 
Taskmaſters , whereas if they would but conſider them as 
Companions, they could not miſs ofonekind or other, to 
find a pleaſant converſation among them. 

17. AS forthat portion of their Time which is ſpent in at- 
tendance on the yet more ſpiritual part of them , *tis rather t 
agift than arobbery, to help them to ſuch a way ofexpence. 
Ingenuous men think it a prize when they meet an opportull- 
ty to reſcue from theſullage of time any thing that carries the 
ſtamp of ancient worth and Nobility. But this is a piece of the 
greateſt Antiquity , of the nobleſt, yea divineſt Impreſs. How 
can mens hours be better laid our, than inreſtoring ittoits 
prianitive luſtre, in wiping off that ſoil wherewith the ſteam 


of thoſe loads of noxious humours under which it labours 
like good Phyſicians, recover it from a Janguiſhing , infirm, 
to a vigorous athletique habit ? And ſure the fatisfaction of 
this muſt far exceed all other entertainments. Indeed that 
which is uſually taken up inſtead of it, can with nojuſtice 
pretend to any tolerable complacency. No man envies bis 
felicity , but contemns his ſordid and abject ſpirit, that picks 
out the baſeſt and unworthieſt company : And ſhall it here 
pals for pleaſure to conſort only with the plebeian part of ky 
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69 
kf, thoſe ſenſual Appetites, which are the Common people 

of this Little world , to ſpend all his time in Treating and 
Carefling oftheſe, and in the interim let the Soul, which is 

of fo noble an extraction, ſo excellent endowments, ſtand 

by negle&ted , nay be trodden to death in the croud ofthis | 
julgar rabble? Certainly thisis a Tragedy , that no man could |} 
ſee upon the Stage without indignation : yet God knows, 
this is it men daily act over with applauſeto themſelves. Would 
God they would once ſhift the Scene, and let the oppreſt Soul 
haveits ſeaſon of triumphing : doubtleſs they would find it 
more pleaſant to ſhare in its Conqueſts than in its ruine. We. | 
read indeed of ſome Nations that have by the res of a barba- {| 
rous religion been forced to make Humane ſacrifices : yet we | | 
find not that they had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity it ſelf, ag - | 
to make it matter of delight. And has our Civility ſo far | 
out-done their Barbariſm , that it ſhall be pleaſure to do + || 
that in ſpight of our Religion , which. they did in obedience } 
totheirs? To butcher the Man within us, and leave nothing © |þ 
but our outward Form and inward Guilt to diflerence us from | 
Beaſts ? He that diſclaims this, mutt neceflarily confeſs the * | 
pleaſure lies on the other fide, in reſcuing the Spirit from the * 
vlurpations, yea tyranny of the Fleſh ; and conſequently 
that the Time he thus beſtows is not loſt , but improved | 
to his own greateſt preſent , as well as future advan- | 
tages, in 
18. THE like may {in thelaſt place) be ſaid of that part * || 
of it which is laid out to the benefit of others, which is that if 
which brings us to tafte the moſt delicious of humane delights : | 
thepleaſure of Obliging being of all thoſe the moſt raviſh- - ||| 
ng and tranſporting. And for this we need not the ver- 
ad of Chriſtianity : the Philoſopher atteſts it as well as | 
the Divine. Nay it is ſo received a truth, that ſcarce any -/| 
man will avow fo muchill nature as to reſiſt it in diſcourſe, . 
how much ſoever his practice diſowns it. Indeed this is a plea- 
ſure ofſoexalted, ſoquinteſſential a kind , that what Heroas - 
Auditors ſaid in Rattery of his Oration , we may fay in truth. 
of this. *Tisthe delight rather of a God, than aman. That : 
vreraign Being, though he were ccterna'ly happy 'in him-. 
ſelf, yet as if he had wanted of his complete felicity , whilſt 
leenjoyed italone, was pleaſcd rather to create, than want i 
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70 THE GENTLEMANS CALLING 
objets of his goodneſs. And aplealureto which God himſelf 
Nis g1ven {ich an atteſtation, as to makea World in order to 
it, ivrecannot, without the moſt-impious contradiction of 
his choice, be deſpiſed by man. And certainly *tis none of 
the leatt ofthoſe benefits he hath vouchſaſed our nature, that 
he hath given usa capacity of it, by affording us thoſe powers 
by which we may advantageand oblige one another ; {opoint- 
1ngusout a courſe, whereby we mzy not enly innocently, 
but ſoceefstully entertain Luczfers defign , of being like the muf 
High. It really makes Men what the Heathens vainly fancied 
their Heroes, even Dem: Goas. O that thoſe, who thinkit 
Noble to be afpiring, would thus verike the opinion , by 
terminating a!] their vitzes and endeavours in this one Gene- 
rous Ambition! and then ris ſure they would not need tobe 
told the happicels of this {o Deifying an imploy ment. 
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Of the Forrth Advantage, tit of hs Authority. 


N the Foutth place we zre to conlider the Genrlemans 
advantage, in reſpect of his Aurhority over thoſe that 

- & reJarteto, ordependon kim. And this, if rightly ma- 
naged, is of excelient uſe, though as capable of being per- 
vertcd as any ofthe former, He who has ſecular ties upon men, 
may often, by thoſe cords which bind their world!'y inter- 
eſt, draw them to a confideration of their ſpiritual. A. 
Trnant who thinks hislivelthood concerned in the good Willof 
his Landlord, a Penfioner whole {ubliſtence reſts upon the 
bounty of his Patron , will ffrive to mod2el themſelves to ſuch. 
a form, 2s may beſt ſuit the inclinations of the perſon tne) 
delire to endear ; they are uſuolly Wax to him , that are 
Flint to orhers. But then, as varitty of Sets make differ- 
ing Impreſſions, ſo this ſiexiblenefs of theirs may be cither 
2buſ-d to i!l, orimproyed to good; this Vax may TECCIVE 
theI nsgeofa Beaſtoran Angel. It 15 therefore the duty of 
thoie who are poſſeſt of this advantage, to ule it to the 1m- 


preſſing not of Vice, but Vertue z to contrive how they _ 
: , n4 
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oſt effeftually diicountenance the one, and encourage the 


Cl 
to Miicr. And this they may doubtleſs have frequent opportuni- 
of Wirof, towards either of thoſe relations forementioned. | 
of Ml ,, BUT to none ſooften as to their Domeſticks and Menial, 
at Mimants. Theſe are always ſo much 1n their road, that they 
ers Wim to be marked out by God as their moſt peculiar Province. 
it» MWirery Matter has fo much of the Prophet, that he is ſer as 4 
y, M/ichman, Ezzh. 3:17. over his Family , and ought as jea- 
of Wouily to obſerve the approach of any Vice towards it ,. as a 
ed Micatinel does that of an Enemy. *Tis a very pernicious 
it MWrror for men to think themſelves no other ways concerned 
by Wi their Servants, than they are in their Horſcs or Oxen, to 
e- Wok upon them only as another ſpecies of Working-cattel, 
be MWnifo they do their buſineſs, care not how arrant Brutes they 
vs, Whereas they ſhould remember, that they with them- 
fre are Cornmon- ſervants to the one Great Maſter, and that 
. Wir fubordin2tion of the one to the cther 15 but the wiſe 
Y:eomy of their Lord, who has ( as 1n great Families we * 
tit util) conſtituted the one as Stewards or Superviſors, 
0 reguizte the reſt : and then *twill appear a piece of enor- 
 MWoow wfaithtulneſs to neglect this charge. Toavoid which 
wit, it will concern Gent/2men to have a ſedulous care 
1m MWorer thoſe that are thus intruſted to them , to make ſtrict ins 
it Wh:Qtions into the manners of their ſervants, and according- 
a- MW to appiy inſtructions, and admonitions, reproots or in- 


ourzgetr.ents. And that they may not tranſcribe Pharaohs 
T\ramy of ezzaffing brick without fliraw , require the ſuperſtru- 
tureof Chriſtian lives, where there wants the neceſſary foun- 
ton of Chriſtian knowledge , they muſt provide that none 
der their charge be deſtitute of the means of laying that 
foungd-work, of knowing ſo much of Religion as may bring 
em into an acquaintance with tncirduty. Buttogiveliſe 
all theſe endeavours *tisindifpenſably neceſſary for them to 
wow {ich a Loveto piety and vertue, and ſuch a Dceteſtation 


oithe contrary, tht their ſervants may ſee , that there 1s but 


me way of approving themſelves both to their earthly and 

tarenly Maſter. 
} IF it be here Obje&ted, That it is but a counterfeit 
ue, which derives it ſelf from the care of pleaſing men , and 
that this is, but to teach them to convert prophaneneſsto 
D 7 hypocri- 
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hypocriſie : I muſt yield ſo far as to confeſs, that wherethyr 
continues the-final motive, it will neveravail any man. By 
as God often uſes temporal and outward occurrences, to pre 
duce inward and ſpiritual effe&ts, ſo it may here happen, that 
thoſe whole firſt approaches to Goodneſs were mercenary,an 
out of compliance to others, may by coming within viewofit 
diſcern it ſo amiable, that they may after love it for its ſelf 
And indeed conlidering the rude ignorance uſual among the 
vulgar, *tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould imbraceit upon the 
bare ſtrength of ſpeculation , and therefore muſt be allowedſ 
cular invitations, as baits to allure them. As for thoſethit 
never advance higher than the meer Form of Godlineſs , whit 
weight foever it may add to their own doom , yet perhaps that 
may juftly be accounted leſs miſchievous to the world, than 
the contrary extreme; Hypocrifie being a fin that cannot wel 
ſet up for Proſclyres, becauſe it never owns it ſelf of adiſtin& 
party from true Piety. And'tis not impoſſible, that the exam 
ple of a feigned Ch:iſtian may teach others to ſurmount thei 
copy , and be that in ſincerity, which he is but in appearance 
whereas open Vice pretends to no ſuch poſſibility , breathsnc 
thing but contagion, and like a peſt infefts communities. We 
have therefore reaſon to conclude, that if this care were gent 
rally taken,*twere a ſervice not only to God, but theCommor 
wealth, which has not more unprofitable,nay noxious burdeti 
lying on her from any rank of men, than from lewd and idk 
Servants ; who uſing their places only as a ſhelter for thei 
ſloth and licentiouſneſs, when that Gourd withers , know not 
whither to retire , but uſually either live Beggars , or dic 
Thieves: whereas if Gentlemens families were ſo ordered , wt6 
become Seminaries of Induſtry and Sobriety , the number; 
them is ſo great, that they might be able to ſend out many Wilty 
lonies of uſeful and civil perſons. | | 
4. THERE isalſo another ſort of Relative, viz. a Frinr, 
over whom though they have not that Authority , wire 
ſprings from this {ervile ſtock of hopes and fears, yet they hath 
one ofa much more noble deſcent , and more vigorous efica 
fri 
th 
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cy: Friendſhip has a key .to the heart, which it may uſe Nic 
only tolet ir ſelf into its ſecrets, but alſo to introduce 1ts0vt 


conceptions, ſentiments, and inclinations ; it ſo mixes v"thi 


the mind, that it may inſenfibly convey into itany Jdes. N r th 


a _————E 
__ 
—uſe this intimacy to the bringing in any thing baſe and un- 
yorthy , is the vileſt treachery , ſuch as is but imperfeCly re- 
reſented by the treaſon of him , who requires his friends ho- 
WM ſpitality > by bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon htm. A 
iltſfo vehemently to be abhorred, that none is to think him- 
bl at a ſufficient and juſt diſtance from it, but he that indu- 
Miriouſly purſues the direct contrary ; he therefore thathath a 
MM 7-1d, ought Radiouſly to contrive how he may molt pro- 
M mote his advantages, and thoſe not only his outward and ſ{ecu- 
kr, but alſo ( yea principally-) his inward and ſpiritual. This 
s the only ſenſe wherein *tis lawful to have deſigns upon him, 
W:nd in this he 1s not only licenſed, but obliged to haveſo. He 
muſt here uſe all friendly ſtratagems to recommend and endear 
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hanfWyertue to him , make his kindneſ the Vehicle, wherein the 


more gratefully to adminiſter whatever is moſt wholeſome, 


100 even reproofs, when they appear ſo; and yet by taking his 


own turn in being the Patient, evince, that 'tis no aſſuming 
humor, that creates him a Phyſician. Iffriendſhips were thus 
managed, it would be indeed a moſt ſacred relation , fuch as 
yould be above the violations of thoſe petty trivial diſtaſtes, 
MW which now adays difſolve them. 'Hearts that are tyed toge- 
ther with theſe conſecrated bands, are like Man and Wife joyn- 
el together inſeparably by God, and much for the ſame end of 
propagation ; only herein as far ſuperior to their pattern , as 
themind is to the body, thedivine excellencies of a Saint to 
the natural compoſition of a man. We may reaſonably be- 
lkkve they were Friendſhips of this making , that firſt brought 
thatname into ſo much veneration, and were m_ redu- 
&dtothis, no Encomiums could be too laviſh for them. Such 
areducement were a work well wortky the ſpirit and ingenui- 
tf of Gentlemen.: who ſince they generally profeſs much re- 
rerence to the word, *tis pity they ſhould caſt away their ado- 
tons on an empty ſhrine. The Heathens had Incanrations to 


bl | raltheirdiſpleaſed Deities into their forfaken Images. I wiſh 


they would alſo try ſome holy magick to bring back ſomewhat 
i the primitive divine ſpirit, to animate this now liveleſs 
tank: that they who juſtly think it an wngentile reproachful 
ng, not to have ſome body whom they call Friend , may 
kit much more ſo, not to pay all the real kindneſs due to 


Wil appellation. 
F- 5. HAVING 
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5. HAVING thus fargiven an account what are thepro. 
per and juſt employments of this Authority over thetr ſeveral 


Relations, our method now requires us to reflett alittle on 
their PraFice, and that in the moſt we ſhall find as far ſwerye. 
ing from the rule 1n this particular, as any of the former. $9 
far, alas, are Genflemen rom making their Power inſtrumental 
to the infuling good , that there is nothing more ordinary 
than to ſee them diſpoſe it to the direct contrary. The ſcorn 
and contempt they publickly cait upon all piety and vertue, 
teaches their Dependents how dead a trade that is like toprove 
to them. And then ?tis very improbadle that Godlineſs ſhall 
with them calt the ſcales againſt Gain. Hethat aimsto getan 
Exhibition, or any thing proportionable, will ſoon diſcern 
his way lies in a quite oppoſite road. He mult findout what 
Vice of the Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to. 
Sometimes he muit purvey for his Luſt, ſometimes for his 
Intemperance ; aad even when he has cjoyed thoſe proſſer 
appetites, yet his Pride will always remain inſatiable. He 
mult {111 provide air for that Camelion , lay ont his whole 
breath in Hatteries ( a more helliſh wind than any the Lap- 
landers ſell.) *Tis thisenſhrining his D:ana which isthe craff 
by which he expects his wea/tb: and therefore whatever other Wai 
office he executes by ſtarts, a Paraſite 1s to be his conitant Wnt 
trade. lt 
6. I'N like manner their Servants are diſciplin'd to bethe 
Miniſters of their Luxurics,aud not only to {erve but tranſcribe Mhc 
them. The Maſter's Vices ſeldom miſs to be taken up by the Mac 
whole Houſe, as if they were to be the Cognizances and Badges Win 
to witneſs ro whom they retained. And though for this 
they might very well truil to the efficacy of their bare Exam- ht 
ple, yet as if they could never be ſecure enough of corruptiig ll 
their Families , they too often add to it Precepts and Rules0 
Inſtitution. Thus it is one of the Fundamental Laws of their Wir 
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Hoſpitality , . That; no franger be (ent. Sober away. S0 that thelf 


Houſes may well paſs for #::hanted Caſtles; no: ian fcarce that 


come into them ., heing abic to guide himſelf out. T hey 
keep , as it were, ſolemn Fs and Turnaments of DebauchC  W* 
to challenge all comers, and have variety of Cham pions to Gral BM: 


withall, Combatants ofall ranks.In ſhort , Genrlemens Familes oi 


are become ſuch perfe& Academies of Liccntipuſach, oy 
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"ft innocent Puny will there in a very ſhorttime become 
ofici-nt. And this God knows 1s the ordinary Improve- 
ent they make of their Authority ; as if they aftected to out- 
dthetyranny of the Turk, in ſending a Halter to his Vaſlals, 
4d making them their own Executioners; or thought ita dif- 
ngement to their Qualities,to go to Hell without a honour- 
eRetinue. 
| AS for the other ſort of power, that which they have 
ertheir Friends and intimates, *tis not diſcernible that they 
nnagethat better. Who almoſt is there, that ſcemsatall to 
vert to the Efſestial part of Friendſhip ? Whata Rarity, I 
kd almoſt ſaid a Prodigy is it, to find (even amongſt thoſe 
tat profeſs the greateſt dearneſs) any that hath either the 
Gurage to give, or the humility to receivean Admonition ? 
tin ſtead of thoſe 1wounds of a Friend, Prov. 27: 6. there 1s nos, 
tling more common among them, than ze k:ſſes of an Enemy, 
ich mutual ſoothing in 31], as renders it 1aveterate and incure - 
We; and like Foab to Amaſa, 2 Sam. 20: 10, ſheds out the 
by!ls, when it pretends to kiſs, Nay , a5 if it were not ſufh- 
cent for them to nouriſh thoſe Vices thev find already plant- 
«, they ſow new Seeds, communicate their perſonal ones to 
«ch other, as ifthe community of Friendſhip obliged then 
nutwally to diffuſe their poiſons. Were many oithecloſeſt - 
mimacies now adays ranſacked to the bottom , it is to be fear- 
q this would be found the baſis and ground- work of them. 
te that hath advanced above the beaten road, arrived to the 
noreelevated myſterious parts of wickedneſs , ( The depths of 
War, as they ſpeak, Rewvel. 2: 24.) would loſe much of the 
pt, if he ſhould nor get ſome Confident, to whom ar onceto 
ml, and propagate his Proficiency. Thus facrilegiouſly is 
Wvenerablerelation of Friendſhip profaned, by being proſti- 
itedtothe vileſt and moſt deteſtable purpoſes ; and by this ac- 
led abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metamorphoſis, becomes only a 
ntederacy in fin, a Combination and league againſt what 
KY account the common Enemtes, God and Vertue. 
| 0d THESE are ſuch wretched perverfions of their power, 
= one would gueis it were ſome great and conſiderable 
Right of preſent Interef? , that ſhould thus byais and 
Port them, But whea that /is examin'd , *twill be 
Mun to lie wholly on the other ſide. The former Section 
gave 


| advantages. So that here again their own intereſt engages the 
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gave us occaſion to diſtern how tranſporting a delight it is, tc 
be the Inſtrument of any good to others. But as there isnc 

00d can bear proportion with that which is done to the Soul 
10 certainiy to bean Agentin that, mult far tranſcend theple, 
ſureofall other Benefactions. He that ſo diſpenſes his Bounty 
as to engage men to Vertue by it, is Indeed the magnificent Per: 
fon, outvies the moſt profuſe Donations of the greateſt Poten 
taces. They can give but fome little parcels of Earth, he give, 
Heaven, and like a mighty Monarch hath Kings todo hi 
homage. So he that by well ordering his Family, makeshi 
Servants to be Gods, does not only oblige the Common 
wealth, but 1sas it werea Patrioteven to Heaven it ſelf ; pro 
vides it with Ichabitants, and helps to ſecure it from thatem- 
ptineſs and depopulation , wherewith the general wickedne 
of men ſeems to threaten it. And then in relation to ſuch hi 
Servants , he is of all other Maſters the moſt bountiful anc 
obliging : they provide perhaps ſome petty Annuities, he piyc 
a tate of Inheritance, nay of Eternity. 

9. THIS is a vait Muniticence, yet that which thearrant 
eſt Worldling can have no temptation to grudge. A man may 
thus without a Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, nay 
acquire that very thing to himſelf , which he diſpenſes te 
others. So that here is no place for the uſuil {chough unjuſt 
Obje&tion of mpoveriſking oncs ſeif, which is that alone whicl 
often deads the reliſh , or diverts che attempt of other Liberal 
ties. And therefore this ſort which is reſcued from that ond 
poſſible allay , muſt certaialy yield the moſt vigorous andun 
mixr Fleafure: it being ſure, that Bounty has 1n it ſelf ſo muc 
of agreement with Humane Nature, as will inevitably produce 
Complacence and Delight , where it is not ſo interruptedot 
allayed. = 

io. I MIGHT here add ex abrmdanti, that there is like 
wiſe a Secular Profit attending it. For if Gentlemen had thei 
Dependents truly Conſcientious, they would be of very mucl 
more uſe to them. They might employ them ſecurely, ant 
need no.other Spies upon them but their own Conlcjence 
*Twould not then be, ſo many Servants ſo many Thievesanc 
Harpyes, but ſo many FaQors and Traffickers for the Maſter 


to this Care : though I confeſs tis to be wiſhed, that the oy 
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nore ingenuous Motive may be ſo prevalent, asto ſuperſede 
uſe ofthis; it being very unreaſonable that God ſhould need 
uxiliaries from Mammen. Yet as once the 1/raelites borrowed of 
 £eyptians,10 it may not be amiſs to make this Inferior con- 
{eration a ſtep to the other more Noble : that even they who 
kreyet no guſt of that more Heroick Pleaſure, may on the 1n- 
nition ofthis Worldly Advantage, endeavour to improve their 
luthority to the Spiritual good of all that belong to them. 

1. BUT from no part of this Performance may they reap 
b rich ſatisfation , as from that which is exerciſed towardsa 
md, For as their concernment is nearer in him, than in the 
hrmer more diſtant Relations,ſo the Pleaſure of doing good to 
jm, muſt proportionably encreaſe; as-that heat is moſt in- 
mſewhich is conveyed by the neareſt Refle&tion. He who {ſo 
hiYY caintains his Vital ſtation in the great Body, as to ſympathize 
inMMrichevery Me:nber of it , muſt yet neceſſarily have the molt a- 
veMureſcnſe of what befalls thoſe parts,towhich he is moſt imme- 
Wxely conjoyned. But there is no tricter Union upon Earth , 
tan that of a Virtuous Friendſhip; and then what can be more 
itifactory, than to preſerve or advance the Health of that, 
vioſe Maladies himſelfis ſure to feel, to improve and benefit 
hrperſon, who is thus become a part of him ? Perſons of qua- 
Ity love to deck and imbelliſh the place where they inhabit, 
diorto dwell in a Stie or Dungeon : but friends dwell in each 
Ker; and therefore cannot but be delighted in beautitying 
ndadorning thoſe Minds they have thus choſen tolivein, in 
Jrging tnem from 11] foulneſs and pollutions, and rendring 
hem apureand immaculate; nay, as ſplendid and illuftrious, 
#5pollible. Certainly, there iz nothing upon Earth more ra- 
litung, than a Friend/þip thus entertained. ?Tis ſome Antici- 
on of Heaven , where thoſe lines of love which ſtretch 
lemiclvesto every part of the Circumference, do all meetin 
od as their Centre. Tt is indeed that which ſurmounts the 
ſibility of an exact deſcri ption , and reſerves its full difco- 
kry tobe the prize of Experience. Let it be tried, and then I 
Wt not, bur he that hath made the Experiment will readily 


< the, pleaſure of thus employing this part alſo of his Au- 
WiHry, © 
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SE 1; MILL 
Of the Laſi Advantage, that of Reputation. | 


F, H E laſt Advantage is that of Repuzarion and 
Efteem : which is generally preſumed the dueo 
perfons of Quality, unleſs where ſome perſonal 

worthineſs hath cut off the Entail, and forfeited that right, 
And though theſ2 days have taught the Vulgar to defalk muchM* 
of that r2tpect which former Ages paid to Superiors of all ſorts; 
yet I cannot think the Leveling Princ:ple has fo univerſal!y dif. 
fuſed itſelf, as totally to raſe out all Impreſſions of Reverence 
towards them : ſo that there ſtil] remains ſomewhat of this Tx- 
lent for them to negotiate with. Ir will be their partfoto 
manage and diſpoſe it, as to bring in profit to their Lord, by 
making it alſo an Engine to draw men to picty and virtue. 

2. THIS they may ſometime do by Cemmſel; to the ſuc- 
ceſs whereof there is nothing more contributive than an 
eſteem of the Adviſer , moſt men being rather apt to conſider 
who ſpeaks, than what is ſpoken. And therefore perſons, whole 
Quality and Education have prepoſſeft them with an optnion 
of their Wiſdom, have a great advantage towards the m__ 
on them. And this it will befit tham to make diligent ule 
of, by ſeafonable advices and exhortations of thoſe whom 
thy thall diſcern thus prepared for the entertaining of them, 
to take all prudent occations to recommend Chriſtiax Praiice 
to them , and by pulling of thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe 
meaſures of the World have put upon Vice ang Virtue, fore- 
preſent them in their trueand native ſhapes, the one the object 
of horror and deteſtition , the other of love and deligit. G, 
*Tis the want of this diſcovery , that has given Impictſ iN! 
ſo free a range : it has dreft it ſelf up in a counterfeit. 
ſplendour, falſe Gems and Tinſzl-gaudery : andin this glit-W 
teriny appearance it marches on triumphantly, receives accla- he 
mations, yea, and Obeiſance too, nay commands not only. : 
the knees, (asevery proſperous Uſurper can do) but even the lp 
hearts of men. And will none have ſo much Charity, 10 much be 
Zcal for publick Concern, as to uncloak this Impoſtor Fo fo 
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fewthe dazled World what it 1s it thus bows to ? Perhaps this 
;lookt upon only as the buſineſs of Divines; but certainly 
rould Gentlemen alſo ſet to it, they were like to prove the 
pore proiperous undertakers. W hat comes only out ofthe 
ulpit , paſſes for zhe foali/Eneſs of Preaching, 1 Corint. 1:21. 
r for the diſcourſe; of thoſe whoſe Trade it isto inveigh 


ny giioſt fin. Al their Thr/?s being of courle, and expected, 
we teir JFards are as well known too; and wedaily fee Vice 


pprove it {elf an expert Fencer againſt them. But the en- 
exvours of theſe would not be liable to thoſe prejudices : a 
ach low from them would come (like rhe revolt of a Con- 
he fderate) with the advant2ge of a Surpriſe. And theres little 

"WY wubt, but by friendly and familiar Conferences they might 
nany times infinuate that into mens breaſts, which the more 
blemn 2nd Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters often 
ful of, 

1. BUT Counſel will beof little efficacy, it it be not ſe- 
onded by Example, They muſt therefore look their Lives be 
bh, as may ſhew they believe themſelves, whiiſt they go 
bout to perſwade others. Hethat ſhall with never fo preſflin 
rguments dchort a man from that Sin , which himſelfat the 
ext opportunity commits, will never be ſuppoſed to have 
ny real il! opinion of it, but rather ſo paſſionate a love, that 
ie 1s jealous any but himitit ſhould have its embraces. And 
hen ſurely this will be ſo far from averting , that it will excite 
lie appetite of the other to taſte of that which he ſees is thought 


nM: ,*. 
" p defirable as to be Monopelized. 

Gl + INDEED there is nothing by which they have ſo uni- 
o. W'ctfal an influence, as their Example. Things that are ſet in 


& ome high and cminent place, do naturaliy attract mens 
tyes to them , ſo that eminency of condition wherein 


ble. They are like the Cizy our Saviour ſpeaks of, ſet on an 
Wl, and aave by thar advant1gious fituation the mears 
"f making their light ſkine farther than other mens. Ard 
Iy lterefore it ovght to be their conſtant care , by the brigtt 

uſtre of their exact and exem olary. Converſations , to en- 
MI 'phten the whole ſphere whereia they move. Would Gentlc= 
4M” make this their united defign , what a happy Conftella- 
wh 2 of auſpicious Stars would they prove , by whoſe benizn 


Aſpect 


bntlemen are placed , renders th:ir actions more obſery:-. 
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8G THE GENTLEMANS CALLING 


Aﬀpe& the ſterility of Vulgar minds might be cured, and eve; | 
thoſe Clods be in{pirited and rendred capable of excellent pro 
ductions ? 

5. FOR whatcan be more perſwaſive to thoſe of thelowey 
Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to ſec it made theele&ion 0 
thoſe whom they ſuppoſe to have moſt judgement todiſcer 
Its value, and io fall not on it blindfold , and who havealfo a] 
the contrary pleaſures of Sia within their reach ; nay proſtratg 
at their feet, ſuing for entertainment, and ſo are not caſt on it 
by impotence? What a blur and infamy wouldit caſt upo 
Vice,ifit were once baniſhed out of Gerrile company?And hoy 
fair a ſtep would it be towards its excluſion out of all ? We ſee 
what a natural aſpiring the lower ſort have to approachto the 
condition of their Betters. And though that being now aimec 
only at their Pomps and Greatneſs, be no commendabletem 
per , yet ſure it were much in the power of thoſe emulated per 


ſonsto makeit ſo. For would they ſo order the matter, that 


their Vertue ſhould out-ſhine all their outward fplendors, that 
it ſhould become the character and diſtin&tivenote ofa Gentle 

»an,to beeminently good, this were a way to conſecrate eyes 
Ambition itſelf, by making it an engine not to rack and tor 

ture men, as common ambitions do, but to advance them toall 
vertuous induſtry. 

6. HE that deſired to ennoble his Family, would then be 
ginathis Mind, caft out thence all baſe and degenerous Incli 
nations, and make himſelt a Gentleman without help of Heral 
dry. Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety, and mak 
thoſe Emulaticns, whoſe firſt rife was meerly from earth,a lad 
der wherewith to ſcale Heaven. And how noble, how excel 
lent a charity is this, and yet of all others the cheapeſt, it have 
ing that Proverbial property of Charity , Ts begin at home! T 
being good, is primarily a kindneſs to themſelves,and to others 
only by way otreſult, and propagation, and eafie conſequence. 
How unchriſtian, unmanly, yea unskilful too will it then be,to 
deny this benefaction , which has that very argument ont 
fide, which is oppoſed to other kinds of Liberalities * That fe: 
of leſſening a mans ſelf, which in thoſe contracts and ſhutsP 
the bowels, is here in all reaion to enlarge and dilate them; for 


.1n this caſe men cannot deny, without their oven greateſt it- 


a pro 


Jury, and diminution. And ſure *twould juſtly pals for Fr 


Sz wIer nr oIn_ ” 


81 
N roth of malice and folly, for one ſo to avert the benefiting 
ſ ' | 
ther, as tO 1NCUT the greateſt damage to himſelf in avoid- 
p it, 

| | BUT alas, it is not only Charity either to others or 
W..lves, which exacts of them thus to promote Piety among 
en. They have brought themſelves under another more con=- 
ining obligation, I mean that of Fu/fice, particularly the ju- 
ceof Reſtitution : for 'tis too viſible they have been deeply ac- 
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Wilry to its decay, So far havethey been from adviſing and 
Wcitiog men to good , that I fear their perſwaſive faculties 
repenerally been employed to a quite diſtant purpoſe, There 


"W: {xy or none, that by their own pious endeavours do at all 


te the need of the Prieſts exhortations; but many that do 
cate theirefficacy , by decrying it as the greatelt folly, the 
pt unmanly ſubmiſſion , to yield them any confideration. 
for their own Couniels, they are too often in earneſt, what 
mons was by way of Irony , Eccleſ. 11: 9. Walk in the ways of 
we heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes, encouraging and ani- 
ting men to all Senſuality. And if they diſcern any begin 
ſtartle at the courſe, to entertain but a ſober thought of that | 
malend to which it leads ; he 1s to be laught out of that Hy- 
Mriack ft , taught to look upon tt asa ſpice of Phrenſie. 
& loud noiſe of roaring Mirth is reinforced to drown that 
or whiſper of Conſcience, and by the ſound as it were of 
pleTrumpets he is incited to turn to his courſe , as the horſe 
th into the battel, Fer. 8: 6. all arts ofencouragement uſed 
embolden him to run fearleſly on to Damnation. This is 
Ir own known Recipe ----- for all pangs and gripes of Soul. 
difitbe not ofevery days practice, *tisnot, that they have 
\ better method of Cure, but ſuch arts of prevention , ſuch 
Jt ſtupefaction and obduration , that the diſcaſe ſeldom 
W's among them. 
d. NOR do they omit to back and fortifie this with pro- 
lonable Examples : which God knowsare ſo many and fo 
4c10us, that like a diſmal Cloud they overſpread our whole 
1z0n, They who are by God deſigned as lights to illumi- 
tallabout them, have been the inſtrumentsot introducing 
lore than 77g yprian darkneſs, thereby exemplifying that 
Tm of our Saviours, Matth.6: 23. If rhe light that us inthee 
Wn, bow great ss that darkneſs ! | 
9. VHAT 


THE GENTLEMANS CALLING 


9, WHAT a deluge of Protaneneſs and Impiety atth 
day overflows this poor Nation , 1s too viſible not only byt 
direct, but the reflexed beams , thoſe fad judgements the 
have brought down upon it. And thovgh therebe roo man 
ſprings which feed this Ocean, yet there will ſcarce any 
found to have more liberally contribured, than the open an 
ſcand:lous viciouſneſs of the Genrry. They whoareplaced 
Stars in our Firmament, if they dart nothing but malignar 
Influences, what wondef is it, if an univerial Peſt enſue ? *T 
they that have brought Vice into countenance , made it t 
mode and faihion of the times , fo that People dread t 
ſingularity of being innocent , and a Man may with ! 
peril of ſcorn appear in the molt ſuperannuated dreſs, th 
own the Obſolete qualities of Meeknefs, Purity, Sobriety, © 
How great and fatal a ſnare this creditableneſs of fin has Prove 
I fear there are too many thouſands of entangled Sovls c 
witneſs. And on whom can they more properly charge th 
ruine, thin on thoſe who have advanced it to this repute 
the World Mens natural] pravity gives them propenfion mo 
than enough to 1!]; and therefore it hath been the buſineſs 
Laws both hymane and divine to put a bridle upon tho 
inclinations , by fear and ſhame. to rcitrain their inor 
nacy : but this converts the brisle into a {pur , - whi 
thole that ſhould diſcountenance Vice, thus animate ande 
CCUrape it. 

io. FOR what a Temptation is it to the vu'gar !07,7 t0 
exceſs of Riot, when tney ire their ſuperiors have deatent 
path before them, and are themfelyes jmmerſt in the mc 
brutiſh ſenſualities ? Which of them will endure to be ſob 
when Drunkenneis ſhv'l he accounted ſo dignifying a quit 
that it may make a Peaſant company for a Lord? Wi 
Gentlemen are Atheittical , Clowns will think themſch 
very modeftly wicked, ifthey be but prophane. And wh 
they hear their Betters diſcharge ſoud Volleys of Oaths, fl 
will ſoon find they zre as wel! qualified for that part of gre 
neſs asthe beft. Their Tonrues are as much their own, Pſal. 12: 
and will be giad that by ſuch an eatte imployment of them! | 
can be Gentlemen fo good cheap. *Twere as endleis 3s 
neceſſary to enumerate the ſeveral forts of infectic 
which, the ill examples of great Men have diffuſed. 
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50 obvious in the moral effe&s to need any other way of diſ- 
covery. And lam fure it ought to be matter of the ſaddeſt re- 
JF {ion to all who arc involved in that guilt;- it being a moſt 
lireful account which they will one day have to make, who 
hve been the Authors of fuch miſerable vaſtations , turned 
EM Communities of Men, of Chriſtians, into Herds of Beaſts, nay 
nto Legions of Devi's. 

1, EVERY {lin even of the privateſt obſcureſt perſon 
aries much of contempt and affront to the Divine Majeſty : 
hutorcat Mens, vices are of a yet more giantly frame, they pro- 
tim ſolemn War with Heaven, levy forces and draw in Mul- 
ttades of abettors and .confederates in their hoſtilities. And 
God knows this kind of Unevangelical wiolence the king- 
bm of Heaven daily ſuffers. Oh that the Chieftains and Lea- 
&rs of theſe unhappy troops , would at Jaſt think fit to 
vand a retreat ; that they would, in pity if not to them- 
ſelves, yet to their ſeduced followers , ceaſe thus deſperate-_ 
jto ruſh on upon the mouth of the Cannon , the Jaws of 
Hell ! And not only ſo, but that they would alſo endeavour 
þ bring them into ſome terms of accord with that omnipo- 
tnt Enemy they have provoked ; by their own penitent 
Wind reformed lives teach them the poſtures of humility and 
wWmiſſion , as they have formerly done that of defhtance. This 
ertainly is that to which common equity obliges them, re- 
ation of injuries being confeſſedly an indiſpenſable part 
{ juſtice. And certainly there can no injury exceed, nay 
qualthis of betraying Men to eternal ruine : and conſequent- 
F/ "othing leſs than the utmoſt induſtry to repair it can be any 
; W-mpetent expiation. God grant all thoſe , whoſe guilt 
wes them a peculiar title to this admonition , may own their 
ht to it by a particular and ſerious application , ſuch as may 
Wthe future engage them to the moſt zealous endeavour of 
forming not only themfelves, but others, for reſcuing their 
Putation from that fouleſt blot of being an agent for Satan, 
Erncing it to that higheſt dignity of being ſerviceable 
dbod. 
12, BUT there is little hope they will rightly conſider 
We, who are ſo utterly miſtaken in the natufe of true re- 

mon, A man of Honour is now: underſtood only to be 
ef that can art and maintain a Quarrel , that forevery the 
- : triflingeft 
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- out as the objects of ſcorn, to whom God gives {0 glorio 
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triflingeſt injury expeRts like Lamech, Ger.4.: 24. to be avenge 
ſeventy and ſeven fold : that deſpiles the Chriſtian precepts 0 
Meekneſs , Long-ſuffering , and Forgiveneſs, as rudiments 
of cowardiſe and unmanly puſillanimity, and has nooth 
meaſure of courage and pallantry , but by an utter oppoſi 
tion to all thoſe. And whileſt reputation is thus hung onl 
at the point of the ſword, 'tisa very fit inſtrument to deſtro 
bodies, bur ſure not to ſave Souls. We find daily manyoc 
caſions to complain of the Tyranny of Cuſtom and Opinion 
but ſcarce any where ſo much as in thoſe unjuſt andabſur 
Lawsthey haye impoſed in this matter : which werethey co 
fideringly weighed would ſurely evince them ſuch contemy 
tible Legiſlators, as would be enovgh to dethrone and depo 
them from that uſurped Empire they now maintain inth 
World. 

13. TO take only a ſhort and curſory view of them, 
ſhall in the firſt place find them to be horribly impious. F( 
what can be more ſo, than thus to tear off thoſe ſignatures( 
Honour, which God himſclf hath impreſt, and vilifiethe 
whom he hath dignified ? God hath pronounced that it ist 
diſcretion of a men that deferreth his anger , and it is bis glory top! 
over a tranſgreſſion , Prov. 19: 11, And apain , He that 
ſlow to anger is better than the mighty, and be that ruleth his pi 
than he that taketh a City, Prov. 16: 32. But this new notid 
of Honour proclaims the quite contrary : he paſſes for aPhlc 
matick fool, whoſe bloud boils not at the firſt glimpſe of 
Afﬀront ; and 'tis Gallantry to offer many Injuries, but ign 
minious Tameneſs to bear one. It has always been the 1n( 
ſputable prerogative of X:ngs to be the Foimrains of Honour; Wl 
an impious daring is it then to diveſt him of that privileq 
by whom Kings reign? To cancel his Patents, and mark thi 


teſtimony ? Yet thus is it daily done to the Men , whom! 
King of Kings Will honour ; theſe are all the Triumphs theſe Ml +1 
decais muſt expe ; an evidence how much worſethe)Y 
than Haman, that allot them. Certainly there cannot ba | 
at of greater defiance againſt the Divine Majeſty, than thus 
reverſe his Decrees. And upon this hoſtility and oy 
againſt Heaven it is, that all the private Quarrets, and _— 

en Earth are (as 0n their foundation) ſuperſtructed gol 


i. = 8 
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—iac a Ducliſt , his firſt Challenge muſt be directed againſt 


vengedl God himfelt. | 

pts off 14. NOR are theſe falſe meaſures of Honour more op- 
mentM yofiteto Religion, than Prudence. The ploſſes the Sword: men 
other] have put upon the one fundamental Law of Not bearing an In- 
ppoſl uy have introduced ſuch a multitude of ridiculous Pundti- 
> onlylY los, that the next age will be in danger of receiving the Fable 
eſtrof of Dov Quixo: for Authentick Hiſtory. And I ſee not with 
ny oc what juſtice this can laugh at them in him and his Squire San- 
inionfl ;}4, and yet think them ferious enough to govern Men in their 
blur noſt real and weighty concernments. It would indeed aſtoniſh 
y con ;ny ſober perſon to confider, what Chimeras they are, to 


temp 
depo 
inti 


which Men facrificeall that ought to be dear to them. How 
many Duels have been fought, how many Men kill'd, (when 
xeither of the Combatants were ſo implacable but thatthey 
could willingly have compounded the matter) only becauſe 


N i they thought point of Honour exacted it , and thedeclaring it 
. FAY yould be inglorious? Certainly the Galltes 1s a ſtate of per- 
ures e& liberty , compared with this bondage. And were the 
ethc Releaſe from thoſe neceſlarily to infer a ſfubjection to this, 
t 15 were thoſe Slaves obli ged thus to become Gentlemen, 1 ſhould 
y 1074 ceiſe my wonder why fo many of them have deſpiſed a manu- 
that miſion, For thus to have a Mans Eſtate, his Life , yea Soul 
is ſp too, at the mercy of Popular breath , ( not only to be loſt, 
not! but loft by his own act ) 1sa {lavery beyond all that the moſt 
Phle abject creature ever groan'd under. And yet ſo prodigiouſly 


abſurd is the World , as to cut this out for the Benjamins portions 
make1t the eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gentlemen. They 


are ſet upon a Theatre, and as the Glaaiarers of old muſt kill 
one another, only to entertain Spectators. And who would 
not think Bed/am the only Seminary to breed Men up for ſuch 
aTrade? Yet ſo univerſal is this Lunacy, that one may ſuſpect 
the Inſtitution of that Hoſpital is perverted , that that incloſes 
only the Sober perſons, whileſt the Frantick run looſe about 
tie World. | | 
'15. BUT perhaps the more Malicious DaeNers will think | 
themſelves exempt from this number , becauſe *tis theis | 
omn fatisfaction which they deſign in it : their Enemies 
loud will make ſo delicious a Draught for their Revenge, 
lat they gaſp after it, and think it a pleaſure well worthy 
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86 THE GENTLEMANS CALLING, 
their purſuit. But ſure theſe differ from the former, not a; 
Wiſe men from Fools, but asa worſe Natured Fool from a ber. 
ter. He that would juſtifie the rationalneſs of any Adventure, 
mult prove the Prize at leaſt to equal the worth of that he hz. 
Zards for it. But who that conſiders he has a Soul, can ſe. 
riouſly ſet it at fo contemptible a rate? Or what Man in his 
wits, that believes a Hell , will ſay the pleaſure of a Revenge 
can countervail thoſe pains? Nay indeed, none can with any 

retence put 1t in balance with the meer loſs of Life. For ke 
that is kilPd (as every Man inay be that fights)can have no ſenſe 
of that pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable of the compenſa- 
tion, if that were able to make it. Nay,I ſhall deſcend yet lower, 
and with ſome confidence affirm that the uneafie conſequences 
even of the victory do quite overwhelm the ſatisfaction. For 


this 1 dare refer my ſeif to any of thoſe who have h2d the un- 


happy Triumph ofa Mardercr, and doubt not that ifthey will 
{ſpeak their experiences, they will tell us that the cry of their 
Adveriaries bloud in their Conſcience, did utterly extinguiſh 
the r:liſh of it in their Fancy. Or if they were perſons that 
were hardened againſt all ſenſe ot Divine vengeance , yet the 
fear of Humane was abundantly enough to delcat them of that 
pleaſure they expected : ſo impoſlible 1s1t to gather Grapes 
theſe horns, to reap any conter.tment from ſo unchriſtian an 
attempt. Their Revenge is not compleated without Bloud: 
and if they have it, it proves a Torrent to carry away that ima- 
ginary Delight they projected from it. And then wnat colour 
of reaſon can ary Man bring why he ſhould thus ſel] {is ſoul fir 
20nght, and become a P/atonick to Damnation ? 

19. BUT Revenge has two ill mat. ht qualities, Blindneſs 
and Imperuolity ; and ſoall its darts, though they carry force 


and vencme enough to deſtroy all about them, yet by being 


ill 2imed revert mortally on the breaſt whence they were 


ſhot. Certainly there is not in the World a more prodigious 
Infatuation, than that' which rules in this affair. Whatcan 


be more {:nceleſs, than for me, when a Man has done mea 
Injury , to think to wipe off that by expoſing my ſelt to 
more? When he hsgiven metheT.ye, to invite him to give 
me the Stab roo? Did ever any Man attempt to make up1 
breach by wi-lening it? To cC!oſe his wound by tearing it fur- 
ther ? The Phyflicians indecd talk ofa method of _—_ _ 
ca 
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niſcaſes by Majoration : but ſure Injuries are not in the number 
f thoſe maladies, not capable of thit way of remedy. The 
et- nearer may , *tis pollible, overwhelm , but not cure the leſs, 
© Ms the more moderate. Pains become inſenſible by the ſuper- 
ha- reniency of the moreacute. Yet Ipreſume none will applaud 
{e. ischoice, that ſhould call forthe Rack to drown the pain of a 
Cut finger , which yet is no kyperbolical Emblem ofthis ſort 
of Revenge. | 
"Y 17. BUT beſidesall this, our modern Galantry is treacher- 
wusto itſelf, confutes its own pretenſion , and whileſt it vain- 
aſſumes the Monopoly of Courage , is indeed the meaneſt 
(owardiſe in the World. That by which we uſe to difcrimis 
ute baſe fear from juſt caution, ts the formidableneſs of the 
+ Wojct feared. No Man is reproached for not ſtanding the 
nundation of the Sea ; but to quake at ſtepping over a Gutter, 
yould be a ridiculous timorouſneſs. *Twould be neither 
yonder nor ſhame to run fromthe purſuit ofa Lion ; but to 
i Wh" chaſed by a barking Whelp, is the property of an Hare, 
wt of a Man, And according to this meaſure , what 
metched Cowards are our greateſt HeFors ? For what can be 
ore contemptible than thoſe unjuſt Scorns of Man they ſo 
t:mble at ? Which if they were ſure to be univerſal , yet 
Flat real ill can they do a Man, who does not by hisown 
kncy lend them an edge wherewith to wound him ? But 
tithe can this be the caſe , till all both Chriſtianity and 
Mriety be quite worn out ofthe World. For to a Chriſtian, 
s certain the irrcligion of fighting a Duc! would be the 
not infamous thing , and even to a ſober Heathen the folly. 
of twould be ſo too : ſo that he can be in no danger of cither 
re cir Reproaches, for decliningit. And when theſe are 
alide, who is there whoſe cenſure can beat all conſiderable ? 


4 [this ſo pitiful deſpicablea thing is it , which ſo terrifies 
uM. mazes them. And-how ſhall we define Cowardiſe , if 
al lls be not it 2 


8. AND as ithas thenature, ſo has itthe Fate of it too, 
Vich uſually is by fleeing an imaginary danger, to fall into 4 


Wt) 8 

give br Men hght, that they may not be thought Cowards ; 
up J fighting they do not only become indeed fo, but alſo. 
for > themſelves. upon other far more formidable miſchicfs, 
9 i tom a Scarcrow into a Precipice. Andnow whata Riddle 
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is this thing they call GaYantry, which ſo ftartles at the weakel 
noile, yet ſtands undauntedly the ſtroke of a Thunderbolt? 
They ho ſo dread the reproach of vain impotent Man, do yet 
confidently encounter the anger of the omnipotent God; and 
if Valour and Fool-hardinefs were not very diſtant things, 
would confute my whole argument by making it evident, 
that they dare bedamned. Thus by a ſtrange kind of invert. 
ed operation their Fear makes them bold : would God that 
Antiperiſtaſis might go on to work, till that Boldneſs have 
again brought them to a fear, I mean that penitential Fear, 
proper to thoſe who thus deliberately provoke the Divine 
Majeſty. 

19. AND that very Deliberation is a circumſtance of fo 
great an enhanſement , as unmeaſurably heightens the fin, 
Sudden aCts may be capable of ſome alleviation: by the ſurpriſe 
they make ona Mans fpirit : but contrived and premeditated 
Crimes can have no milder appearance than of obſtinate Re- 


| 
bellion. And this aggravation can ſcarce ever be wanting tofff, 
a_Due/; many hours, if not days intervening between the 
Defignment and the Execution. And in that interyal 'tis not 
poſſible for all the Opiate Receits in Satans Diſpenſatory tofi 
keep the Conſcience ſodrowfie, that it ſhall not ſtartle, but: 
it will undoubtedly repreſent to a Man the horrour of that ha « 
is going about : which is no leſs than the engaging himlſclol | 
in a double Murder, his own, and his Adverfaries. Forthdiff : 
wilful hazard of both faſtens on him the guilt, though bot 
haypen to ſurvive the Combate. But if it be his own fatetofif t 
fall (as he has much reaſon to expe&, who thus puts him a 
ſelf out of Gods protection , nay dares his vengeance ſ 
what poſſible hope can remain for him , who thus dies in thag t: 
very a& ofthe preateſt ſin ? Weare generally apt to think bull 1 
uncomfortably of thoſe who make away themſelves : bu | 
certainly many of thoſe deſerve to be Canonized, in com ti 
pariſon with a Man that dies in Del ; the Principle of tha 0 
being often an exceſſive Fear of God , which ſures leſs cul t! 
pable , than a prophane contempt of him. Beſides the tem tt 
ptation in that caſe is uſually more violent and impetuous3 1 4 
being (if not begot, yet) cheriſht and fomented by Melan : 


choly, the moſt untractable and obſtinate of all humour 
whereas the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary to = 
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he original of Quarrels being frequently from too free a Jol- 
iry. And laſtly , that, of how heinousa kind ſoever, is yet - 
wt 2 fingle fin, whereas this, as I ſaid before, involvesa . 
mofold guilt. And of how crimſon a colour muſt that 
ul appear before Gods Tribunal that is thus double-dyed in 
loud ! 

:0o, AND now who can chuſe but cry out in the Prophet 
Fſais ſtile, Hear O Heavens , and hearken O Earth ! What ſtrain 
of wonder and amazement can bear proportion with the 
deſperate madneſs of Men , that can thus knowingly and 
confideringly ruſh themſelves upon ſuch unſpeakable miſ(- 
ſhiefs ? Eſpecially fince here they want even that miſerable 
Reſerve, which ſerves to embolden them to other fins, wiz. 
the hope ofa future repentance. For thoſe that. make but the 
ſlighteſt meaſures of that , can ſcarce fancy any opportunities 
of it in this caſe :: ſince to him that dies, there ſeldom re- 
mains any ſpace of interval between his fin and his death, no- 
tine for thoſe clouds to gather , thoſe penitential ſhowrs to: 
teſcend , which ſhould waſh away his bloud-guiltineſs; 
or if there did, yet what expectation is there he ſhould im- 
ply it to any. effe&t ? Such preſumptuous conſiderate fins: 
mturally work an obduration in the heart; which nothing but- 
aqextraordinary grace can remove ; and after ſuch an high and 
dxring provocation, 'tis very reaſonable to expect God ſhould' 
withdraw even the loweſt degrees , but ſure not that he ſhould: 
add higher. 
21, 7 HESE Conſiderations: are all of them fo obvieus,. | 
tat they naturally ſuggeſt themſelves. And certainly they * || 
ae ſo weighty and prefling , that 'tis a Prodigy to ſee they 
ſhould be ſo univerſally ineffeftual : which can proceed from. 
nothing but the want of cloſe and ſerious application. Would 
Men dare but to meet ſingle with their own ſober thoughts ,. 
twould certainly ſuperſede all other Duels. There remains 
therefore nothing for me to add , but to invite them to this 
one Encounter, to beſeech them to grapple a while but with 
the force of Reaſon, a Combate of all others the ſecureſt, where 
to be ſubdued is more glorious than to conquer in any other : 
and when it has deſpoiled them of that falſe courage, which 
Qpoſesthem to ſuch diſmal ruines, to permit it to re-inſpirit || 
them with a true one, ſuch as may give { pa daring enough to || 
E 4 ſtand || 
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ſtand up againſt this ſo more than Barbarous a cuſtom ; to 
endeavour to baniſh it out of Chrifendem, and ſo take off that 
Reproach which our profeſſion lies under from ſo impiousa 
practice, which having no other Tenure but Preſcription, 
there needs nothing but Deſuetude to deſtroy it. Let every 
Man for his own part ſtrictly abſtain from it, and avow the 
doing ſo, and then by ceafing to be a Faſhien, it will ceaſe tobe 
at all. 

22. BUT the miſery of it is, no Man will aflumeto be 
deager 1n this ſo noble an Enterpriſe, to begin this ſo neceſſary 
a Reformation : which though it have ſo much more of com- 
Pliance even to carnal Intereſts, than its contrary, that I doubt 


not many wiſh it were univerſal ; yet till it beſo, they think 


*tw1ll be uncreditable to any particular perſon. But werethat 
the certain event of it, *tis ſure that reproach ought to be de- 
ſpiſed, when it comes in competition with Duty. In this 
caſe the reſolution of David (as great a Sword-man as any of 
them ) is moſt proper ; 1 will yet be more vile than thus, 2 Sam. 

6: 22. And certainly a Man cannot paſs a more glorious 
Martyrdom, than to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch an account. I 
am ſure 'tisa real ſhame to ſee thatMen can offer violence toall 
their deareſt complicated Intereſts, ro comply with that un- 
chriſtian cuſtom , yet cannot croſs a lingle imaginary one, to 
ſuppreſs it. : 

23. NAY thetruthis, they create PunRilios 1n this caſe, 
by which themſelves will not be govern'd in any other. Ina 
common Fire does any Man ſuſpend his own endeavours, till 
he ſee the whole Town running to quench the flame? Orit- 
one of theſe popular perſons had been of the Phzlifines compa- 
ny , when the houſe bezanto fall, Fud. 16: 30. would he haveſo 
dreaded the fingularicy of a ſolitary eſcape , as not to haveat- 
tempted it, till ſhoalsof oihers had led the way ? We have had 


4 ſome experience,under what prejudice a preblick AF falls, that 1s 


} | by its makers precluded from being a precedent. And ſurethele 
|} Men do tacitely (yet very intelligibly) accuſe the unreaſ onable- 
| neſs of this fear , whileſt they confine it to this ſingle inſtance. 


And methinks 'twere but juſt, they ſhould be required tobe 
conſentaneous to themſelves , and act in other things by the 


j | . fame meaſures; which would prove ſo ſharp a penance as were 


111}. more likely to reduce them to ſobricty, than all the force of 
44 Argument, | 


24. BUT 
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vs 14. BUT beſides this ſevere Remeoy, there is fure an Anti- 

i: Mi againſt this Malady, a way to ſeparate the Duty from the 

\ Wcontempt which their fancies have ſo cloſely annext to it: 
3 


_ that is by making taeir lives ſo uniformly Chriſtian , that 
/ jt may be evident, 'tis Conſcience, not Fear that works with 
@ Witten. Without this] know indeed no ſecurity from reproach. 

For to ſeea Man, whotramples upon all other commands of 
» WY 6od, catch up this, as a Buckler againſt a Challenger, who 
4 Hci be fo blindly charitable, as to tmpute this to any thin 
7 mt Cowardiſe? But when the whole tract ofa Mans Life is 
one continued courſe of Obedience, no Man will expect he 
j © ſhould violate that upon this occahhon. To this may beadded 
MY: chearful and free expoſing himſelf to all warrantable dan- 
res, When any publick occaſion of hazard isoffered : if he 
then ſhew himſelf daring, *twill be apparent, that *tis not 
f {ite fear of Death , but Sin, which locks up his Sword from 
mivate Duels, Or when there is no opportunity of this 
ative valour , let him approve his paſſive by a contented , nay 
1 Mjyful ſubmiſſion to any ſuffering , that attends the diſcharge 
of a good Conſcience: and of this there is little fear ( in theſe 
lays eſpecially ) to want occaſions. He that does this, will 
deinno danger to be defamed for declining Duels : but on the 
contrary ſuch an equable piety will extort reverencefrom all ; 
there, being ſuch a venerable amability in it, thatthe moſt 
_—_ do even apainft their wills bear it ſome inward 
reſpect. : 

25, LET not Men therefore pretend the Fear of Reproach, 
$anexcuſe, ſince here is ſo ready a Salvo for that objeEtion : 
but let them by an aſſiduous practice of all other Chriſtian 
Virtues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and qualifie them» 
ſelves for the propagating it to others. And Oh, that we could 
once ſee all other quirrels amongſt G-17/-24e7: converted into 
this one holy contention, who ſhoul3 be forwardelt ia this 
Heroict: Attempt, "Ti; the falſe notict, of Honour, that is 
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their utmoſt malice on this their fo grand Enemy. Letithe 
remembred how long it hath befooled and cheated the World, 
and be expoſcd to all the ſhames and deteſtation of a diſcover. 
ed Impoſtor. Nay, let it be brought to aſolemn Arraign. 
ment, thoſe innumerable Murders, of which it has been guil. 


ty,charged on it,and proſecuted to death, ſo utterly extinguiſh. 


ed,that it may never again appear in the World, whilſt all good 
men applaud thejuſtice, and ſay , So ler all thine enemies periſh, 
O Lerd. 

26. HAVI NG thus reflefted on the common Abuſeso 
Reputation, all that remains 1s to conſider how injurious men 
are to themſelves in their 11] managery of this Talent, which 
might be imp-oved not only to their final account , buteyen 
their preſent pleifure. For fi:lt, he that by feaſunable advice 
reſcues any man from a courſe of fin, will infallibly feel foun- 
utterable a complacency in having done ſo , that he wiil find 
he was kind to himſelf, as well as the other , and will haveno 
temptation to think himſelf unprofitably imployed , thovg| 
that were to be his only Reward. This bringing linners tore- 
pentance is fo noble, fo tempting a delign , that it drew even 
God himfelt from Heaven to profecute it; and that not by 
cheapand ealte means , but by all thoſe Sufferings, which hu 
mane Nature moſt trembles at: yet ſuch was he joy of Man 
Salvation; which was ſet before him, as enabled him tot 
the Croſs , and deſpiſe the ſk ame, Heb. 12; 2. How rich a bargai 
will it then be to a man to partake with him in that joy, tt 
ſhare with him in that prize, upon ſo much eafier terms , ti 
pay but a little breath for that which exhauſted his bloud , anc 
to become (in a lower inferiour ſence ) a Saviour without 
Croſs 2 

27. IN like manner he that by a ſtrict andexcmplary con 
verlation ſets himſelf up a /and mark to direct men in thistur 
bulent and dangerous Sea , his light , *tis true , goes fortht 
others , but the warmth and cheriſhing heat of It remalts 
within his own breaſt. What chearful, what exulrting rc 
flexions may he make upon himſelf , that can make good 
S. Pals proteſtation. AZZ 20: 26. that be is pure fiom the blo 
of all m1? That he hath notby any ſcandalous Examplect 
ſnared any ſoul; but on the contrary hath by poſitive illuſtrio 
as of Vertue endeavoured ſo to adorn his Chriſtian I'v 
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fffion , as to draw In Proſelytes not to the Name, but the obe- 
dience of Chriſt? That hath made it his buſineſs to ſtand in. 
the Gap , not only by his interceſſions with God againſt the 
Plagues, but by his endeavours with men againſt the fins of the 
Nation , and by a ſteady oppoſing him(elt againſt the inunda- 
tion of profaneneſs andlicentioufneſs, hath invited others to 
give ſome ſtop to thoſe impure torrents? It has always been. 
zccounted ſo glorious a thing to redeem ones Country from. 
ſlavery, that men have thought their greateſt hazards amply- 
paid with the Title ofa Patriot. But there is no vaſlallage {o- 
noble, no ſervitude ſo miſerable, as that of Vice, and conſe- || 
quently no attempt ſo worthy , ſo1ngenous, ſo ſatisfactory to || 
the undertaker, as to break that yoke. He that aſpires to no+ || 
more than a private Innocence, is only on the defenlive part, 
ftands upon his guard againſt Satan: But he that aims at this- 
fort of publick Reformations , maintains an invaſive War- 
zpainſt him, and ſo more ſhakes his kingdom. Thereducing; || 
of any ſinner is the difpoſſeſſing him of fo much of his uſurpt- 
territory , and weakens his Empire in the World. This 1s 1n- | 
deed the true Prblick Spirit : which though many have pre- | 
tended to, from whom we diſcern nothing of theſe effects ;: || 
yet thoſe very pretenſions bear witneſs to the excellency of | 
the thing , and ought to animate men to be indeed, what fo» |} 
' many have coveted to be thought. | 
28. I SUPPOSE Incednotgo onto the other inſtance :: | 
erery mans ſenſe, without conſulting either his Reaſon or Re- || 
ligion, will be able to pronounce that 'tis better to be in Peace-/} 
than Hoſtility, to have a whole than a wounded body, to keep» | 
ſecurely his own ſtation, than to be hunted like a Patridge on the © 
mountains by the avenger of Blaud, The greater is the Miracle, 
that men who in all ether inſtances devote themſelves wholly-/; 
totheir ſenſuality, ſhould here only abjure it ; that when body "| 
2ad foul come in competition, live as if they had no ſoul, yet} 
upon this occation can dare, as if they had no bodies. Ohthat?} 
men ſhou]d be ſuch ill husbands of their ſ»fferings,and thus en--} 
lance Satans markets ! Alas, Hel is a Purchale will never be:| 
taken out of theirhands; how many Chapmen ſoeyer:thc y {ee-| 
avout it, they may ſecure their Eſtare there firm eno 'gb by || 
thoſe fins they have more guſt of: why ſhould they be thi:smad- | 
ly pr odigal to out-bid the common rate ! Muſt Gentlemen buyy| 
EL -  * Dam | 
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[IE 310; Damnation, as they uſually do Wares, dearer than other men? 
W7'} How is Perdition become ſo amiable, that like Rachel, a double 
IT fervirade is judged light for it; whileſt Heaven in the mean 
' time, like Leah, is ſo much d/piſea,that *ris thought an injury to 
| Rave that obtruded on them , though upon the eaſieſt terms? 
' Certainly they are ſtrange transforming Opticks which theſe 
' men makeuſeof. Would God they couid be but perſwadedif 
$5. notto break, yet at leaft for a while to lay by thoſe falſe Glaſſes, 
1 and behold things in their genuine and proper ſhapes: and then 
[| I doubt not they will diſcern that Honour to be intamy, which 
' ſets men at defiance with God ; and that Reputation then alone 
| becomeseſtimable, when likea River it pays its Tribute to the 
| Ocean, promotes his Glory , at whoſe feet Kings (without di- 
11/4 minution) caſt both themiclyes and Crowns. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


W E have now according to onr propeſed Method, ſurvyed 


diſtinfHy thoſe ſeveral Advantages which Gentlemen 
enjoy > and may ſurely give the ſame teſtimony which 
lb ard Joſhua did of Canaan , Numb. 14. The Land which 
paſſed thorow to ſearch it, is an exceeding good Land. 
a rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are planted, ſuch as 
ha natural aptitude and vigonr to produce the moſt excellent Fruits. 
Paradiſe it ſelf required dreſſing , and there/ore we find Adam 
ul that work aſſigned him in his Innocence. And ſurely theſe bes 
In: may well ſubmit to the ſame Task : by the feithful diſcharge 
tereaf they may make ſome approaches towards that his priſtine 
are, 
2. 1T need not be again mculcated, that all theſe their Receits 
their ſpecial and particular ends in Gods aſſignment. *Twill be 
uſeful to remember them , bow nearly they are concern'd nat to 
rvert the Counſel of God againſt themſelves, by negleFing to give 
their due expeFed improvements. For though be be a moſt libe- 
ul, yet is he not a negligent Maſter , but keeps an exa& and puntual 
mnt of whatever he thus delivers out , and will not fail ſeverely 
avenge the embezeling of his Goods. Indeed ſuch an abuſe has ſo 
tal an Efficacy , that it quite changes their Nature , converts them 
mvle/Jings to the heavieſt Curſes : Would God too many men bad 
thus exemplified their own deſtrafive power , and by a kind of 
lt-creatton 670g ht Darkneſs out of Light. 
\. BUT *tis pity they ſbould be permitted te ſleep in that Dark- 
', wah themſelves have made. And therefore i, this little Tract 
alfallinto any ſuch hands , it muſt avow ts come upon that uncivil, 
friendly Errand, to diſturb their reſt, to awake them to ſome 
nideration , and as Phili ps Monitor was to remember him , 
at he was but a M:n , ſo to put them in mind, that in the miaſ# 
their freef ejoyments they are ſtill but Stewards, and know not 
ron therr Lord may ſummom them to their Accounts. And with 
"at con/ uſtoia Gn onſterna:im muſe they appear at the great Aucit, 
"ave ſon, aitiofally managed ther t: rift © "Tis there ore now 10 
i Hime tg aatly » 4b by an al[ſi-inuus care and 11g 2nce to endea- 
9 . "=" _ 
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96 THE GENTLEMANS CALLING, 
wvorr to redeem their paſt ill-husbandry , left they run the Fate of thy 
Evil Servant mentioned, Matth. 24. be ſurpriſed in the miaſt of 
their Inordinacies , and have their portion aſſigned them in weeyiny 
and gnaſhing of teeth. . 

4. AND new what Objefiion can they poſſibly make azainf 
this ſo neceſſary a Caution , Which is Rnvded, upon ſuch Motrves, u 
Should methinks inſallibly prevail upon all ſorts of tempers? If th 
bave any ſenſe of Fear , here ave thoſe terrors of the Lord, Whichare 
amazing enongh to ſet even a Belſhazzar (though with the Cud a 
his Month , his Concubines by his fide) a trembling. Certainly be 
muſt not be only frozen but petrified in deſperate impiety , whom ve 
a glimpſe of thoſe eternal flames will not be able to diſſolve. 

F. BiJT if Fear (thorug of Goa!) be too deg2nerous a Paſſim ſar i 
Gentleman 79 own, this advice can upon as good grounts addr 
it ſelf their Hope : there is a5 well the Joy of the Lord for th 
Faithful, 2s rhe outer Darkneſs fer the unprofitable Servant 
For though God have Right of abſolute Dominion , and might exail 
obedience on his bare command; yet he us more pleaſed to ſhew hi 


Wm, wc *w Ss 8 | om Wa on RL SEE 


men by the more gentle and inviting methods of Promiſes andReward 
Nay indeed the enl of his Commands is only to make 15 capable Sul 


/ 
felf a Ben'fafor than a Lord , and there{ore deſcends to treat with 
Fi 
Jef of thoſe Eternal Felicities he defires to beſtow. And this ſur . 

j 


1 enough to excite men to a diligent negotiating with thoſe Talent 
they have received, fince it is indeed themſelves they are train 


for. The flock it is true is Gods , but allthe increaſe of it will by hi ; 


bounty certainly devolue onthem. And therefore as Naamans St 
vants thought the cure he was in a purſuit of , deſerved a ſubmſulll 
#0 the ſevereſ? Preſcriptions, It the Prophet had bid thee do ſong}, 
great thing, wouldſt thou not have done it? 2 Xgs 5: 4 , 
So ſurely we may conclude thoſe endl:[5 Foys propoſed by Goa, nag, 
cheaply earned even by the moſt exauſting Labeurs, the moſt viguullll » 


" Tasks. , 


6. BUT ſich is the tenderneſs and Taudulz-1:e of our gracitl . 
Maſter , ſo earneſt his deſire of bis diſpenſing tis Rewards, that 
awill not truſt mens ſioth and folly with ſuch a pretence of dejeatn fo 
themſelves; and therefore hath annexed no ſuch Condition. We hat 4 


feen, throngh all the ſeveral parts of Duty , which conſeutute 18 1 


Gentlemans Calling, that they are of a quite diſtant jreme » ll 
Toils but Rejreſkments , not Tokes but Crowns, ſuch as differ oi Y 
. . . 7. 

in ſize from thoſe Celeſtial ones to. which they tend; 70 that "ll 
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IX. The Conclufion. 97 


fait even to the greateſ? Voluptuary. And who that obſerves how many 

ſub there be, Would expe this Fruit of Paradiſe ſhould ſtill hang 

untouched ? Yet ſuch a prepoſterons Temperance have they put on, 

that they are proof againſt all theſe allurements. Good God! what 

ntradiftions ave men made up of! 1t is the buſineſs of their lives to” 
purſue pleaſures , and yet when thoſe of the moſ? refined and exquiſite 
fort would run into their embraces, they grow coy , and cannot be 

wurted to receive them. We daily ſee the Devil hath his Martyrs 
it eras he hath bis Aſceticks too. And ſo witty is the World grown 

mcoeating ſins , that they have found ont a fin of ſelf denial. World 
Gid theſe abſurd Mortifiers might be perſwaned to remit ſomewhat 
1 their ſeverity. The meſt rigid Orgers in Rehgien have ſtill in- 
tured ſome relaxation , ſome times of Feſtivity : why JſFould Satans 
Vataries be {9 much more Zealous than Gods, as to make their abſti= 
nences ſo perpetual ? | 

\ 1. IT ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that Maſter they ſerve, but 
ſeit does is Policy alſo. He well knows that if theſe Divine Lights 
ſlauld but inſinuate themfeltves , they would ſoon undermine his whole- 
Fumdation : fo raviſhing and attra#ve are they, that nothing but 

aperfet? Ignorance of them can be Amulet ſufficient againſt their 
Charms. And therefore it 1s his neceſſary concern to keep men from 

ver taſting of them , the leaſt reliſh whereof would be ſure to make 
them deſpiſe all bes adulterated Delicacies. So we ſee he can give ſome 

rational account of his part of the matter. But what canmen ſay for 
themſelves, who play his Game far him , even when their own Souls 
are at the flake, that at once renounce that Eternal intereſt, and- 
Preſent pleafure * This is indeed in Davids Phraſe , 2 Sam. 3: 33. 

to die as a Fool dieth. Their bands are not bound , nor their feet 
put into fetters ; no extrinſick hindrance lies on them, why they may 

wt ſtretch forth their Hand to ;þ4Tree of Life,and eat and live 

batpily here, and gloriouſly for ever. And yet like Solomons 

jzzard they hide their hands in their boſom , and will not ſo 
Much as bring them to their mouths, Prov. 19: 24. 

d. THIS tis ſo ſtupid a Folly, as none that pretends to common 
ſmnſe, would in any worldly concernment be guilty of. Wall any man 
renounce a rich unchargeable Reverſion , when he 1s not only wooed, 
but bribed by a conſiderable Sum in hand not to diſclaimit ? I fear- 
there are fey ſo mortified to Wealth, as zo ds it upon the ſtore of 
-drial; and ſure no man would be thought in his wits , that 
ud doit upon any other, Far what jealoufies ſoever he had enter- 

| tained: 
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98 THE GENTLEMANS CALLING, 
Zained of the Security , or value of that future Eſtate, yet the preſent | 
viſible profit would d:ſerve his con/ideration. There is but one iy. 
eumſtan:e imaginable , that could reaſonably avert him, andthat is 
7he ſuſpicion of Deceit , that the Coin which is offered bim is fall 
and azuiterate. And that I may not be uner a neceſſity of pronouncing 
Jo many menmad, 1 ſhall ſuppoſe it not unlikoly that this ſeruple may 
oceur to them inthe preſent Caſe. They have ſo long brought all thei 
Bullion ts Satans Mint , ſuffered hin to lamp their Pleaſures, that 
one Will now paſs for current with them , which has not his Impreſs: 
and upon this account 'tis too probadle they may diftruſt the validuty 
of the preſent Payment , disbelieve the pleaſantneſs of thoſe Duties 
T have here recommended to their Enjoyment , as well as Praftice, 
Nor ſhall 1 deſire to impoſe on their belief , but ſhall very willingh 
wave their Faith, and appeal to their Senſe. But then they muſt 
remember , that that is umcapable of judging by any ather means but 
Experience : and therefore if all that has been adareſft to their 
Reaſon be ineffetual, that remains as the laſt reſerve for their cm- 
wincement. Let every one of them ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly ſet to 
zhe Practice, {an1 allow only for ſo much of difficulty , as naturally 
attends the interrupting a contrary Cn/tom) and then let himif bu 
can, denbt of the Pleaſure. Let him allow himſelf but this one Me- 
dium to infer it, and 1 ſhall defie his diſſent to the Concluſion. 
Let him ſow with me this handful of Seed in the Tears of zrue Con- 
erition for remembring his Duty and intereſt ſo late, and I ſhall ref 
confident he will reap in joy in this World, and carry the news ef it 
zo another , even thither alſo bring his ſheaves with him, abun- 
dance of Fruit to his account , be bleſ? here, and crown'd eter- 
zally. 
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A Confeſſion. 


0) BLESSED Lord, Ithy wretched Creature , thy 


not only unprofitable and ſlothful, but wicked Ser- 
vant, do here proſtrate my ſelfat thy Feet, humbly 
knowledging that I have moſt perverſly and moſt treacher- 
aſly miſ-imployed thoſe many precious Talents wherewith 
to haſt in truſted me. I have, O Lord, unworthily abuſed 
toſecommon Mercies whichthou haſt afforded me as a Man , 
nd Chriſtian , my whole life having been a continued reſt- 
anceto the Dictates both of Reaſon and Religion. But I 
ure yet farther perverted thoſe more ſpecial Liberalities of 
hine, whereby thou haſt afſayed to vanquiſh and melt an un- 
mteful heart. My Knowledge hath had no influence on my 
Choices, but I have obſtinately purſued thoſe ways, which I 
new led to the Chambers of Death , and by advancing my 
fins from Tonorances to Preſumptions, hath ſerved only to 
xader me liable to the greater number of ſtripes.” That Wealth 
phereby 1 ſhould have glorified Thee , and ſuccoured my 
ſrethren , I have converted into fuel to maintain and accend 
ny Covetouſneſs, Pride and Luxury, ſo levying Waragainſt 
The with thine own Treaſure. Thus unfaithful, O Lord, 
lvel been in the unrighteovs Mammon ; and who then ſhall 
ommitto my truſt the true Riches? I have waſted that Time 
thou haſt given me, to work out my own Salvation, vainly: 
and impertinently , nay often ſo viciouſly and impiouſly , 


[nteſt of my guilts, the greater portion of my Days having 
cen devoted either to the purſuit or enjoyment of my brutiſh 


biulfilthe Luſts thereof; and of thoſe many Days and Years 
thou haſt afforded me, how few minutes are thereof which 
lean giveany tolerable account to Thee, or my own Soul? 
Wy, OLord, asif my ſingle and perſonal Impieties had been 
toolittle, T have propagated them to Others, and have made 
atAuthority and Eſteem , which thou gaveſt me for better 
poſes, the means of enſnaring all whom my Intereſt or 


Lumple could ſeduce. And now, O Lord, how unknown 
alton- 


that Idleneſs though a Crying fin of Sodom, hath been the fi- 


Pleaſures, ſo making it my buſineſs to provide for theFleſh | 


LS / 
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102 PRIVATE DEVOTIONS 


atoniſhinga weight ofguiltdol lic under, thatam to anfiyer 
for ſo many Sins of Other men, as well as my ſelf , that have 
thus been a Snare on Mizpah, and a Net ſpread on Mount 7; 
Gor , the Inſtrument of entangling and betraying fo many 
Souls? O merciful Lord, who delighteſt not in the FR 
a finner, look with pity both on them, and me; Give me 
a fincere and earneſt Repentance, for my own offences, and 
if rt be thy bleſſed will, make me ſome way inftrumental to 
the begetting the like in them , that I may be as contributive 
to their Recovery, as Thave been to their Fall : Andletthe 
conſictouſneſs of my great Sloth and Unfaithfulneſ in all the 
parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me to a more diligent andin- 
duitrious improvement ofall thoſe advantages thou haſt put 

_ Into my hands, for thy glory, the benefit of my Brethren, 
and the eternal joy of 7 own foul. Grant this, O gracious 
Lord, for his ſake, who came to call finnersto Repentance, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Ae AI EL AE Re Cs 


NC" 


" WM .”, a LE N OA VF oat 
_— = — os fx ————_—_ = - 
. —_— —_ - C9 OO. OG —_— . - =, 
—— 1 on - — 0 —_— 
A : ; : 
owe oi re III Inn We” Arey wn REIT Ls A TO, GEES CY OI TCA 2. as. TT. ”= 
— >; —_— 


. — 
ERP xo 


A Thankſgiving. 


() MOST pracious and moſt bountiful Lord , who doſt 


good unto all , but haft in an extraordinary meaſure 
abounded to me thy unworthieſt Servant. I deſire with all 
exuberant thankfulneſs of heart, to confeſs and celebrate this 
thy great goodnefs. Lord, thou haſt not been to me a Wilder- 
neſs, aLandofDarkneſs, but haſt cauſed my Lot to fall in a 
fair ground. Thou haſt not only given mea Natural, and 4 
capacity of a Spiritual life, but haſt alſo cariched me with 
many advantages for the comfortable ſupport of the one, and 
the happy improvement of the other , 2bove what thou aflord- 
eſt to multitudes of others. Thou kat liberally given meof 
the Dew of Heaven, and fatneſs of the Earth , an aflurance of 
all thoſe good things which may both oblige and afliſt me 
chearfully to ſerve Thee. O lct not my Heart like Gigeons 
Fleece remain dry , whilft all about it is thus pientifully war 
tered from Heaven ; but give me, I beſeech thee, ſuchafenſe 
ofthy Mercy , as may expreſs it ſelf in a conſtant and zealous 
Obedicnce. Thou haſt done ſo much for this meaneſt Plant iN 
thy Vineyard, dreſt it and fenc'd it about with Thy Grace BW 
and Proyidence; and haying built a Wine-prels, mayeſt molt 
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"ſonably expect ſome Cluſters to be brought to it at the Vin- 
we, Oletno ſo gracious, ſo equitable 2 demand be fru- 
cd, when thou lookelt it ſhould bring forth Grapes, let it 
vt bring forth wild Grapes ; let not thoſe Advantages Ienjoy 
hore others, ternpt me to exalt my ſelf, or deſpiſe them, 
Wit grant me always to remember that it is thou only that 
and Wi:keſt me differ from another. Lordletthy Methods be. my 
toWocuments , thy Diſpenſations of Indulgence towards me, 
we Wi: Engagements and Bands of the cloſeſt and moſt inviolable 
the Wuy, that that Eminency of condition wherein thou haft 
the Wi:ced mein this World, may be aneffetual Admonition to 
1t- Wreto beeminent in Vertue, that Men ſeeing my good Works, 
ut Wir elorike Thee my Heavenly Father, through Jeſus Chriſt 
le Wir Lord and bleſſed Saviour, Amen. 


CO A Prayer. 


THOU moſt Righteous and Impartial Judge, who 
deſpiſeſt not the mean, nor acceptelt the perſons of the 

iphty. Make me always to remember and ſeriouſly to con- 

of Wir, that none of thoſe outward Priviledges I enjoy among 
nen, can excmpt me from thy ſevere Tribunal, but that I 
al tall one day be brought to Judgement, as for all that I have 
is Monein the leſh , ſo particularly for thoſe ſpecial and peculiar 
drantages, whereby thou haft diſcriminated me from my 


of tener Brethren : Andaoh let theſe Terrors of the Lord time- 
| 2 Wecrlvade, yeaconftrain meto a chearful imploying of all 
þ Wie received, to thoſe ends for which thou haſt beſtowed 
nd Wl Lord, grant that the Knowledge thou haſt given me, 
4. W3 baveſuch an efficacy on my Practice, that it may always 
of We, never upbraid me. And as thou haft opened thy hand 
of W'ieto mein temporal plenty, ſo enlarge my heart in Thank- 


Inch toward thee, and in Compaſſion and Bounty toward 
/ poor Members : I am not ſtraitacd by thee, O let me 
it be ſtrairned in my own bowels; let neither Covyetouſnefs 
TRiot make me poor in the mid{t of Riches, but grant me 
true Enjoyment which conſiſts in a Charitable diſpenſing 
Ithem, that torſaking all the unſatisfying nauſeated pleaſures 
MLuxury, T miy purchaſe to my {ſelt that more ſolid tran- 
ing delight of ſuccouring the diſtreſſes of my fellow- 
tans, Lord, ſuffer not my wealth to be oF 
wait 
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4 PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 


with thick Clay , nor the Ruſt of it to bear witneſs againſt me 
but rather make me of the number of thoſe that need relief 
than of thoſe who want hearts togiveit. And fincein th 
gracious Providence thou haſt placed me in a condition ofez 
and vacancy, Olet menot pervert it into alife of Idleneſsan 
Senſuality, let me not be leſs, but better buſied than oth 
men. O never ſufter meto incur the guilt ofreproach of bei 
more remiſs or indifferent in my entercourſe with Thee, th: 
others are of their Traffique with the World, of having le 
care of my own and other mens immortal Souls, than the 
have of their corruptible bodies ; but make me fo induſtriou 
to husband every minute of that precious Time thou lends 
me here, as may bein order to a bleſſed Eternity both of n 
ſelf, and as many more as thou ſhalt put within my rea 

O let not any perſons ever have caule to accuſe their relatic 
to me, for betraying them to Sin here, or Miſery hereaſtct 


ceive ſuch wholeſome influence from me, as may nouri 

Chriſtian Practice among th:m ; And, Lord, grantt 
my Example may be ſuch to all, that 1 never prove toany 
occcaſion of Falling : Ler me never contribute to that por 
and empire which Vice has gotten in the world, but witt 
ſteady courage oppoſe all impiety , how cuſtomary or ſucce 
ful ſoever; Let me think nothing Honourable , but wi 
bears thy ftamp and impreſs on it, but engage, and animat 
and inflame my benumm'd breaſt, to the moſt eager and 
gorous endeavour of recovering diſcountenanc'd Vertue 
ſome eſteem and reputation among men. And, ObLo 

orant that by an aſſiduous Practice of all Duty , I may ar 
toſuch a guſt and reliſh of it, as may utterly ſupplant any 
ſual delights in my own heart, and may alſo qualifie me« 
perimentally to aſſure others how ſweet the Lord is, th 
may be an effectual (though unworthy ) Inſtrument nt 
hand ofdrawing many to the Obcdience of Chritt, and t 

renouncing all the vain torturing Ambitions of this World 
may aſpire to no other honour but that of being approvel 

Thee as a good and faithful Servant ; that by thy mercy ha 

my infirmities covered, and my Sincerity accepted , 1 
If be admitted into the Joy of my Lord , through the mt 


of Jeſus Chriſt my blefled Saviour and Mediator. "_ ai 
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7 F Buſineſs and Callings in general. 
() Oj YVariettes of Callings. | 5 
Wil. The Particulars of the Gentlemans Advantages above 
others. : 7 
V, The branches of his Calling founded inthe Firſt Advantage , 
MM that of Education. 
MW". Of the Second Advantage, Wealth. 
', Ofthe Third Advantage, that of Time. 
2'1l. Ofthe Fourth Advantage, that of Authority. 
"III. The Laſt Advantage, that of Reputation, 


I, The Concluſion. 


The Deyotions. 


i Confeſſion. 
{ Thank(giving. 
4 Prayer. 


